Year 5: Sikhism and Judaism – Sacred writings

	About the unit


This unit begins with revising the work done on special writings last term in the children’s own lives and within the Jewish faith.

It then goes on to look at the Guru Granth Sahib and it’s place in the Sikh community.

It finishes with a section where the children compare the sacred writings of the faiths they have covered.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Vocabulary

Guru Granth Sahib                             manji

Gurdwara                                          rumalla

Guru Gobind Singh                            chauri

Gurmukhi

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Expectations

At the end of this unit

Most children will:  know that the Guru Granth Sahib is a collection of writings from the living Gurus. That it is the Eternal Guru, it is an important part of worship and that it teaches Sikhs on the way to live.

Some children will not have

made so much progress and will: know that the Guru Granth Sahib is the sacred writings of the Sikh faith and that it is  teaches Sikhs how to live their lives.

Some children will have 

progressed further and will:  Know the above, understand the importance of the GGS in a Sikh’s life and know some of it’s contents.




	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should learn…
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

	· That the Guru Granth Sahib (GGS) and Torah are  sacred writings and the way they are cared for shows their importance.
	Look at books and pictures of the GGS/Torah  being read in the Gurdwara/Synagogue and elsewhere. Discuss the surroundings and special treatment given to it. The children could draw the GGS/Torah labelling artefacts and their purpose.

	· That the GGS/Torah is a collection of writings from the living Guru’s/ God’s word and law.
	Explain that the book is made up from the sacred writing of six of the gurus. It contains 1,403 pages, 3,384 hymns and is always exactly the same. The language it is written in is Gurmukhi (literally "from the mouth of gurus")...a written form of the Punjabi. It is treated like a live guru; with great respect. 

The children could try and find out something on the 6 gurus. 

Look at other anthologies and discuss the different styles of writing within one book.

Compare that with Torah scroll in terms of being a collection of writings and treated as the Word Of God and so treated with respect. 

	· That the GGS/Torah is an important part of a Sikh’s/Jew’s life and worship.
	Consider what makes a special place – atmosphere, people? Sikh’s believe that wherever the GGS is, is a special place.

Are there any special rituals for special occasions for the children? The GGS is read at every birth, marriage, etc.

Torah is paraded through synagogue before service and read every Shabbat and on special occasions.

	· That there are similarities and differences between the treatment, content and attitude towards the sacred writings of Jews, Christians and Sikhs.

 
	Brainstorm what the children know about the Torah, Bible and GGS in terms of treatment, content and how they are viewed. 

They could then compare 2 or all 3 of the writings.

	· .
	


	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children should be able to
	POINTS OT NOTE

	· Explain what the GGS/Torah is and how it is cared for.
	

	· Explain that the GGS is an anthology from 6 Gurus and is considered as a Guru.

· Explain that the Torah is the same as the first 5 books of the Old Testament and is considered to be God’s truth. 
	www.sikhs.org  is a great site for all the information you will need as there is no copy of the GGS in school as yet. www.allre.org.uk is the most comprehensive place I know for information.

	· Understand how the Amrit Sanskar is a significant ceremony in a Sikh’s life. 

· Understand the importance of the Torah is a Jew’s life.
	

	· Describe some similarities and differences between the scriptures of 2 or 3 faiths covered.
	

	· 
	


