Assistive Technology - Accessing the mouse


	
	Name (supplier):
	Function:
	Who would use it?
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	Wristrests and supports (Misco, QED)
	Wristrests support the hand so that there is less strain on the wrist; arm supports support the arm yet still permit free movement.
	Users who have injuries related to excessive keyboard use (e.g. RSI).

	Ctrl+S

Alt+F

F7
	Keyboard shortcuts - Microsoft Windows (Microsoft website)
	A combination of keys is used for operations commonly done using the mouse.
	Users who cannot control a pointing device, but can operate the keyboard effectively.
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	Rollerballs (Inclusive Technology, KCS)
	An upside-down mouse where the ball is moved directly with the fingers (or foot, nose, elbow etc) to control the mouse pointer.
	Users who cannot grasp a mouse.

Users who have injuries related to excessive keyboard use (e.g. RSI).

Users who have poor fine motor control (e.g. uncontrollable movements and tremor).
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	Joysticks (Inclusive Technology, KCS)
	The stick is moved directly with the fingers (or foot, nose, elbow etc) to control the mouse pointer.
	Users who have poor fine motor control (e.g. uncontrollable movements and tremor).
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	Graphics tablets (Misco)
	The stylus pen, linked to the tablet, is moved with the hand to control the mouse pointer.
	Users who cannot grasp a mouse. 

Users who have injuries related to excessive keyboard use (e.g. RSI).
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	Touch pads (Misco)
	Flat touch sensitive surface operated with the finger to control the mouse pointer.
	Users who cannot grasp a mouse. 

Users who have injuries related to excessive keyboard use (e.g. RSI).
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	Touch screens (Inclusive Technology)
	The user can touch objects directly on the screen to move them around.
	Users who cannot grasp a mouse.

Users with learning difficulties.
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	Head control (Inclusive Technology)
	Use head movement to control the mouse pointer.
	Users who do not have any control of upper or lower limbs, but have good head control (e.g. spinal injury).

	
	
	
	

	
	Software adaptations:
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	Double-click speed - Mouse properties, Microsoft Windows (Microsoft)
	Slows down the double-clicking speed.
	Users who have difficulty clicking the button of a pointing device twice in quick succession.
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	ClickLock - Mouse properties, Microsoft Windows (Microsoft)
	Locks a mouse button down so that items can be dragged around the screen.
	Users who cannot hold down the button of a pointing device so that items can be dragged around the screen.
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	Mouse speed - Mouse properties, Microsoft Windows (Microsoft)
	Sets how far and fast the pointer moves on the screen.
	Users who have difficulty pointing accurately.
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	Pointer size - Mouse properties, Microsoft Windows (Microsoft)
	Changes can be made to the size, colour or shape.
	Users with a visual impairment.
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	MouseKeys - Accessibility Options, Microsoft Windows 95 onwards (Microsoft)
	Configures the numeric keypad at the right-hand side of the keyboard to control the mouse pointer.
	Users who can not control a pointing device, but can operate the keyboard effectively.
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	Macros - e.g. Microsoft Word (Microsoft)
	A particular sequence of keyboard operations are ‘recorded’ and then ‘played back’ by pressing a combination of keys.
	Users who can not control a pointing device, but can operate the keyboard effectively.


· Suppliers
	Name:
	Address:
	Telephone:
	Website:

	Inclusive Technology Ltd
	Riverside Court, Huddersfield Road, Delph, Oldham OL3 5FZ
	01457 819790
	www.inclusive.co.uk

	Keytools Ltd
	PO Box 700, Southampton SO17 1LQ
	023 80584314
	www.keytools.com

	Microsoft
	Microsoft Limited, Microsoft Campus, Thames Valley Park, Reading RG6 1WG
	0870 6010100
	 

 HYPERLINK http://www.microsoft.com/uk 
www.microsoft.com/uk 

	Misco
	Darby Close, Park Farm South, Wellingborough, Northants NN8 6GS
	0870 7256990
	www.misco.co.uk

	Quality Enabling Devices Ltd
	Unit D16, Heritage Business Park, Heritage Way, Gosport, Hampshire PO12 4BG
	023 92580600
	www.qedltd.com


· Websites

	CALL Centre, University of Edinburgh
	www.callcentrescotland.org.uk

	Empowering Technologies
	www.emptech.info

	Inclusive Technology Ltd (Articles on Special Needs and IT section)
	www.inclusive.co.uk/infosite/index.shtml

	Microsoft Accessibility
	www.microsoft.com/enable

	NHS Direct Online
	www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk

	New Opportunities Fund (ICT Training)
	www.inclusive.net


· Other

	AbilityNet
	AbilityNet Northwest, c/o AbilityNet Central England,

PO Box 94, Warwick, Warwickshire CV34 5WS
	0800 269545 (if calling from home) or 01926 312847 (if calling from work)
	www.abilitynet.co.uk 
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