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	Learning Objective
	N.C.

Links
	Activity

(Differentiation in italics)
	Resources
	Assessment

	Children will learn:

To use a wide range of information sources to research life in Mexico today. (History)
ge42 Ask suitable geographical questions

ge43 Collect and record evidence

To investigate Aztec life through artefacts found
To understand and interpret the Aztec double calendar system

hi35 Describe characteristic features of past societies and periods, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children; social, cultural religious and ethnic diversity

To identify consequences of defeat for the Aztecs; to understand the influence of the past on the present.
hi36 Identify and describe reasons for and results of historical events, situations and changes

hi37 Identify changes within and across different periods

hi38 Give reasons for and results of the main events and changes

hi40 Show some understanding that aspects of the past have been represented and interpreted in different ways

hi41 Begin to select and combine information from different sources

hi42 Begin to produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms


	History

Art

Literacy

Music

ICT

P.E
	Lesson 1:

Working in pairs look at atlas page showing areas of desert, rainforest etc… On whiteboards children write down 3 key facts they have found out about climate of Mexico. Discuss children’s findings and then create a page for a rainforest information guide including information about climate and different species of animal.

Whole class intro. Introduce the idea of Mantle of the Expert. Explain that children will be in role as archaeologists investigating the ancient Aztec ruins and site of Tenochtitlan. Children working in groups of 5 to dig up artefacts from sand trays. Year 6 will work in role as team leaders who already hold some information, they then direct their team during the dig. Use evidence questions to describe each artefact and devise a presentation to give to the rest of the experts about what this particular artefact tells us about Aztec life

Whole class intro showing children a picture of the Aztec calendar stone and explaining its features, Photo pack page 7, photo 5. Introduce idea of two calendars running side by side like cogs and the fact that the calendars would give every child their name and influence their personality. Show the children a copy of the Aztec calendar stone. Children design their own Aztec calendar stone with own symbols for months and use two cardboard cogs to construct a working model.

Lesson 2:

What Happened Next? Look at effects of Spanish Conquest, using text What Happened after the Spanish Conquest and worksheet What Happened Next.

Global Marketplace. 

Look at some of the things that the Spanish brought back to Europe from Mexico - chocolate, tomatoes, avocadoes, chillies, coffee, turkey etc, and at things they introduced to Mexico. We could buy some avocado, guava, papaya etc for the children to taste and comment upon.

Legacy. 

Compare Aztec festival of the Dead with modern Mexican Day of the Dead. Consider similarities and differences. Comparison sheet to fill in.

Other worksheets: Legacy; Evidence Today; Technology, Design an Aztec Stamp.


	Sand trays

Laminated artefact pictures

Question sheet 

Photo pack

Card cogs

A4 paper

felt tips

pencil crayons


	Can Children:

use artefacts to create a picture of Aztec life to present to others?

recognise the key features of the calendar stone and understand the importance of the calendar to everyday Aztec life?

use understanding gained through research to produce own calendar?

Children can understand the effects of past historical events on today society.

	Children will learn:
to extend and develop and refine orienteering and problem-solving skills when working in groups and on their own. 
oa23 Solve some of the challenges and problems set in familiar environments with guidance and help

oa24 Work cooperatively to put strategies and solutions into action

oa27 Identify what they do well as individuals and as a group

Pc34 Take action based on responsible choices

Pa36 Resolve differences by looking at alternatives, making decisions and explaining choices


	P.E.
	Extended orienteering activities and journeying.
Working in pairs or small groups, complete an orienteering course using a map. Your challenge is to find between eight and 12 controls in under 45 minutes. The course will be in your school grounds, or in a local park that you know.
Adaptations and variations on the task

Ask the children to:

use photographs, clues and different forms of trail instead of maps. Set up problem-solving activities at key points of the trail

visit more controls; visit controls that are spread out over a greater distance; or work in an area that they are not familiar with, possibly as part of a journey (this will make the task harder)

work in pairs or groups with a good mixture of ability; work in relay with a partner, so that each partner returns after finding one control and can be given more direct help; follow descriptions, as well as symbols or map references (this will make the task easier)

make up and set courses as part of the activity. Consider placing permanent controls around the site, as they are more flexible and allow you to vary the course to be followed while still using one basic map. Make sure that the number of controls is greater than the number to be visited.
Lesson 2:

Beat the time given.
	a choice of different environments; some familiar, some less so (possibly another school or off-site)

maps and diagrams of the different areas

‘research’ information needed to complete the journey

simple activity resources, eg cones, markers


	Can children:
solve some of the challenges and problems set in familiar environments, with help and guidance; work cooperatively to put strategies and solutions into action; take on roles given to them; show some understanding of problem-solving strategies planned by others; follow instructions when preparing physically for challenges; follow safety rules; recognise when a solution has been successful; describe what happened
work confidently in familiar and changing environments; adapt quickly to new situations; devise and put into practice a range of solutions to problems and challenges; understand clearly the nature of a challenge or problem and what they want to achieve; take a leading role when working with others; prepare efficiently and safely; identify and respond to events as they happen; identify effective performances and solutions; take the lead in planning to improve weaknesses.

	Children will learn:

to compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work

to adapt their work according to their views and describe how they would develop it further
ar25 Compare and comment on ideas, methods and approaches used in their own and others’ work, beginning to relate these to the context in which the work was made

ar26 Adapt and improve their own and others’ work, beginning to realise intentions
	Art

History

ICT
	Introduce the idea to the class that we will be producing a piece of textile work to tell the story of an Aztec sacrifice to the Gods in panels.  

With children list the events that will be depicted in our work.  

Children will create a story board working in groups of 4.  Each section of the story will then be allocated to a particular group who will produce the final design for their panel.  

Children should experiment with the different techniques and effects looked at over past 3 weeks and decide which they will be using.  

Let children touch and examine different fabrics, describe them to other members of the group. 

As a class decide which fabric would be best to represent the work.


	
	Can Children:
Improve their words by comparing ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work?

Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they would develop it further?

	Children will learn:
to listen with sustained concentration

to remember longer pieces of music

about metre
mu37 Perform by ear and by simple notations

mu38 Perform, maintaining their own part with awareness of how different parts fit together to achieve an overall effect

mu40 Improvise melodic and rhythmic phrases as part of a group

mu41 Compose by developing ideas within a musical structures

mu42 Suggest improvements to their own and each others’ work


	Music

	Play the memory games described in Unit 8, eg ‘Copy cats’, ‘Put a pattern in space’, and extend the complexity and length of the phrase to be repeated.

Play ‘Hear and play’: Ask the class to copy a given rhythmic or melodic pattern, and this time start the new pattern as the class is repeating the last one heard, eg
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Create as many opportunities as possible for children to see and hear other instruments, eg instruments that children learn outside the classroom, recital groups, orchestral projects, parents who play in bands or orchestras.

Choose excerpts and complete pieces that last between five and ten minutes. Ask children to try and remember three or four main features and place them in order.

Play ‘Metre switch’: A leader taps and claps a four-beat metre, eg tap, clap, clap, clap. The rest of the class joins in when they have ‘caught’ the pattern. The leader says ‘switch’ and changes to a different metre, eg tap, clap, clap. The class listens and joins 
in again.

Play ‘Metre mix’: In this game the class shares the beats. Some beats are played by everyone, some by different groups, some by nobody, eg
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Help children improve their work. What was effective? Why? What could be better? How? What features were most effective? How did they create an intended effect? What features were similar/different in the performances? Encourage the children to make comparisons within and across performances.
Create an individual wind instrument.  Demonstrate instruments to each other.  Notice similarities and differences. Bottles with different levels of water, art straws cut to point different lengths.
	Natural and recycled materials including gourds, clay, for making wind instruments. Paints and markers, for decorating instruments. Music of Latin America, videocassette (see Bibliography).
	Children can:
listen to longer pieces of music and identify features

identify different metres and perform an independent part, keeping to a steady pulse

improve their own work through analysis, evaluation and comparison

	Wind instrument: a musical instrument in which sound is produced by vibrating the lips or a reed, such as modern-day woodwinds including bassoon, clarinet, flute, oboe, and saxophone; and modern-day brass instruments including trumpet, trombone, French horn, and tuba. Instrument names are listed in one or two languages: Náhuatl (Spanish).

Atecocoli or Atecuculli (caracol muy grande): large perforated conch blown as a trumpet.

Chichitli: Whistle flute.

Cocoloctli: flute which made a buzzing sound. Actually twin four-holed reed flutes tied near the mouthpiece with a ribbon which protected a spider egg sac; the sac caused the buzzing sound.

Huilacapitztli (instrumentos musicales precortessianos or flautas): ocarina, flute or fife, globular flute, usually formed in an animal shape.

Quiquiztli (caracoles mariscos): conch-shell trumpet.

Tecciztli (otro caracol grande or cornetas): wind instrument made of shell or bone.

Tepuzquiquiztli (trompeta): metal trumpet made of copper. If metal was unavailable or before it came into use, wood or very large gourds were used.

Tlapitzalli: three-holed vertical flute made of bone or clay.


IWB = Interactive White Board

DC = Digital Camera

K= Kinaesthetic
V= Visual
A= Audio


