Assembly – Greed (Children in Need)
(Play ‘Deal or no deal’ music.  Enter Silenus the Satyr, the host to cheers from all the other children.)
Silenus: 
Hello!  And welcome to our special edition of ‘Greed or no greed’.  I am your host Silenus the Satyr and I am excited to announce that today we have a very special contestant...King Midas!  Welcome King Midas.
(Enter King Midas and family)
King Midas:
Thank you.  It is lovely to have been asked here.

Silenus:
I am delighted to see you have been able to invite your lovely wife, son and daughter too.  Now I’m sure you all know the rules, but for those of you who are first-timers, let’s hear from my lovely assistant, Cupid!

(Enter Cupid and 5 card bearers)
Cupid:
Well Silenus, each of our 5 cards contains some important information and a special prize.  In order to turn over a card, King Midas must answer a difficult question.  When he has seen what the prize is, he will have to decide whether to take the prizes he has won so far or to gamble and answer another question.  Get one question wrong and you will leave with nothing!  
Audience:
Ooooooooooooooh!

Silenus:
What sort of prize are you particularly interested in getting?
King Midas:
I want a ‘Wish’ prize Silenus.  I have great plans for that.

Silenus:
Yes, I’m sure you can’t wait to wish peace on all your lands or the end of poverty in your Kingdom.

King Midas:
Mmmmmm...perhaps...
Silenus:
Now, without further ado, let’s play ‘Greed or no greed’!  Question 1:  Who owns the largest house in the kingdom?

King Midas:
That would be me.

Silenus:

Correct!  (cheers from crowd) Which card would you like to start with?

King Midas:
I will have number 5.

Cupid:

Number 5!  Tell us about your prize!
Number 5:
Did you know that 18% of children in the UK don’t have enough food, clothing or toys?  
Cupid:
I didn’t know that number 5; that is terrible.

Number 5:
Well, this prize would help to stop that.  ‘Greed or no greed’ will give 1 million pounds to an organisation that provides these vital needs to children throughout the country.
(Cheers)

Silenus:
Wow, what a prize your majesty!  Will you take that or will you gamble and answer another question?

King Midas:
Pffft, what a load of rubbish.  I only have 16 bedrooms; I can barely fit all my furniture in.   And I bet ‘no clothing’ means ‘no Reebok’.  Children are so greedy these days.  Give me another question.
Silenus:
Ok, question number 2:  Who owns the most number of fine silk robes in the entire kingdom?

King Midas:
Well I assume that would be me although my daughter has almost as many, she is a typical greedy child.  (Daughter stands to show off her robes and bows to the audience)
Silenus:
Correct again!  Which card this time?

King Midas:
Number 4.

Cupid:
Number 4!  Tell us about your prize!
Number 4:
Did you know that nearly 100 million children of primary school age in the world are not taking part in any education programs?
Cupid:
I didn’t.  As we know, ill educated children go on to find life very difficult.  Imagine not being able to read or write or do your maths properly when you are a grown up!  It would be very hard to get a decent job wouldn’t it?

Number 4:
Well this prize will help with all that.  ‘Greed or no greed’ will give 1 million pounds to a charity that sets up schools around the world and provides free education to children who wouldn’t normally be able to go to school.

(Cheers)

Son Midas:
So what?   I hate school, it is boring.  I think they are lucky not being able to go to school.  Anyway I have people to read, write and add up for me.  Why haven’t they?  Just lazy I reckon.

(Stunned silence while the Midas family nod and agree)

Silenus:
I assume you will be going for another prize then...

King Midas:
Too right, next question!

Silenus:
Question3: Who employs the greatest number of servants in the Kingdom?

King Midas:
Well, that emperor who made a fool of himself at the parade...the one with the whole ‘new clothes’ thing did have the most, but since he sacked his tailor I would say that it is now me.

Silenus:
Correct!  (scattered applause) Pick another card?
King Midas:
Card number 3

Cupid:

Number 3! Tell us about your prize!

Number 3:
Did you know that nearly a third of children say that they have been bullied?

Cupid:
No, I didn’t know that, but bullying is a terrible and serious problem.  I remember how embarrassed I was when people used to laugh at my bow and arrow.  They soon regretted it though...mwahahahaaaa.
Number 3:
Bullying is a difficult and serious issue and children need help to understand what it is and how to cope with it.  ‘Greed or no greed’ will give 1 million pounds to a charity that supports children who feel they are being bullied.

Daughter:
How ridiculous!  Bullying is easy to cope with.  Some girls in school didn’t tell me how beautiful I was every day so I had their heads chopped off, it was easy.  Now everyone tells me, every day, and I am happy.

Silenus:
Yes, well, I assume...

King Midas:
Ask another question!

Silenus:
Question 4: Who has the most beautiful daughter in the entire kingdom?

King Midas:
That’s a hard one, um, let me think, mmmm, um...

Daughter:
Dad!  

King Midas:
Oh I guess that is me.

Silenus:
Correct.  Which card?

King Midas:
Number 2

Cupid:
Number 2!  Tell us about your prize!

Number 2:
Did you know that around 770,000 children in the UK are disabled?

Cupid:
Wow, that is around 7% and is more than I would expect.  

Number 2:
Yes, well ‘Greed or no greed’ will give 1 million pounds to a charity that helps disabled children live an easier life through supporting them and their families in times of need.

Cupid:
Wonderful!

Wife Midas:
What a waste of money.  I lead a very stressful life and no one supports me.
Silenus:
(Clearly getting irritated) Last question?
King Midas:
Yes, and this had better be the wish prize because I am getting very annoyed with this rubbish you are churning out.  If I had known that this was what you would give me I would have gone on ‘Who wants to be a Multi-billionaire!’

Silenus:
Fine.  Last question: Who is the richest person in the entire kingdom?

King Midas:
Ha, me, but there is always room for improvement...

Silenus:
Correct.  Let’s now hear about the final prize.

Cupid:
Number 1!  Tell us about your prize!

Number 1:
Today is ‘Children in need’ day.  Last year their appeal raised over 33 million pounds for charities that will positively change the lives of disadvantaged children.  This prize gives you, King Midas, the opportunity to join in their cause...it is the wish prize!

(Cheers from all)

Selinus:
OK your majesty, think carefully.  What wish will you make?  Let’s hear some suggestions from the audience...
Crowd 1:
Enough food for everyone!
Crowd 2:
Good quality education for children!

Crowd 3:
Protect children from abuse!

Crowd 4:
Support for children with learning difficulties!

Silenus:
Silence!  Time is up King Midas.  What is your wish?

King Midas:
I wish...that everything I touch...turns to gold!

(Shocked noises and gasps)
Cupid:
Are you sure?

King Midas:
Positive.  I have a lot, but I want more.

Silenus:
OK then, your wish is my command...that’s all folks, thanks for watching ‘Greed or no greed’

(Claps while Silenus and Cupid leave)
Son:
Dad!  You could have wished for anything! What a rubbish wish!

King Midas:
It was a brilliant idea!

(Midas pushes his son and his son is turned to gold.  Midas doesn’t notice and starts walking around touching things and admiring them turning to gold)
Daughter:
Oh Dad, I really needed a new robe.  My blue one is getting far too small for me!

King Midas:
(patting daughter and turning her to stone) Don’t worry dear, I’ll buy you a new one with all my gold.

Wife:
Oh my love.  I hope you are planning to share all your riches with me, your loving wife.

King Midas:
(Hugging her and turning her to gold) Of course my dear. (Walks off not realising his family are not following) Let’s go and make our kingdom more beautiful and shiny!

(There is a minute’s pause whilst family stand still)
King Midas:
Uh...family!  Hellooooooo!?  (Walks back onto the stage and pokes his family)  Oh no!  What have I done?  Silenus!  Cupid! Help me.

Cupid:
What’s the matter?

King Midas:
My family have turned to gold.  I can’t eat anything because it turns to gold and I can’t sleep because my bed has turned to gold!

Cupid:
But that is what you wished for.

King Midas:
I know...but I was...greedy.

Cupid:
Yes, you were, and hopefully you have learnt your lesson.

(Cupid leaves and King Midas chases after him)
Speakers 1:
King Midas was a greedy king

Who was obsessed with gold

He made a very foolish wish

Or so the story told

Speakers 2:
In order to improve his wealth

He longed for a golden touch

But when at last he got his wish

He didn’t like it much

Speakers3:
His food turned solid in his hand

His bed was hard as stone

His family walked and talked no more
What had King Midas done?
Speakers 4:
So listen carefully to this tale

Its wisdom please take heed

For you will never become rich

If your way of life is greed.

(Silenus enters, casts a spell, and the family are back to normal.)
Silenus:

Hopefully that taught that family an important lesson.
Speaker 5:
Welcome to Class ****’s assembly.  As you all know today is ‘Children in Need’ day.  Today is about not being greedy; it is about thinking of other people.

Speaker 6:
From watching the news we are aware of the needs of children around the world.  But are we really aware of the needs of the children in our own country?

Speaker 7:
As we learnt on the quiz show, thousands of children in the UK are regarded as being ‘in need’.  This might mean they live under the poverty line or are suffering physically or mentally.

Speaker 8:
Please join us as we sing ‘I want to think of other people’

Speaker 9:
One of the most famous stories that Jesus told was that of the Samaritan who helped a man who had been attacked while a priest and a Levite, two people who you would expect to have stopped and helped, walked by.
Speaker 10:
Jesus was showing how important it is to help everyone, in spite of who they are.  He was explaining that we should love each other as we love ourselves.

Speaker 11:
After many years of TV charity shows it is easy to become complacent about them.  But we must reflect today on how lucky we are.

Song:  Cross over the road

Speaker 12:
Let us pray.  Dear Lord help us to think of the needs of other people, not just today, but everyday.  Help us to remember all the lovely things we have and not to be greedy.  Amen.

