Children come to see Jesus

Props: Sign saying "VIP", two aprons, two teddy bears, and a cap with a "J" on it
Introduction: What do the letters ‘VIP’ stand for? ‘Very Important Person’
What about the Queen, the Prime Minister and the head teacher? Who does God say is important? 

Story: This is a true story. 

(Boy wearing cap to be Jesus)

Jesus was having a rest. He had walked a very long way and so he was feeling sleepy. (Boy sits on a chair and closes his eyes) 

(Two girls wearing aprons to be mothers and two small children holding teddy bears to be the children) These two mothers had heard that Jesus had come to their town. Jesus was famous because he told people wonderful stories about God. These mothers wanted their children to see Jesus. So they tried to find Jesus to talk to him. “There He is!” (They walk towards Jesus)
But suddenly, some of Jesus’ friends stood in the way. (Stand in the way yourself, and fold your arms) "Where do you think you are going?" they said. "Can't you see that Jesus is tired?" 

Just then, Jesus sat up. He was angry with his friends. He said, "Let the little children come to me. You mustn't try to stop them." 

Then Jesus bent down to talk to the children. He put his hands on the children's shoulders, and prayed for them and blessed them.  He said to the grown-ups,

"You've all got to become like little children. You must stop thinking that you are terribly important. Then you'll be great in God's kingdom." 
And then they all went home. 

I am sure that those children never forgot the special day that they met Jesus! 

Puppet

Ruth 
(to the children) I have got to someone here that I would like you to meet 

(calling)
Lucy!

Lucy 
(appears and speaks crossly) 
Hi, what do you want? I don't want to talk to you today.

Ruth 

What's wrong Lucy? I thought you would like to come and say hello to all 

the children

Lucy
Children! Why didn’t you tell me there were children? (speaks nicely to the children) Oh yes, Hello everyone. It's so nice to see you all!

Ruth

Lucy?

Lucy

What?

Ruth

Why are you being nice to all the children, but you are all cross 


and grumpy with me?

Lucy

Well, you don't like me, do you?

Ruth
I don't like you? Whatever gave you that idea? I love you Lucy, you are very special to me.
Lucy
Oh!.... Well….. But don't you think I am a nuisance? All grown-ups think that children are a nuisance.

Ruth

Oh no they don't.



Lucy
Oh yes they do.
Ruth
Oh no they don't.
Lucy
Well, grown ups are always telling children to be quiet, or to stop playing, or to stop being messy, or something.
Ruth
Oh Lucy. I am very sorry that you feel like that. Grown-ups do get tired sometimes and then they want to have some quiet. And grown-ups do have to tidy up and clean up, and children do sometimes make the place all messy again. Oh, but grown-ups should never ever make children feel sad.
Lucy
No, ‘cos Jesus wanted to see the children, didn't he?

Ruth
Yes, He said "Let the little children come to me. You mustn't try to stop them" 


Lucy
"Let the little children come to Me. You mustn't try to stop them". I like that! 

Ruth
Do you think all these children here can say it?

Children
"Let the little children come to Me. You mustn't try to stop them"

Lucy
OK, so can I sing and shout now?

Ruth
If you like

(Lucy sings the first line of a song from earlier) 

Lucy
Goodbye everyone!

Prayer

Thank you God / that you especially / love little children / Just like these children here / Amen

