Symbols: Light.


Intro:

· What is a symbol and why do we use them?
A symbol helps us to visualise (see) something that is hard to imagine otherwise. 

I am going to talk about the symbol of Light.

· Who has seen any lights in the sky recently?

moon

sky

fireworks

· Afraid of the dark?

· Why is light so important to us?

guides us.

keeps us safe.

we can see clearly.

Light Candle:
· Important as a religious symbol because light is important to so many people.
· Divali
The festival is celebrated by Hindus and Sikhs at a time of the darkest night of the lunar month and involves lighting lamps which represent the triumph of good over bad, light over darkness.  

· Hanukah

A long time ago there was a very difficult time for God's people, the Jews. They were invaded by the Syrians. And the Syrians said, 'You have to be like us. You have to talk like us, eat like us, do the things we do.' As you can imagine, the Jews weren't too happy. 

They were even less happy when the particularly nasty king, Antiochus, said: 'You have to call me God. And I'm going to take a pig into your lovely temple in Jerusalem, where you worship your God, and I'm going to kill it there. And anyone who disagrees will be in trouble!' 

This was the last straw for many of the Jews. Although they were outnumbered by the invaders, they went to war against them, and eventually won. They drove the Syrians out. 
But, oh dear, when they got Jerusalem back the place was a mess. The buildings were in ruins with graffiti all over them, especially in the Temple. So the Jews tried to put it right again. And one of the things they tried to put right was this. 

(Get out eight candles.) 

They had a lamp with eight candles, which was called a menorah, and which used to remind them that God was like a light in their darkness. This lamp needed oil to make it burn, though, and they could only find enough oil for one day. It would take eight days to bring more supplies of oil. What should they do? They decided to light it anyway.
· Christianity
Jesus as the light of the world.

I  am the light of the world
Christians believe that Jesus’ knowledge, truth and goodness could not be blown out by anything.  However much people didn’t like him and called him names and even when they killed him in the end his “light” continued to shine.

The light shone in the darkness and the darkness did not put it out 

(John 1:5)

· Light as a symbol to us.
Traffic lights.

Flames lit at the millennium

Bedroom lights

· Us as a light.
If we want more light than a candle gives us we use a torch or a bigger light.  A torch and other lights have mirrors in them to reflect the light.  

We can do this too.

Demonstrate with torch and mirror. 

We can be both the light or the mirror everyday by showing kindness to each other and reflecting that kindness onto others.  
“A smile lights up a room”

· Prayer.

Lord, your light shone and nothing put it out: not hatred, not injustice or even death.

Help us to be like mirrors that reflect your love in our world.  May we not be discouraged when we meet injustice and wrong.

Help us to treat such experiences as reminders of why the world needs your love.

Amen.

· Song
