A 5 Minute History of the Inbetween Tudors

Characters:

Edward VI

Edward Seymour

Lady Jane Grey

John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland

Two Tower Guards

Executioner

Mary I

Philip of Spain

A Protestant Heretic

Scene 1

In Edward VI's chamber

ES:
Well, my boy, you're king now, and not even 11 years old……

EVI:
Yes Uncle. (Suddenly worried) Does that mean I won't be able to play on my PS2 anymore?

ES:
(chuckling) Ha ha, not at all  dear boy. You won't have to worry about running the country, I'll do that for you. You leave everything to me.

EVI:
Nice one Uncle. I'm just off to do battle with the Sith and save the Galaxy.

ES:
Excellent. Ha ha!



(exit Edward VI)


Now, let's get on with making this country well and truly Protestant. Where did I leave that English Prayer Book…..? Must make a few copies of that.



(exit Edward Seymour)

Scene 2

In Edward VI's bedchamber.

EVI:
(coughing and groaning) Oh Dudley, I don't feel too good.

JD:
Don't worry Your Majesty, a couple of Tunes and you'll be fine. 

EVI:
I don't think I'm really in the mood for music. I really feel terrible - I'm hot, I'm coughing, (coughs for effect) I've got a fever and my head is killing me.

JD:
(feels Edward's forehead) OOh my goodness, you have got a temperature. Still, I'm sure you just need to sweat it out.

(looking sly) Er….. Your Majesty, dear boy, if…… and I'm only saying if…… you snuff it, we need to make sure that the next monarch will be Protestant. It would be a disaster if the Catholics got back in. Now I know a very nice girl called Lady Jane Grey. She's young and clever, and most importantly, she's a Protestant. She'd make a great queen.

EVI:
(weakly) Can she get me to the next level on Revenge of the Sith….?

JD:
Oh, I should think so. Just sign here and I'll make sure it's the first thing she does.

EVI:
(groaning) Ok…….oh…uh…(signs the paper) Uh……oh (coughs,  falls back   on to his pillow and dies)

Scene 3

At Lady Jane Grey's house. Lady Jane is sewing.

(Enter John Dudley in a rush)

LJG:
Oh hello Dudley.

JD:
Never mind 'hello' Jane. Come on, you're coming to London to be crowned Queen of England.

LJG:
(flustered) What! But……erm……I'm not sure whether I want…… what about my sewing, I've nearly finished my embroidered picture of Orlando Bloom.

JD:
(dragging Jane out of the room) Plenty of time for that later Queenie!

LJG:
Help!

(Exit John Dudley and Lady Jane Grey)

Scene 4

At court.

LJG:
Dudley, I'm not sure I like being queen. I'm too young and all those friends of Mary keep giving me funny looks. Nobody seems to like me. I just want to finish my embroidery……(starting to snivel)……what will happen to Orlando if I don't finish him……? (crying)

JD:
Pull yourself together Jane and forget about Orlando. You've got more important things to worry about. There are lots of people in England who support Mary instead of you and we're in big trouble.


(Enter two guards from the Tower)

Uh-oh, what did I tell you.

Guard 1:
Come on Lady Jane, there's a nice new home waiting for you in the Tower.

Guard 2:
Yeah, a nice, dark, cold, damp home with a few little furry friends for company. Heh, heh, heh.

LJG:
But you can't do this. I'm the Queen.

Guard 1:
Not any more you're not.


(Exit guards and Lady Jane Grey)

JD:
 Poor Jane………(sighing cheerfully)………Oh well, things could be worse.


(Exit John Dudley)

Scene 4

At the executioner's block

(Jane walks up to the executioner's block and kneels down)

E:
Are you Lady Jane Grey? Because I always like to make sure I've got the right person. Ha ha!

LJG:
No, I'm Kylie Minogue.

E:
(surprised and disappointed) Oh……right……well, you'd better get up then I suppose.

LJG:
(laughing) No, it's all right, I'm only joking. I am really Lady Jane Grey.

E:
Phew! That's a relief. You had me going for a minute. Right, ready? Here goes……



(chops off her head)

Scene 6

In the court of Mary I

MI:
(cackling) Ha Ha! I finally got my way. Queen at last. Ha ha ha!……

Now, with those two pesky teenagers out of the way I can get rid of all those troublesome Protestants and make this country Catholic again……just the way it should be.

Can you continue the scene and finish off the reign of Mary I?

