Henry VIII’s X Factor Assembly

Speaker 1:
Welcome to Year 4’s X-factor!  Our first guest was born in June 1491 and died in 1547 and is one of the most famous Tudor kings… and was also the most feared!  Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Henry the 8th!

Henry arrives onto centre stage and sits on judging table.

Henry:
So this is all to find a decent band, err, I mean wife?  I know a way to do that, lets have a party!

Tudor music played and chn tudor dance.

Henry:
Hmmm… this isn’t Strictly Come Dancing you know!  Oh never mind, I think I may just marry my dead brothers wife instead! 

Speaker 2: 
Our next guest was born in 1485, she was a Spanish princess and before marrying Henry, she married his younger brother Arthur first!  When he died she married Henry and they had 6 children, however only one of them survived – Mary.  Please welcome Catherine of Aragon!

Catherine of Aragon:
Thanks for having me on the show.

Simon Cowell:
Very nice Henry.  But she’s getting a bit old – how can she give you a son to carry on ruling England?

Cheryl Cole:
True Henry, but how could you divorce her – you’re a catholic!

Henry:
 Hmmm… ok, maybe I can start up my own church then where I am head of it so I can divorce her!
Louis:
You could call it the Church of England!

Henry:
Why not!  Now I need to find a nice young new wife.  (To Simon) Tell you what, Catherine’s lady in waiting is pretty…

Danni:
You’ll be lucky!

Henry:
How can I impress her?

Simon:
This is X-factor…

All: 
SING HER A SONG!

Children sing ‘greensleves’, 5 pairs of children dance, and Henry ends up on one knee in front of Anne Boleyn.

Anne Boleyn:
Oh go on then!

Speaker 3:
Anne and Henry had a girl called Elizabeth, but don’t be fooled!  This is not a happy ending!  Anne Boleyn was believed to be in love with someone else, so Henry gave her the chop!

Speaker 4:
What he broke up with her?
Henry:
NO!  I  just chopped her head off!

Executioner demos fake head being chopped off – all children scream.
Speaker 5:
Henry still needed a son.
Simon:
Why?  He had 2 daughters by this point – Elizabeth and Mary.

Speaker 6:
Weren’t you listening?  A girl could not rule the country in those days.

All:
(gasp!)

Cheryl:
So he needed a new wife!

Speaker 7:
Introducing Jane Seymour, Henry’s third wife, apparently the wife that he loved the most.  Henry and Jane were married just 11 days after Anne Boleyn’s execution.
Henry:
Ah Jane!  I think that you were my favourite wife!

Jane:
Only because I gave you a son Henry!

Henry:
True.  It was a shame that you died though.  I waited 2 whole years to get married again after you.

Simon:
2 years - then what?

Henry:
Well…

Speaker 8:
Our 4th wife today was the daughter of a German Duke and painted so beautifully, Henry couldn’t wait to meet her!  He sent for Anne of Cleaves and…

Anne of Cleaves stormed onto the show and interrupts the speaker.

Anne of Cleaves:
YOU HORRIBLE MAN, HOW COULD YOU?

Henry:
Oh be quiet dear!  You weren’t as pretty as your picture, so I divorced you after 6 months.  At least I didn’t give you the chop!

Executioner swings his sword menacingly

Speaker 9:
Unlike this next wife!  This wife was only 19 when she married Henry.  She was Anne Boleyn’s cousin, and was accused of having many love affairs throughout her marriage to Henry.  Please welcome Catherine Howard!
Catherine Howard:
I would say ‘it is nice to see you Henry’, but frankly I would be lying!

Henry:
Well you hurt my feelings with all your boyfriends, so I thought I would hurt you!

All:
OFF WITH HER HEAD!

Demonstration with the executioner and the fake head again.

Cheryl:
(To Henry) You’re quite unlucky in love aren’t you?

Danni:
I certainly wouldn’t marry him!

Henry:
Don’t worry ladies, it gets better!

Speaker 10:
Our last guest on Henry’s X-factor is the lovely Catherine Parr.  She married Henry in 1543 and nursed him when he was dying.  Please welcome Catherine!

Catherine Parr:
Oh Henry! How lovely to see you!

Henry:
Catherine Parr was my last wife and even nursed me when I was dying.  She looked after my 3 children too – what a star!

All Judges:
Did someone say star?  Are JLS here?

Speaker 11:
No, Not today.  It’s not that kind of X-factor!  We would like to end the show with a piece of Tudor music we have learnt.

Chn play tudor song
