
What does absorb mean? (tick the right answer)

· To soak up a liquid

(  To be very bendy

(  To melt in sunlight

Do you remember that we need some materials to be flexible and some to be rigid?  Well, it’s just the same with absorbency.  It’s important that some materials are very absorbent and others don’t absorb any water.

What sort of materials need to be very absorbent and why?  Think of three and complete the table below.

	
	Material
	Reasons why it needs to be absorbent

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


Can you think of some materials don’t absorb water or repel water.  How do we use these materials each day?  Use the example to help you.

	
	Material
	Daily Uses

	1
	Glass
	· Drinking glasses
· Windows

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


Discuss with your friends why it is important that the above materials repel water.
