Year 6: Sikhism – Special times

	About the unit


This unit begins discussing life events within the children’s own experiences. It then moves on to discussing Sikh life events and their significance for Sikh believers. As an extension these events can be compared with Christian and Jewish life events life events and their significance.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Vocabulary

Nam Karan (naming)

Amrit Sanskar (baptism)

Guru Granth Sahib

Gurdwara

Khalsa

Anand Karaj (marriage)

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Expectations

At the end of this unit

Most children will:  Describe how Sikhs celebrate events in their lives such as birth and marriage as well as baptism and explain how these events are specifically linked to their faith.

Some children will not have

made so much progress and will: Describe some of the life events of a Sikh with some understanding of how their faith plays a significant role.

Some children will have 

progressed further and will:  Describe in detail the life events of Sikhs including the significance of their faith at these times. Can compare these events with another faith community in terms of importance to their faith.




	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should learn…
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

	· That people celebrate different events for differing reasons and in differing ways.

· That faith communities also celebrate but their reasons are linked to their faith. 


	Brainstorm occasions when the children celebrate, how do they celebrate and why. The why part may need pushing a bit – because its fun doesn’t count! 

Most faith communities celebrate birthdays, birth, marriage as well as religious festivals.

Discuss how their faith might influence the way they celebrate these events.



	· That Sikh communities celebrate births in a way that reflects their faith.
	Look at any pictures available of a Sikh celebration of birth.

Children may see similarities between Christian christenings as the child is taken to the place of worship to be named.

A fun activity that mirrors how a Sikh child gets its name is to open their favourite book, look at the first word on that page and choose a name starting with the first letter.



	· That Sikh communities celebrate Amrit Sanskar which is their initiation into the Khalsa.
	Discuss situations that may need commitment and preparation – e.g. joining a certain club.

How do you make those decisions?

Explain the serious nature of the Amrit Sanskar and its significance for the Sikh believer.

The children could write a diary entry before and after the ceremony concentrating on their feelings. 



	· That Sikh communities celebrate marriage in a way that reflects their faith.
	Discuss the children’s views on marriage. Should it matter if partners are from different backgrounds? Is one partner more important than the other?!

Sikhs believe marriage is a partnership. 

The ceremony is quite long so don’t feel every aspect has to be covered.

The important aspect is that the Guru Granth Sahib is an integral part even if the ceremony is done at home.

Children could write a narrative account of one of the stages and work together to write a booklet.

	· That there are similarities and difference between faith communities’ ways of celebrating life events.
	The children could compare birth and naming ceremonies or marriage in the 3 faiths covered in KS2.

Another good comparison would be Bar Mitzvah with Amrit Sanskar as both are seen as rites of passage.


	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children should be able to
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· Give different reasons for why and how people celebrate.

· Understand that faith communities celebrate the same events but their faith plays a large part in how and why they celebrate. 
	Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t celebrate birthdays because they believe you shouldn’t spend time celebrating yourself.

	· Describe how a Sikh naming ceremony reflects their faith.
	www.sikhs.org  is a great site for all the information you will need.

	· Understand how the Amrit Sanskar is a significant ceremony in a Sikh’s life. 
	

	· Describe how a Sikh wedding reflects their faith.
	

	· Be able to compare one or more celebration with Judaism and/or Christianity.
	


