The  Doctor Calls on Christmas Day

Cast ( in order of appearance):

 Child,

The Doctor, 

The Ood

A Dalek

A Cyberman

A Clockwork Robot

Herod

Three Kings

Mary,Joseph ( + baby)

Altar is dark. A child is lying, sleeping. It is Xmas morning. There is a stocking at the end of the bed. Child leaps up, rubs eyes and shouts “ Yipee! It's Christmas!” Runs to stocking and gets out box shaped present. It's a TARDIS.

Child: Woah! Brilliant – (shouts to off stage) Thanks, Mum and Dad! (Looks inside) Doctor, Doctor, come out wherever you are! ( Shuts eyes) I wish you were real, I really, really do. 

Doctor: (  stepping out from the back of the altar and addressing audience .) Of course I'm real, otherwise you'd be seeing things and that's not strictly possible, scientifically speaking of course. ( Stops short and peers at child) Well hello there! Timothy right? You want to know how I know, don't you?( Timothy nods,speechless) I know everything ( squats down to child level) And it's your lucky day ( looks at watch ) - Well, 25th December 2000 and er, oh yes, eleven  precisely at 0803.5 exactly. Why is it your lucky day – well, you're the first child to call my name on Christmas day, so according to Article 237665 of the Ancient law of Gallifrey, you are entitled to ask me one question and one only, you mind – don't go sneaking other questions in – that's a very irritating human habit. 

So, what would you like to know?

Child: ( walking twice around the doctor and prodding him to make sure that he is real) Well, I could ask you how old you are, but I know the answer to that one; I could ask you what your  favourite planet is but that's a waste of a question; I could ask you what your best meal is but that's boring – Oh, I know. I want to know who your worst enemy ever was in the whole history of time travel. Was it the Ood – they were pretty scary!

Ood slides in. Crowd boo.

Ood: ( holding out light orb, speaking in a robotic voice) Tea and sugar, master?  Our wish is only to serve.............( Slides off)

Doctor: Naah. Simple species, mind controlled by the Beast – not their fault. They didn't want to be bad.

Child: What about the Daleks, then? They were really bad. Weren't they your sworn enemies?

Doctor – ah, this is more like it. The great space dustbin, a ruthless killing machine

Dalek: ( glides in)   I am a soldier, I was bred to receive orders. Exterminate, Exterminate, Exterminate.

Slides out as crowd boos some more

Doctor: Nope – can't win that one. They were pretty bad but there's one far,far worse. Still makes me shudder now, after all these years.

Child: ( jumping up and tugging at the Doctor's coat) I know, I know. If we're talking history, it has to be the Clockwork robots from Lois thingy's reign. They were really scary...

Doctor: Oh yes! Terrifying – well, Madame de Pompadour thought so – scared her witless hiding under the bed like that

Clockwork Robot enters, walking robotically. Doctor pours drink over head:Robot stops dead.

Doctor: High grade engine oil...works every time. Mechanical droid, you see. Thick as a whatsit. Nope, think again!

Child: ( shouting) Eureka! The cybermen!!They took your minds and wham, you were dead. Gotta be them, hasn't it, hasn't it?

Enter cyberman. 

Doctor: Yes , now you're getting close– completely cold, calculating and logical. Become like the cybermen or be deleted.( Thinks for a minute...then shakes head) No – you need to think human, think 2 000 years ago, think about the birth of the most important man in the world and then think about the one person who tried to destroy Him before he was even born. Look around you Timothy Lennox – use your eyes. Where are we?

Child: Why, it's a church!

Doctor: Oh you're clever. And whose house is it?

Child: God's

Doctor: And the son of God made man on earth was Jesus and who tried to kill Jesus, Timothy? It was Herod! King Herod, the most vicious and sworn enemy of all mankind, Timothy – not just my enemy( whispers and pulls Timothy to one side. They squat down)

Enter Herod and the Three Kings. Herod is rubbing his hands together with an evil look.

Doctor: ( pointing)Now there's a cunning, evil and ruthless killer.

Herod: ( In a silky smooth voice)When you find the baby Jesus, you must return at once and tell me where he is. I wish to go and worship him. ( As the three kings exit, Herod in a conspiratorial manner to audience) That child will never be king of the Jews as they say he will. I am king and my glory will live forever( laughs manically) I plan to kill him. ( sawing motion at neck). You wait and see.

Herod exits.

Dr and Child come out from the side of the altar.

Child: But he didn't manage to kill him, did he?

Doctor: Course not. The magi were too clever for that. When they got to the stable and found Jesus, they were warned in a dream about  Herod's evil plan, so they went back to their own country by a different route. Took them much longer – shame they couldn't have teleported themselves. Anyway, when Herod found out, he was furious. He was so intent on killing Jesus that he ordered the killing of all the babies under the age of 2 in and around Bethlehem, just in case one of them happened to be Jesus. 

Child: ( shocked) That's awful. No wonder he's the worse enemy ever.

Doctor: I know. But he never found Jesus although he spent the rest of his life trying to find him.  

Did you know that the sole reason why God sent His son, Jesus, to earth was so that our sins could be forgiven and to take us to heaven when we die? If it hadn't been for God's love, the human race would have destroyed itself. Imagine that – we are here today because of that baby there.

Cut to tableau of Mary, Joseph and the baby. 

Tableau remains while the reading takes place.

Reading

A reading from St Matthew chapter 2, verses 1-12

