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	Good morning, and welcome to Class 1’s assembly. Today we are going to be telling you about a famous discovery of Anglo-Saxon objects. Please listen carefully.
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	Who were the Anglo-Saxons?

	3
	The Angle, Saxon, and Jute tribes who invaded Britain in the 5th and 6th centuries are known as the Anglo-Saxons.

	4
	They left their homes in northern Germany, Denmark and northern Holland and rowed across the North Sea in wooden boats.

	5
	A King’s Burial

	6
	In 1939, an amazing discovery was made at Sutton Hoo in Suffolk. Lots of mounds were dug and treasure was discovered in some of them.
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	When a large earth mound was dug up archaeologists found traces of an Anglo-Saxon ship containing the treasure that belonged to one of the earliest English Kings, Redwald, King of East Anglia. 
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	Archaeologists think this may have been the grave of King Redwald, who died around 625AD. He was the most important king in England. He lived about 1400 years ago.
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	40 of Redwald’s servants rowed a boat to the bottom of the hill, and then they dragged it to the top and lowered it into the grave. The boat was 28 metres long. That is longer than the hall.
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	Redwald’s family and other servants carried his body and placed it in the middle of the ship with jewellery, weapons and other things.
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	Some of Redwald’s slaves built a huge mound of soil over his grave. There were other mounds but Redwald’s mound was the biggest.
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	Archaeologists never found the body of the king, but chemical tests on the soil proved that the body had once been there.
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	Almost 1000 years after Redwald died, a gang of robbers opened the mounds and took all they could find. In the 19th century, people dug trenches and discovered that most of the mounds had been robbed.

	14
	Some of the mounds had royal people buried in them; some had people buried in them that had been killed.
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	One of the archaeologists in 1939 said: ‘There were great moments that we will never forget such as the lifting of the silver plate that for days had been half covering a silver basin. We knew that exciting things were waiting to be uncovered and we were not disappointed.’
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	We are now going to show you some objects that were found at Sutton Hoo. We have made them from card, paint and glue.
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	The Anglo-Saxons believed that King Redwald would have needed these objects in his next life.
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	This amazing helmet is very rare; only four helmets from Anglo-Saxon times have ever been found.

	19
	It was King Redwald’s helmet and the pictures show the helmet when it was found and what it would have looked like.
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	The purse lid covered a leather purse that had gold coins in it. It had three hinged straps from the waist belt.
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	It was fastened by a gold buckle. The lid was probably made of whale-bone ivory - a precious material in Anglo-Saxon times.
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	The purse had 37 gold coins, 3 blank coin shapes, and 2 small gold bars in it.
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	The blank coin shapes were put in to make the number 40.
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	People think that the 40 coins were to pay the men that would row the burial ship into the ‘Otherworld’. 

	25
	The gold ingots were to pay the men steering the ship.
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	The sword is made from gold and other types of metal. It was buried in a wooden scabbard.
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	The scabbard had sheep wool inside it. The oil of the sheep wool kept the blade bright. The blade was 84cms long.
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	This buckle, found crushed beneath the sword, fastened the belt from which the sword hung. 

	29
	It was made from gold and decorated with garnets. A garnet is a precious stone.
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	There are many more objects to look at. Why not go on to the British Museum website and have a look for yourself?
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	Thank you very much for listening. We will now sing:


