Education Sunday (8/2/04)


· We would like to talk to you today about patience, and to take this opportunity to remind ourselves to enjoy and appreciate the time we have.

· We feel that it is very important to be grateful for life’s little treasures, and not to be too caught up in looking forward to what might happen tomorrow.

· This is a short play about being patient, and how sometimes we miss the great things that are happening in our lives.

Narrator: This is Jake. He is 8 months old. He can crawl around, sit up, and even open cupboard doors….but he doesn’t do these things very often because he is too busy crying and getting frustrated at not being able to climb up on the settee and jump around!

Baby: I can’t wait to be able to walk and run around. I’m fed up with just crawling everywhere. I can’t wait to climb and jump on the settee as well!

Narrator 2: That’s all very well, but as soon as he can climb up on the settee, he’ll be able to fall off it and bump his head too! He should try to be happy, enjoying crawling around discovering new things – he’ll never be 8 months old again.

Narrator 3: This is Becky. She is 8 years old. She can do loads of great things and she has loads of friends to play with. She dances and sings, and she goes to Brownies every week…but sometimes she wishes for more.

Becky: I can’t wait to be a teenager – then I can go out by myself, go to big school and wear make-up like the popstars on TV.

Narrator 4:  That’s all very well, but there’s plenty of time for all that! Besides, at big school you’ll get more homework and sometimes your mum and dad won’t help you – not because they think you should be doing it yourself, but because they can’t do it! Enjoy your childhood while you can – you only get one!

Narrator 5: This is Tom. He’s 15 years old. He enjoys playing loud, tuneless music and is a pretty good skateboarder. He can be grumpy from time to time because he thinks that adults don’t understand what it’s like to be young – he thinks his mum has always been in her forties!

Tom: I can’t wait to leave school and get job. I’m sick of teachers telling me what to do, and when get a job I’ll get paid for the work I’m doing. I’ll have some money so I’ll be able to party all the time!

Narrator 6: That’s all very well, but when you get a job, you’ll just have someone else telling you what to do instead of your teachers. You might have more money but there’ll be no more school holidays – so not much time for partying. No – it’ll be ‘up at the crack of dawn’ every day – you’ll miss being at school I tell you!

Narrator 7: This is Sally. She’s 42 years old. She has 2 children – one who’s 12 and another who’s 10. She works in a bank, and enjoys going out for meals, doing aerobics and watching E.R. with George Clooney. Sometimes though, she wishes she had more time to herself.

Sally: I’m bored with this job. I can’t wait to retire then I can put my feet up and relax. I’ll do a bit of gardening when I’ve got the time! Honestly, I never get a minute’s peace, what with work and the kids – and that ironing won’t do itself!

Narrator 8: That’s all very well, but are you going to spend all day gardening when you retire? Won’t you miss your children when they grow up and go to live somewhere else? You’ll never be 42 again so why not forget about gardening and putting your feet up for now? Your children will soon grow up and leave home, so why not take them somewhere exciting this weekend?

Narrator 9: This is Bert. He’s 78 years old. He’s a happy man with his loving children and grandchildren around. He knows what’s important to him and he knows what he likes. He enjoys life, but even Bert sometimes wishes things could be different….

Bert: (a little sadly) I wish I was young again.

Narrator 10: So it seems that when we are young we often wish we were older, and we fail to be happy with all the great things we’ve got. Then when we get older, we wish we could have our youth back!

Narrator 11: We should take the time to enjoy all of the wonderful things in life. We are all special people, and we should all make the most of our time in the world that God has created for us.

Narrator 12: We will now sing ‘Thank you Lord’

Narrator 13: Please join us in our prayer.
