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	Learning 

Objectives
	Activities

Assessment Opportunities
	Differentiation
	Resources
	Evaluation

	To investigate, disassemble and evaluate a range of musical instruments in order to learn how they function
	Gather a collection of simple musical instruments for the children to investigate. Ask questions such as: What materials are used to make the instrument? What is the structure of the instrument? Is it solid or hollow? Does it have a box, arm, stem, board? Identify the different parts, materials used and methods of assembly used in the instruments. 
	 Chn sketch the instruments annotating features, structures, how the sound is made. Provide a picture of a musical instrument for LA to label with vocab on table. 
	Musical instruments. 

Flashcards with vocab on. 
	

	To know how the working characteristics of materials relate to the ways materials are used. 


	On each table set out materials (e.g. biscuit tin, elastic bands, plastic bottle…) for the group to use and to assemble temporarily to make an instrument. (Each group should have a different focus, e.g. scraping, or plucking). Chn iinvestigate the strengths of different materials and how and where they could be strengthened. Groups present and share findings. Recap on science lessons for features such as pitch and volume, and how we discovered these could be changed.
	 HA: note down observations and suggest alternative ways of combing the materials. 

LA Support if necessary.
	Shake (margarine pots with rice, gravel or sand) 

scrapers (plastic bottles with ridges, dowel rods, glasspaper) 

drums (food containers, biscuit tins, material to stretch over the top of the containers) 

string instruments (food containers, elastic bands, string)
	

	To design a high quality  musical instrument  and to consider materials, 
	Explain to the children that the task is to design and make a musical instrument for a particular purpose. Explain which aspects of the design are set (e.g. due to available resources) and which aspects they are free to choose. Remind chn of previous work/ideas. Chn work with a partner to discuss their idea and to sketch and annotate their proposals. Each pair must consider the purpose, the sound they want to make and ensure it will be of high quality. 

Chn list the materials they will use and need to collect, and the proposed sequence of production. 


	HA/MA ensure that evaluations of the proposals are taking place and consider what the difficulties may be/how they might respond if things go wrong with their plan.
	Sketch books. 

Show examples of other chn’s work from this unit. 
	


	(2 weeks)

To proceed with design plan. 
	Tell chn if they are happy with their plans, they may proceed with their plan. 

Demonstrate how to use materials and tools safely and how to achieve a good join of materials. Explain importance of using measurements to ensure accurate fittings.

Chn test and evaluate their work in a positive manner, and to make changes to their designs, where necessary.   
	 By outcome. 
	Chn plan for and collect resources as well as a range of materials supplied by school. 
	

	To finish off, evaluate and present instruments. 
	Show how instruments are often ‘finished off’ through sanding, varnishing, decoration and give the chn the opportunity to finish off work (by painting, placing patterns etc). chn present their instruments to the class talking about the difficulties and strengths of the instruments. (In future chn use their instruments in music lessons where appropriate). 
	 
	Paints. 
	


