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    Ideas for Guided Reading and Writing

Make sure that in any session plenty of time is allowed for looking at the illustrations-they are amazing and the children could spend hours just looking at them alone!
· Introduce book, look at cover/ title/ blurb/ author etc..

· Read up to the page about the poison pool, ask the children why they think the rubbish is dumped there? What kinds of rubbish can they see in the illustrations? Why do you think the illustrations have been done in such great detail? What effect does this have on us? Would the words be as effective without the illustrations? Writing Challenge: Make a list of the rubbish you can see on page 2, can you find something beginning with every letter of the alphabet?
· Read the next 4 pages of the story until “…he had no electricity nor any wish for it.” What do these 4 pages tell us about The Paperbag Prince? How did he get his name? What does he look like? What does he do? Why do the animals like him so much? Where does he come from? What was his life like before the dump? Writing Challenge: answer the question Who Is The Paperbag Prince? This could be done as a straight piece of descriptive writing, a newspaper article about the dump, an interview with the Paperbag Prince, by writing in character as the Paperbag Prince and introducing yourself or as a poem.
·  Read next 2 pages where council worker gives him his papers back. Why does she speak slowly and loudly to the Paperbag Prince? This section could lead to a discussion about our attitudes to people getting older, what presumptions do we make? How do we act towards people who look old?

· Read the next 3 pages to where the railway carriage has been delivered. Why did the lorry and crane driver think he was mad? Why does the Paperbag Prince want to live on the rubbish dump? What makes a home a home? Writing Challenge: if you could live anywhere where would you live and why?
· Read to the end of the book. Why do you think the dog wanted to run away? How had she got so weak? What did the Paperbag Prince do to make her feel at home?

· Choose your favourite illustration and describe why you think it’s the best. 

· As a group create your own rubbish dump collage.

· Write an acrostic poem called PAPERBAG PRINCE.

· Find out about where rubbish from your house goes.

· Design a poster to encourage people to recycle their rubbish.

· Write a list of similes to describe the Paperbag Prince. 

· Find out more about Colin Thompson, he has a very interesting and child friendly web site  www.colinthompson.com 
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