Guided Reading Plan

Book: Hiawatha’s Childhood – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



Year: 4


Term: Autumn


 
Lesson: 1

Objectives: 

· To appreciate the richness of pictures in a book and that picture books are not just for babies

· To explore through pictures the story being told

· To develop greater awareness of the value of pictures 

Tasks:

Look at the cover and answer these questions.

a) Who is the author of this book? Who is the book about?

b) Who is Hiawatha? Boy /Girl. Where do they live area, country.

c) What sort of character do you think Hiawatha will have? What will their everyday life be like?

d) Is it a serious book? Fact or Fiction

e) How does the beautiful illustration affect you? What do you expect from the rest of the book?

Now read the Blurb inside the front cover and answer these questions.

f) Why do you think that Hiawatha learns from his grandmother?

g) Dictionary: extract, hypnotic, lilting, cadences, convey, equisite.

h) What format (genre) will the book take?

i) Who is the blurb aimed at? Who is the book aimed at?

j) Where might you look for the full version of this poem?

In pairs discuss the dedication and the first double page spread pictures.

Ask children to ‘read’ the book from the pictures discussing what they see on each page and what this tells us about Hiawatha and his life. Urge them not to look at the text at all yet. Look for the small details.

Look through the pictures again asking pupils to contribute to discussion draw their attention to detail 

e.g. Nokomis’ headband, the decoration inside the tepee, the myriad of figures on the comet’s trail, the ice figure’s dancing in the trees, the chief with head-dress paddling his canoe, reflections, the look of awe on Hiawatha’s face and contentment on Nokomis’ as they look at the rainbow (what does the contrast in these emotions tell you?), the tepee in the background with smoke coming out of the chimney hole, name the different animals Hiawatha’s face and head-dress on the last page.

At each stage discuss what we know about Hiawatha. Is he well cared for, does he go to school, is he happy. Discuss the possibility to deduce the answer to these and other questions
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Independent Reading Task (between sessions):

Find out about the Kate Greenaway Award (use the Internet) What sorts of books is it awarded to? Which other books have also won this award? How would this influence your reading choices?

Can you find anything about real-life Native American Indians (library) How do you think that Hiawatha’s life compares with that of Native American children today?

Based on just the pictures  and the story told by them who would you recommend this book to?
Guided Reading Plan

Book: Hiawatha’s Childhood

Year: 4

Term: Autumn


 Lesson: 2/3

Objectives: 

· To appreciate the richness of pictures in a book and understand how pictures and text should complement one another.

· To delve further into the text through discussion of content.
Independent Reading Task (between sessions):

Find out about the Kate Greenaway Award (use the Internet) What sorts of books is it awarded to? Which other books have also won this award? How would this influence your reading choices?

Can you find anything about real-life Native American Indians (library) How do you think that Hiawatha’s life compares with that of Native American children today?
Based on just the pictures and the story told by them who would you recommend this book to?
Tasks:

Discuss what children have found out about the KG Award and the contrast between romantic/ historic images of Native American Indians and their lives today.

Children take it in turns to read one page each. Identify the places and things mentioned on each page and the feeling created by it- explain referring to text.

e.g. Does Hiawatha live in a nice place?

What sort of a person is Nokomis? How does she care for Hiawatha?

Do you think that Nokomis is intelligent? What does she teach Hiawatha? Why is this important? Do you think that she can read and write?

What is the broad-white road in heaven? (The Milky Way)

In Winter Nokomis shows Hiawatha many natural wonders of his world do you think that this is important?

What is the ‘whispering’ of the pine trees?

What are ‘brakes’?

Think about the song of childhood that Hiawatha sings. Can you think of any English childhood songs that you might want to include in a poem about the wonder of childhood?

What do we say that you can see in the face of the moon? Who do Nokomis and Hiawatha believe that it is? What is a story like this called?

What is a prairie? Perish? Discuss the text and the expressions on their faces. How is a rainbow really formed? Why does Nokomis say that it is the flowers blossoming in heaven?

Why was H. scared of the owl noise? What do owls sound like? Do you think that he was still afraid after Nokomis had explained the noise?

Do you think that H liked the birds? Did he learn about them quickly? Do you think that they were afraid of him? Do you think that an English child of the same age would be as aware/ able to watch the birds without frightening them away? What does this tell us about the personality of H?

Do you think H is afraid of the animals of the forest?

What do the animals think of him? What about the deer?

How do you think N thinks of H and the way that he is growing up?
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Independent Reading Task (between sessions):

Find a clear night and go out after dark if you can. Look into the sky and see what stars you can see. Can you spot Orion also known as the hunter, use your sheet to see what it looks like.

Read and practise reading each page to develop fluency.

Arrange with year 3 class for pupils to pair up with a L.A/ BA partner and share the poem with their partner, answer any questions about the text and enjoy together.
