Guided Reading Plan

Book: In the Middle of the Night – Kathy Henderson


Year: 4


Term: Autumn 
Lesson: 1

Objectives: 

· To appreciate the richness of pictures in a book and that picture books are not just for babies

· To explore through pictures the story being told

· To use pictures as cues for understanding and to aide word recognition

· To foster an enjoyment of reading

Tasks:

Look at the cover and answer these questions.

a) Who is the author of this book? What is the book about?

b) Is it a story book or a fact book?

Read the Blurb to the children

c) Who is the blurb intended for?

d) Who is the book for?

e) Why doesn’t it tell you more about what is in the book?

In pairs discuss the dedication why are there 2 and what are the initials for?

Ask the children for some examples of things that happen at night and to give some reasons why they happen then rather than in the daytime. 

Ask children to ‘read’ the book from the pictures discussing in pairs what they see on each page and what this tells us. Urge them not to look at the text at all yet. Look for the small details.

Look through the pictures again asking pupils to contribute to discussion draw their attention to detail 

Toys in the nursery; the cat in the rubbish; lights on in a few windows; the window cleaner; the teddy on the front of the garbage truck; the cleaner’s headscarf; the observatory; the time on the clock in the bakery; the different loaves; the bakers’ hats; the picture on the trucks; the nurses uniforms; the lights; the mail sacks; and the sorting compartments;

Why do you think that the book ends with the room as it starts in?
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Independent Reading Task (between sessions):

Choose three things not illustrated in the book that take place in the night and draw an appropriate picture in keeping with the ones in the book think about small relevant details to include.
Guided Reading Plan

Book: In the Middle of the Night

Year: 4


Term: Autumn 
Lesson: 2/3

Objectives: 

· To use pictures as cues for understanding and to aide word recognition

Independent Reading Task (between sessions):

Choose three things not illustrated in the book that take place in the night and draw an appropriate picture in keeping with the ones in the book think about small relevant details to include.
Tasks:

Read the text independently (hear individual readers at this time) 

Look back through each page discuss any words that the pupils found difficult encourage pupils to use the pictures to help them work out meanings of words or support ‘sight’ reading of more difficult words.

Look at how the book deals with someone dying, why is it not really sad in this case?

Why do you think that the next page is about a baby? What effect does this have?
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Independent Reading Task (between sessions):

Go through the book and identify any words that you did not know the meaning of. Write them in your book and the copy the meaning of the word from the dictionary.
