“Stig Of The Dump”

by Clive King

Chapter 1

The Ground Gives Way, pages 1 – 11

Where was Barney?

What had Barney been warned of?

What did Barney think about when he was looking at the chalk pit?

What was it used for now?

What sort of things did people throw in the pit?

Describe where Barney landed.

Why couldn’t he move his legs?

What did Barney see in the cave? What did it look like?

What did Stig make to help Barney?

What was the ‘plumbing’ in the cave?

What was the lamp made from?

What does it mean – “his hands looked cleverer than his face”?

Why wasn’t Barney bothered by the rustlings?

Do Barney’s sister and grandmother believe him about Stig?
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Chapter 2

Digging With Stig, pages 12 – 19

What time of year is it?

Why do you think Barney and Lou are at their grandmother’s house?

Do you think Lou is older or younger than Barney? Why?

Why did Barney start to doubt that Stig was real?

What made him decide that Stig was real?

What do you think had happened to the hole?

What did Barney want to take to Stig?

What did he take?

What had been used to cover the hole in the cliff?

What did Barney do with the carrots? Why?

How did Barney know that Stig liked the carrots?
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Pages 20 - 24

Why did the dump look more cheerful?

Why do you think Barney almost expected Stig to take the apple with his teeth?

Why didn’t Stig’s den look cheerful?

What did Stig use to dig with?

Why were the new piles of chalk placed away from Stig’s door?

Why didn’t Barney invite Stig to lunch?

How do you think Barney’s Grandmother would have reacted to Stig coming to lunch?
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Pages 25 - 35

How did Barney get the jam jars to Stig?

Why did Barney think that Stig had “got brains”?

Why didn’t Barney let himself down on the rope?

What do you think Stig might use the jars and tins for?

Why do you think Barney normally carried a tin opener with him?

What did Barney make out of the flattened can?

What did Stig make out of the tin cans?

Describe the fireplace that the two built.

What did Barney decide to do with the jars?

In your own words, describe what he made.

Why did Barney say, “That’s that!” after they had finished the window?

What did they use the ends of the tins for?

Do you think Stig understood when Barney said he had to go home? Why?

Do you think Stig will still be there at Christmas?
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Chapter 3

It Warms you Twice, pages 36 - 43

What time of year is it?

In your own words, describe the dump and Stig’s cave when Barney got there.

What did Barney think was wrong with Stig?

“He moved as if his joints were rusty”, what does this tell you about how Stig moved?

Why do you think Stig did not take the axe?

Why did Barney’s grandfather say that wood would warm you twice?

Why did Barney climb the tree?

Why was Stig cutting so quickly with the saw?

How had seeing the axe and the saw changed Stig’s mood? Why?
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Pages 43 - 50

What did the two boys do with the tree once it had been brought down?

How did Stig try start the fire?

What do you think Stig thought when he saw Barney lighting the matches?

Why wouldn’t Stig waste another match?

Describe what Stig drew on the wall.

Do you think Barney’s sister and grandmother believed that Stig was real?
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Chapter 4

Gone A-Hunting, pages 51-58

How did Barney try to help Stig to understand about hunting?

What did they take with them?

Why did Stig drop to the ground?

What do you think Stig was hunting for?

Why was Barney unsure about killing the pheasant?

Why did the two boys hide?

Why do you think Stig did not kill the fox?
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Page 58 – 64

What did Stig do to get rid of the hound?

What do you think Stig was thinking when he heard the hunt?

Why could Stig move so quickly through the undergrowth and Barney could not?

Describe the scene when the white horse came out of the wood.

What had Lou really seen?

Why didn’t Lou say anything when Barney had told her about hunting with Stig?
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Chapter 5

The Snargets, pages 65 – 72

Describe what Barney could see from the window in the first paragraph.

What did Barney hear and see in the pit?

Who were they?

What were they doing?

Why did Barney throw clay at the shelter?

Who do you think Albert is?

What were the Snargets doing inside the shack before they all walked away?

Would you have gone into the shack if you were Barney?

Did the Snargets believe that Stig was real?

How did Barney describe Stig?
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Pages 73 – 80

Why did Barney suddenly feel sorry for the Snargets once he had gone into Stig’s cave?

Why didn’t Stig move back when Barney did?

Why do you think Stig took the young Snarget to his den after he had fallen?

What did the “white flag” mean?

What did the older Snarget boys bring for Stig?

What did Stig do with the jelly babies at first?

What did Stig do with his cigarette?

Why do you think Barney wasn’t sure whether to have a cigarette?

What did the Snargets do to prove they would not tell the secret to anyone?
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Chapter 6

Skinned and Buried, pages 81 - 89

What did Barney see from the tree?

What was Stig doing when Barney made it to his den?

How did Barney help Stig understand what was happening?

Why was Barney pleased to be given the “bowanarrows”?

What did Barney hit with his first arrow?

Were the men telling the truth? How do you know?

Why do you think Stig was interested in the man’s coat?

Why was Stig excited the car going into the pit?
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Pages 90 – 97

What did Stig do when he got to the car? Why?

Why did they try to hide the car?

Why did Stig freeze?

What did the man mean when he said, “Got windy because a couple of kids was playin’ Red Indians”?

Do you think Barney’s grandmother believed his story?

What had happened to the car by the time the policeman reached it?

Why did Barney make lots of noise as they headed towards Stig’s den?

Describe Stig’s den when they got inside.

How did Barney cheer Stig up after taking his treasure away?
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Chapter 7

Party Manners, pages 98 – 107

What time of year is it now?

How long do you think it is since Barney was last there?

What did Barney and Lou want to watch?

Why was Granny reluctant for the two to go the fancy dress party?

How did Barney think Stig could help him?

What did Stig make from the umbrella pieces?

Why did Stig keep offering Barney some of his possessions?

What did Barney find at the bottom of the pile of skins? Where might it have come from?

How did Barney persuade Stig to part with the leopard skin?

Describe Barney after he had dressed up.
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Pages 107 – 120

Do you think Lou enjoyed being dressed up as a leopard?

Who had ambushed Lou instead of Barney?

Why did Lou want to stop the game?

How was Lou feeling as they walked through the woods?

Describe the hall and the party.

What had made the lights go out?

Where did Barney see the leopard hiding?

Why did the hunters stop and stare?

How did Barney know the other leopard was real?

Why did the leopard turn its attention to Stig?

Did Zorro believe that the leopard in the stable was a real one?

Who were the men with the truck and rifles?
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Chapter 8 

Midsummer Night, pages 121 – 127

What time of year is it now?

How old is Barney?

Why couldn’t Barney stay up until it was dark?

Who was Dinah?

Do you think Barney really could see as well in the dark as he could in the light? Why?

How did they know what time it was?

What appeared in front of them?

Why did Lou think they were dreaming what was happening?

What do you think had happened? Where were they?
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Pages 128 – 135

Where were they?

Why didn’t Lou want to go to the campfire?

Describe what the children could see and hear.

Who do you think the people were?

Who was playing the “harp”?

Why didn’t Lou want to Barney to give them away to Stig?

What did give them away?

How was Barney going to escape form the tree?

What happened to him?
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Chapter 9

The Standing Stones, pages 136 – 141

When wad the last time that Barney had fallen like that?

Why was Lou surprised when she met Stig?

“You know, in the old days. I mean, when things were usual” – What did Barney mean?

What made Lou look slightly different from the others?

What gave the camp a “holiday feel”?

What were they feeling as they walked round the circle?

Who was sat in the middle of the circle?

What did he look like?

How did Barney know that Stig was saying that they were friends?
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Pages 142 – 152

Where did Lou copy her speech from?

Do you think the chief liked the speech? Why?

What were the children given?

Why didn’t the children wan to eat the meat they were given?

What did the children think could be making the noises?

Why did the children still think that they were dreaming?

What was “the Thing”?

How were the men moving it?

Why do you think Barney felt disappointed when he saw “the Thing”?
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Pages 152 – 159

Why do you think they were going quicker even though it seemed like the steepest part?

Why did Barney think that the job was not finished when they reached the chief?

What were they intending to do with the stone?

Why were they taking such care to get the stone into position?

Why was the king looking anxious?

How did Barney and Stig stop the stone moving and crushing Lou?

What happened when the sun came up?

What do you think had really happened?

How did they get back to the house?

Who was Stig?

