Read chapter 1 and 2

‘In an empty desolate place.’

Chapter 1 describes Bruno’s house in Berlin. Write a list of words and phrases that create the image of his home.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
How does Bruno feel about his Berlin home?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________
Now do the same for chapter 2 (Bruno’s new home)
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
How does Bruno feel about his ‘new home’?

_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
What devices does the author use to create contrast for the reader?

_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
‘Bruno could see right across Berlin is he stood on his tiptoes and held onto the frame tightly’

It isn’t just physical descriptions of the two homes that create contrast. The way the characters behave and react to events also adds atmosphere. In his Berlin house, Bruno can see far and wide and likes what he sees. How does he react when he looks out the window of his new home? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We aren’t told what it is he sees. What do you think it might be?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do other characters react to the move? What tells us this?

Make a list of key characters and add the relevant information, supported with evidence from the text:

	Character
	Reaction
	Evidence

	Bruno’s mother


	She is resentful about having to move
	‘We don’t have the luxury of thinking,,, some people make all the decisions for us.’


As you continue to read…

‘There was a huge wire fence that ran along the top, extending further along in every direction.’

Bruno’s life is full of barriers. What are those barriers? Make a list. How many of these are physical? How many are created by the world around him? How do these barriers affect his understanding of his situation, and the situation of those around him?

	Barrier
	Physical/created by the world around him?
	How does it affect his understanding of his situations and those around him?

	
	
	


Who unlocks these barriers for him and helps to educate him as to what is really going on?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There are points in the novel when Bruno gains deeper understanding about Out-With, his father’s role, the fury and shmuel. As you continue to read, create a story board (or write brief notes) of these moments. Some of these moments may seem insignificant but are crucial to Bruno’s education.



‘Nothing in the world would have persuaded him to let it go.’

What began as a cheerful story in chapter 1 becomes much darker as Bruno is educated about what happens beyond the fence. Look back at your storyboards/notes and reflect on how much Bruno has learnt.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there any evidence in chapter 19 that suggests his education is complete? What stops him accepting the full horror? At what point do you come to a full understanding of what is happening?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
There is a sense of urgency in chapter 19. How does the author build up the pace towards the climatic end? To help you, think about how this might be filmed.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading

‘Not in this day and age.’
Re-read chapter 20 – The last chapter. What doe you think the author is trying to say to the reader?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there a moral or message?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What new insights have you gained from reading this story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
