The Goose Girl

Before reading the book

1. Who is the author?
2. Name the illustrator of this book.
3. In what year was the book published and by whom?

4. Are there any chapters in this book?

5. To whom is the book dedicated?

Answer these questions as you read the book:

1. At the start of the story, the princess might have been unhappy.  Why?

2. What was the greatest treasure that the princess would be taking with her when she left her mother?  

3. The horse had a special gift.  What was it?

4. How would the blood-stained cloth protect the princess?

5. How were the princess’s clothes different to the maid’s?

6. How did the maid’s behaviour change once she had left the palace?

7. She couldn’t get her revenge on the princess until something happened.  What was it?

8. When the maid swapped clothes with the princess to take her place did she act like a princess?

9. How did the king know that there was something “strange” about the goose-girl?
10. Why did the king like the Goose girl so much after he had talked to her?

11. Do you think the maid deserved to die in the way she chose?  Explain your answer as fully as you can, mentioning her character and actions.
The Goose Girl

Before reading the book

1. Who is the author? Gillian Cross
2. Name the illustrator of this book.  Jason Cockcroft
3. In what year was the book published and by whom?  1998, Scholastic
4. Are there any chapters in this book? No
5. To whom is the book dedicated? Sebastien Daniell
Answer these questions as you read the book:

1. At the start of the story, the princess might have been unhappy.  Why? Her father had died and she had to leave her mother to be married.
2. What was the greatest treasure that the princess would be taking with her when she left her mother?  Her horse, Falada
3. The horse had a special gift.  What was it?  He could talk when the time was right
4. How would the blood-stained cloth protect the princess? It would keep everything evil away from her.
5. How did the maid’s behaviour change once she had left the palace? She wouldn’t follow the princesses orders anymore
6. She couldn’t get her revenge on the princess until something happened.  What was it? The princess had to lose or drop the cloth.
7. When the maid swapped clothes with the princess to take her place did she act like a princess? No, she became evil- she had Falada slaughtered to protect herself.
8. How did the king know that there was something “strange” about the goose-girl? He watched her in the meadow with Conrad.  He saw her talk to Falada’s head on the gate and it reply; she sang a song to the wind to blow Conrad’s hat off.
9. Why did the king like the Goose girl so much after he had talked to her? She would not break her vow of silence- she had promised not to tell a living soul about the maid.
10. Do you think the maid deserved to die in the way she chose?  Explain your answer as fully as you can, mentioning her character and actions.  Yes and No.  Yes, because she’d threatened to kill the princess and had Falada slaughtered.  She had chosen her own fate unwittingly because she was blinded by her own importance.  No, because she had chosen a very harsh, painful death, she should have been made to work hard for the rest of her life with no time off.  (Example)
