

Words which mean the opposite, like up – down, north – south, and clean – dirty are called antonyms.
Exercise One:

Match the opposites together in both of the separate boxes.

	forwards
	voluntary

	entrance
	 singular

	artificial
	 expensive

	bent
	 light

	maximum
	 backwards

	plural
	 genuine

	heavy
	 straight

	cheap
	minimum

	compulsory
	exit

	poverty
	smooth

	black
	true

	permanent
	shallow

	punishment
	departure

	false
	wealth

	admit
	reward

	rough
	white

	deep
	temporary

	arrival
	deny


Exercise Two:
In list A circle the word on the right which has the opposite meaning to the word on the left.

List A:
(a) severe
-    stern, joined, used, mild, played

(b) bought
-    sold, helped, gave, took

(c) gained     -    added, influenced, vanished, lost 

(d) moistened  -  dampened, watered, dried, tried

(e) hastened  -    hurried, lost, growled, loitered

(f)  pleased  -      arrested, annoyed, happy, helped

(g) applause  -    clapped, sang, booing, assistance

(h) cautious  -     stupid, reckless, careful, light

(i)  borrowed  -   lent, helped, lost, gained

(j)  built  -          erected, strong, destroyed, pleased

Exercise Three:
	empty
	friend

	ancient
	sweet

	enemy
	ugly

	beautiful
	full

	bitter
	modern


