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The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo     


Chapter 1: Chilblains and Semolina Pudding

Complete this after reading Chilblains and Semolina Pudding
1. The narrator starts the chapter by talking about the Butterfly Lion.

Write a few lines about how you imagine the Butterfly Lion is and draw him in the box below.
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2. The narrator is in boarding school in Wiltshire, in England. Boarding school is very different to the school you go to. Write about how different boarding school in England is to your own school experience.
	

	

	

	

	


3. Draw the narrator as a little boy. Label your drawing with describing words which say how the narrator felt in boarding school.
4. The narrator is very scared of a boy at school. What is his name?

__________________________________

Find the sentence that shows how the narrator feels about this boy.

_______________________________________________________

5. What would you do if you were facing a bully? Write about it.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


6. Vocabulary. Find the meaning of the following words:

Chilblains: ____________________

Detentions:____________________

Pluck up the courage:_______________

Find other new words and write them in your New words and their meanings list.

7. Answer the following questions

About how long do butterflies live?

_______________________________________________________________

What was worse than getting a canning across the back of the legs?

_______________________________________________________________

Chapter 2: Strange meeting
Complete this after reading Strange Meeting

1. The narrator meets an old lady. What is she like? 

Draw her and label your drawing with describing words. Find some of the words in your book and think of others to describe her.
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2. The old lady mentions a person called Bertie. Who do you think he is? What is his relationship to the old lady?

	

	

	

	


3. Re-read pages 16 and 17. What was the shape the clouds cast over the hillside?
______________________________________________________________

4. At the end of this chapter, the old lady is about to tell a story. 

Where will the story take place? (find clues in your book):______________________

What do you think the story is going to be about? ___________________________
5. Vocabulary. Find the meaning of the following words in a dictionary:
Ominous: ____________________

Hackles :____________________

Cast a shadow :_______________

Find other new words and write them in your New words and their meanings list.
6. In this chapter, we got to find out a little more about the Butterfly Lion. Make notes of the information you have gathered about the Butterfly Lion so far. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Chapter 3: Timbavati
Complete this after reading Timbavati
1. Where is Timbavati?
_________________________________________________________________

2. In this chapter, the story changes. We have a different setting. Draw and label the different settings we have come across in the book so far.
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3. The two settings are very different. Explain what is different:

	

	

	

	


4. The characters have changed as well as a different story unfolds. Who is the main character of this chapter? 

_____________________________

5. Why is Bertie’s mother often sad?

___________________________________________________________________

6. What is Bertie’s favourite place to look at?________________________________

What does he see? Describe it:
	

	

	

	


7. List the animals that Bertie can see drinking at the waterhole. Do you know all of them?

Try to find information about the animals you don’t know.

	

	

	

	


8. What was Bertie’s favourite moment when watching the waterhole?

______________________________________________________________

9. Bertie longs to go out into the veld but he knows it can be dangerous. Write about the dangers outside the compound, in the veld.

	

	

	

	


10. What is the most exciting animal Bertie saw at the waterhole? Why doesn’t his father believe him?

11. What happens to the lioness? How does Bertie feel after that? Think of some interesting words to describe his feelings.

	

	

	

	


12. What did Bertie plan to do if he sawthe lion cub looking for his mother?

___________________________________________________________________

Do you think it is a good idea? Explain why?

13. What do you think is going to happen in the next chapter?

	

	

	

	


14.  Vocabulary. Find the meaning of the following words. You can use a dictionary to help you :
Waterhole: ____________________

Compound :____________________

Stampede :____________________

Agog:________________________

Confines:______________________

Cub:__________________________

Hoping against hope:____________________

Find other new words and write them in your New words and their meanings list.

Writing: my new life in Africa 
Imagine that your family has just moved to South Africa. You are now living in a compound just like Bertie. Write to a friend to tell them about what your new life is like. Make sure you describe the new place and country you live in by writing interesting details about where you live: what is the country like? What is different to France? What animals have you seen? What is your day like?
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