Harry the Poisonous Centipede

Lynne Reid Banks

Chapter 1 – About Harry

Why does Harry need pincers?

What is Harry’s real name?

Why does the author call him Harry?

Describe what Belinda looks like?

Where does the word centipede come from, and what does it mean?
What would your name be in centipedish?

Chapter 2 – Belinda tells a scary story

Where does Harry Live?
Why does he live there?

What do centipedes eat?

What insects could Harry catch?

Why did Harry stay with Belinda?

Where did his brothers and sisters go?

How does Belinda see the human world?

What happened to her on her journey to the no top world?
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Chapter 3 – The Warning

Why does Harry want to play in the water?

Why does Belinda say he can’t?

What is the difference between a normal tunnel and the up-pipe?

Who has been up the up pipe?

Why mustn’t Harry go up the up-pipe?

Chapter 4 – The Pool

What did Harry love about water?

When did he first learn about Marine centipedes?

Why did he want to learn to swim?
What was the area around the pool of water like?

How did Harry try to save himself from drowning?

Why did he think he was dead?

Chapter 5 – Harry Upside Down

Why is being upside down a problem for Harry?

Where did the pool go?

How did Harry know where to run?
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Chapter 6 – The Lie
What lie did Harry tell?
Why did Belinda bring Harry a Locust?

What do you think George will do? Why?

Chapter 7 – About George

Draw a picture of George and place everything you know about him around the outside.
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Chapter 8 – The Thing

How did Harry and George know there was food close by?
What clues did Harry and George have to tell them what the food they were chasing was?

Describe the thing they hade been chasing.

Why did the thing attack them?
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Chapter 9 – George to the rescue

Recount how George saved Harry.

Why did George come back?
Chapter 10 – The Feast

How did they get the Thing back to the nest?
Why didn’t Belinda tell Harry and George off?

Why would George have winked at Harry if he could?

Chapter 11 – George wants a Thrill

Why did George take the mick out of Harry?
What did George Boast about?

Why did Harry tell him about the up-pipe?

What are Hoo-mins?

How do centipedes see Hoo-mins?

Chapter 12 – Looking at the up pipe

What is at the top of the up pipe?
What came plummeting towards them?
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Chapter 13 – Harry Learns to Swim
Why wasn’t George poisoned when Harry grabbed him with his pincers?
How does Harry swim?
How did he help George swim?

Why was Harry so pleased with himself?

Do you think they will go up the up pipe?

Chapter 14 – Bright Time Adventure

What is the Bright time?

Why didn’t the close encounter with the Hoo-Min put him off going up the up pipe?

What does Belinda say when she tucks them into bed?

Why did they sneak out?

How did George know that it was a Hoo-Min?

Draw what you think Harry and George think a Hoo-Min looks like (you may need to look at previous chapters for clues)
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Chapter 15 – Looking at a Hoo-min

What do they compare the Hoo-Min to?
Why does George want to follow it?

Why doesn’t Harry want to follow it?

Chapter 16 – Belinda to the rescue

Why did Harry run to his mother?

What did Belinda do that showed she was scared?

Why does Belinda treat George like her own son?

Even though she was scared, why did she go to the no top world?

How did Belinda find out where the Hoo-Min was?

Chapter 17 – The Hoo-Min strikes back
Why does the Hoo-Min hit George with the stick?

How did George avoid the stick?

How did Belinda save George?
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Chapter 18 – The Run for Safety

Why wasn’t the Hoo-Min poisoned like the other animals?

How do you know the Hoo-Min is caught? Give at least 2 reasons.

Why does Belinda tell George to bend over?
Chapter 19 – George gets a spanking
Why wasn’t the next little while fun for George?

What is the normal punishment for a centipede?

What helped ease the pain of the spanking?

Why did she send them both to bed without kisses?

Why did George feel ungrateful to Belinda?

Chapter 20 – Smoke!

What season is it? 
What are the clues in the text that tell you that?

What is the terrible thing that has happened?

Why was the smoke a bad thing?

Why was it so frightening?

What did it do to the centipedes?

Harry the Poisonous Centipede

Lynne Reid Banks

Chapter 21 – Escape

Draw a map of where to centipedes live, and show how they escaped from the smoke.

Chapter 22 – The Living Ladder

Explain why Belinda helped Harry and George up the Up Pipe?

Why didn’t she follow them?

Chapter 23 – Up the Up Pipe

What was the Up pipe like?

Why does Harry want to go back down the up pipe?

Why does George stop him?

What did the Hoo-Mins bathroom look like to the centipedes?
Where do you think Harry and George will go next?

What are the clues in the chapter that lead you to this prediction?
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Chapter 24 – Bad smell and silence
Imaging you are going to direct a film showing what happens in this chapter.

Create a story board to show what will happen, and explain what is happening in each picture underneath.



Chapter 25 – The blanket tunnel
Where are George and Harry in this chapter?

Why was the smell so strong?

What is the meat cliff?

How do you know?

How do Harry and George describe the cliff?

Harry the Poisonous Centipede

Lynne Reid Banks

Chapter 26 – The meat mountain

What is the moist smell?

Why is this important to the centipedes?

Why doesn’t the Human hurt them?

How do they know it wasn’t dead?

Chapter 27 – The lovely wet tunnel

Where was the comfortable nest?

Why might it be so comfortable for centipedes?

What is the rumbling sound they heard?
What would happen to Harry and George if the couldn’t find moisture?

Draw a picture to show where they finally came to rest?

Chapter 28 – The Earthquake

Why was what happened to Harry and George worse than an earthquake?

Why did they go flying through the air?

Where did they land?
What was the Shadow?
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Chapter 29 – The Chase

Explain exactly where they ran why trying to escape the human

What did the Hoo-Min try and hit them with?

Why?

Why did the Hoo-Min turn the shower on?

Did George and Harry mean to scare the Hoo-Min?

Why?
Chapter 30 – Down the Up pipe

What good luck did Harry and George have?
How did they get down the up pipe?

What did they find when they got back into the tunnel?

Describe what Belinda looked like?

If you were Harry, how would you be feeling?
How do you know Harry would be feeling these things?
Draw what Harry saw when he reached the bottom of the up pipe.

Harry the Poisonous Centipede

Lynne Reid Banks

Chapter 31 – The long way home

How did Harry and George get Belinda home?

What kept Harry and George going, even when Belinda go too heavy?

Why did they think she was dead?

What was the first clue that Belinda wasn’t dead?

As Harry or George, write a diary entry to explain your adventure to the Hoo-Mins house.
Chapter 32 – The Toad hunt

Why don’t they want to tell Belinda about their adventure?
How did Belinda survive her confrontation with a Hoo-Min?

Why is Harry’s father important?
Chapter 33 – A new World

Explain what happened to Harry’s father?

Why hadn’t Belinda told him about this before?

What does Harry think about his father?

What do you think he thought about him before he heard this story?

Book Review
1. Draw a story map to show where Harry has been in the story and what happened there.
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2. Draw a picture of Harry, and place all the information you know about him around the outside?
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3. What was the favourite part of this book? Why?
4. Who was your favourite character? Why?

5. Would you recommend anyone else read this book? Who? Why?

6. Draw a poster to advertise this book.
He is Harry’s Friend








