The Illustrated Mum

Ch 1- Cross

1. Who are the main characters in the story? How are they related to each other?

2. How had Star tried to make Marigold’s birthday special?

3. Did Marigold have a good birthday? Explain.

4. Why did Marigold not want a cake?

5. Do you think it was fair of Marigold to demand her cake? Explain

6. How has the mother/daughter roles reversed? Give at least four examples.
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Why couldn’t they watch TV?

8. Do you think Marigold is a ‘normal’ mum? 
Ch 2- Marigold

1. How would you feel if your mum or dad didn’t come home and you were left by yourself?

2. Why didn’t Dolphin want to check on her mum?

3. Why do you think Marigold is late home? Think up as many reasons as you can?

4. How old are the two girls?

5. Do you think it is fair to leave two children by themselves?

6. How are star and Dolphin similar in appearance?

7. Why do you think Ronnie didn’t want to work with Dolphin?

8. How do you think Dolphin felt when she was talking to her teacher? Do you think she wanted to tell her teacher?
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What would you want to do?

Ch 3- Dolphin 
1. Why do you think Marigold is making cookies?

2. How has Marigold and Star’s relationship changed? Why?

3. What food would you find in your fridge? Do you think it is different from Marigold’s fridge?

4. Why doesn’t Star want to take Dolphin to McDonalds? Have you ever been in a similar position?

5. Why doesn’t Dolphin have many friends?

6. How is Star changing?

7. How is Marigold different from the other mums at the school gates? 
[image: image3.emf]


Ch 4- Daisy Chain

1. Do you think Marigold has lots of money to spend?

2. Does Dolphin want new clothes? Explain your answer.

3. Why does Dolphin want to go for a walk?

4. What does Dolphin worry about?

5. Why does Dolphin not remind Marigold about the time?
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There are lots of examples of Dolphin worrying about money. Do you ever worry about this? 
Ch 5- Heart

1. Why couldn’t Dolphin sleep?

2. Why do Kayleigh and Yvonne laugh at Dolphin? Has any laughed at you in a nasty way before? How did it make you feel?

3. Why does Dolphin go to the library? Where else could she go?

4. Why is Owly in the library?

5. What have Owly and Dolphin got in common?

6. Why does Star not want her mum to go out?

7. Why is Marigold going to the Emerald City concert?

8. What do you think will happen at the concert?

9. Do Dolphin and Star ever call Marigold mum? Why do you think this is so? 
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Ch 6- Star

1. Dolphin thinks Marigold likes Star best. Why?
2. Do you think Marigold prefers Star? Why do you think this?

3. How did Dolphin feel when Star left?

4. Why did Star come back?

5. Do you think Mark seems like a nice person?

6. How do you think Star feels, meeting her father for the first time?

7. How do you think Micky feels meeting his daughter for the first time?

Ch 7- Sorceress
1. How do you think Mickey feels meeting his daughter for the first time?

2. Why is Marigold so happy?

3. How did Dolphin feel having Mickey in the house?

4. Where did Mickey take them?

5. Why did people stare at Marigold?

6. Why does Mickey get annoyed with Marigold?

7. Do you think Mickey will get in contact with Star?
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Do you think it will be a happy ending for the characters? Explain

Ch 8- Eye
1. Did Star know about the trip to Brighton? How do we know this?

2. Why was there only two tickets?

3. Why does Star not want Marigold to come to Brighton. List at least three reasons

4. Why did Dolphin not want to leave Marigold?

5. How does Dolphin act like a mum in this chapter? Find at least 3 things.

6. Why did Marigold slap Dolphin? Was it fair of her?

7. Do you think Marigold should be looking after Dolphin? Explain your answer.

Ch 9- Serpent

1. Do you think Star enjoyed her weekend? Explain.

2. Do you think Dolphin will want to live with Mickey? Why?

3. How will Marigold feel about this?

4. Do you think Dolphin is jealous? Explain

5. Why was Owly’s weekend so unsettling?

6. Why is Oliver called Owly? Do you think he likes his nickname? Do you have a nickname and do you like?

7. Why does Star not want anything to do with Mark?

8. Why does Oliver like Marigold so much?

9. Do you think Oliver will keep Dolphin’s secret? Explain.

10. Why does Dolphin find writing so hard?
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What is dyslexia?

12. How will Star be able to check up on Marigold and Dolphin?

13. How do you think Dolphin will react when Star leaves?

The Illustrated Mum

The Missing Chapter

WALT: to show an understanding of how the character Star feels and what she does when she visits Mickey in Brighton

Jacqueline Wilson tells us all about what Marigold and Dolphin do while Star is in Brighton visiting her dad.

Think about Star.

What is she doing while she is in Brighton?

Do you think she is enjoying herself?

Is she thinking about Marigold and Dolphin? Is she worried about them?

How is she getting along with her dad and his girlfriend?

Does she like her dad’s girlfriend?

Does Star like Brighton?

Write a chapter from Star’s point of view telling us about her weekend in Brighton.

WILF: to consider the above questions and answer them in a diary 

Write about star’s feelings
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