Into the Forest
Front cover

What does the title tell you?

What do you already know about the author?

Look at the little boy.  Where is he going, what is he carrying and why?

Look at the colours used.  Which book does this remind you of?

What time of year is this story set in?

Is there anything unusual about the trees?

Would you see a boy here alone?

P 1 – 2

What might the terrible sound be?

What is unusual about the boy’s room?

What sounds have woken you in the night?

Describe the lightening?

P 2 – 3

What sounds might there normally be?

Where do you think dad is?

Why doesn’t mum seem to know?

What do you think the mood is around the table?

Why isn’t mum eating?

P 4

Look at the pictures.  Why is the boy placing labels around the house?

How do you think he is feeling?

How does your body feel? Can you feel a strange feeling in your tummy?
P 5

What story does this remind you of?

Has he really labelled everywhere?

Why cake?

Why shouldn’t he go through the forest?

Should she say why he shouldn’t go through there?

Does he know already?

P 6 – 7

Why for the first time?

Why has he never been through here before?

How would you feel entering the forest?

How would you walk, breath?  Act out how you would enter the forest.

P 8 – 9

What person is the story written in?

Who is the other boy?  Is it unusual to see him?
Why has he got a cow?

Italics, hyphens and brackets are used, why?

How did he know it was fruity cake?

Is the boy from a fairy tale, which one?

Is he really poorly?

Why didn’t the boy stop to ask?

Why might he have wanted a cow?

Should he trust/talk to strangers, even if it is another child?

P 10 – 11

Who is the girl?

Why is she alone?

Why is I’d in italics?
What can you see in the distance?

P 12 – 13

How would you feel as it got colder and darker?

Who are the children?

How are they feeling?

Is there anything the boy can do to help?

P 14 – 15

What is significant about the coat?

Why do you think it appeared?

Why did he feel scared?

Was someone following him?  Why?

Look at the picture, describe what you can see.

Why are there a tower, pumpkin and spinning wheel?

What path is he looking for?

P 16 – 17

What might happen?
How did he find the cottage?

Who is inside?

Why was he terrified?

Should he have gone in?

Would you have gone inside?

What do you think the voice sounded like?

P 18 – 19

Why did she have a strange voice?

How can you tell she is poorly?

What made him feel safe?

What sort of noise could it be?

Who made the noise?

P 20 – 21

How do you think the boy feels now?

What did he retell?

Where had he been?

P 22

Mum’s arms are open. Why?

How has her expression changed from the beginning of the book?

Discuss how the book tricks you into feeling different emotions.

