Writing a range of genres based on Chapter 5 of The Iron Woman by Ted Hughes 

[It may not be necessary to study the complete book and page numbers given may vary in more recent editions]                

This is a chapter where action takes place in a variety of locations. It is suitable as a source for report writing. Pupils could work singly, in pairs or in groups. Since the incidents vary in length and complexity, differentiation is fairly simple.

Each extract is separately mounted so that pupils see only their own piece.They are given limited time to read their extracts and told they may make a note of up to 10 'key ' words. ( In some cases it may be appropriate to provide a separate card with key words already listed.)

The extracts are collected and first drafts of the reports are started. It is important that only the events described in the extracts are reported on, and that previous information from the story so far is not included. However, it is desirable that they are encouraged to extend the stories in terms of adding detail and description.

Final drafts could be presented in newspaper 'column ' form and illustrated so that  a newspaper could be compiled from finished work. Some extracts could be used as the basis of a recorded oral report from journalists’ notes.

A separate activity is to study newspaper headlines and then compile suitable headlines for their own reports with a focus on use of vocabulary, word play, alliteration etc.

Suggested extracts

	Page
	Paragraph
	         Incident        (possible forms)

	   57/58
	   3
	Accounts Clerk's story ( recount )



	   58
	  4&5
	Lucy & Hogarth planning (dialogue/play script)



	   59
	  2-4
	TV interview (script/ programme review)



	   59/60
	6-8/1&2
	Company Secretary (radio news- present tense )



	   61/62
	4-8/1-5
	Global Cleanup meeting ( note-taking, minutes,               business vocabulary, formal language etc., )

	   62
	   6&7
	secretary collapses (recount )



	   63/64     
	4/-2
	flight to the river  (recount/report)



	   64/65
	4-6
	suffering creatures ( explanation text ?? )



	   66
	  7-11
	Iron Man & Iron Woman ( descriptive writing ) 



	   67
	  all
	Chief Engineer & women ( TV/radio broadcast ) 



	   68/69
	5-ch. end
	National Disaster   


