
Pages 8 – 21

1. What word on page 8 describes the mood of Class Three?
2. What was the topic of discussion on pages 8 & 9?
3. What simile on page 9 described how Peter slept?
4. Describe the nightmare Thomas had ‘the other night’.
5. How did the children try to resolve the problem of horrible school dinners?
6. Describe Mrs Chipchase.  Remember to include a physical description as well as describing her personality.  Look at pages 10 - 20

7. Look at page 12 – why might Mr Majeika not have been allowed to ‘do magic now that he was a teacher’?

8. Look at page 13 – what did Mr Potter think of Mrs Chipchase?
9. Think of words to describe the school dinners.  Use the book to help you e.g. revolting pg 13

10. Look at page 18  - How did the children convince Mrs Chipchase to let Mr Majeika into the dinner hall?

11. Why do YOU think Hamish is allowed to eat chocolate in school when is is against the school rules to do so?
pages 20-  34

1. What was Hamish eating?

2. Why did they make the rule about eating school food?
3. Why was Hamish Mrs Chipchase’s favourite friend?
4. What did she give Hamish in return for his lunch?
5. Why did the children not want to talk to Mr Potter about this?
6. What happened as Mrs Chipchase was going through the door?
7. What had Mr Majeika done to Hamish’s packed lunch?
8. Do you think Mr Majeika was right to do this?  Give reasons for your answer.
9. The author uses another word for huge.  What is it?  Can you think of 5 other words that mean the same?

10. What do these words mean?

· Mournfully

· Suspiciously

· Impatiently

11. Can you put these words into sentences of your own?

12. Can you think of words to describe the feelings of the children when they saw Hamish in the dinner hall?  Write these into the box below and give a reason for each.


· If you have time – write a diary entry for the day Cook and Mrs Chipchase left.

· What do you think Mr Potter will say to Cook and Mrs Chipchase?

pages 34-40

1. What did Mrs Chipchase and Cook do after Mr Majeika’s spell?

2. Why did Mr Majeika do this to them?

3. What new job did Mr Majeika say he would do?

4. What job did he give to Hamish?  What was his reason?

5. What food did he cook for them?

6. Why was Hamish grinning on Friday?

7. What had Mr Majeika made?

8. Why had there been a mix-up?

9. What do these words mean?

· doubtfully

· produces

· delicious

· furious

10. Now put these into sentences of your own.

11. Make a list of words to describe how Hamish was feeling throughout the week?

12. Imagine you are Mr Potter advertising 2 jobs in the school canteen.  You need a Cook and a Head Dinner Lady.
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Pages 41- 50

1. What did Hamish think of the planned trip?  Use words and phrases from the text.

2. Mr Potter had a problem with the trip – what was it?

3. What word on page 45 tells you that Mr Majeika was not happy about going on the trip?  Why did he not want to go?

4. What was the weather at the farm like? – What memories did it bring back?

5. Who was Wilhelmina?

6. Explain how the children had met her before.

7. How had Mr Majeika sorted her out? – Where had he sent her?

8. What do these words mean?

· expedition

· permitted

· revenge

9. Describe the first sighting of Bartshire Farm Park.


Design a poster notice for the school trip – Remember to illustrate your work.


Write a letter home to parents explaining the school trip to the Farm Park.  Remember to set out your letter correctly.








St. Barty’s School








Bartyshire

Dear Parent,





Mr Potter


Page 51-58

Answer the following questions

1. Jody describes the park as creepy.  Why was it so and how does the author show this?  Think of words and descriptions in this passage.

2. What was strange about the rare breed animals at this park?  Think about names and the notices beside each one.

3. How were the children able to understand the notices?

4. Make a list of all the animals the children saw and write a description under each one.

5. What word on page 57 tells you that Mr Majeika wasn’t comfortable at the park?

6. Find the word on page 57 to tell you how Jody felt when she realised that she was locked in the wooden hut.  Can you think of other words to describe how she might have felt?

7. Using the text, describe Wilhelmina Worlock.

8. What do you think will happen next?  Will Mr Majeika save the day again – give reasons for your answer.

9. At this point the author only talks about Thomas, Jody and Mr Majeika.  Where do you think the other children and Mr Potter are?  Give reasons for your answer.


Pages 59-68

Answer the following questions.

1.Look at page 59 – why was Miss Worlock here?  What was her purpose?

2. What people had been nasty to her – what happened to them?

3. What word on page 60 tells you that Jody was worried about being turned into a rare breed?

4. Imagine you are Jody – what thoughts might be running through your mind at this moment?

5. Why did Mr Majeika suggest that Miss Worlock taught her spells to Hamish Bigmore?  What effects might this have?

6. Miss Worlock believed that Hamish Bigmore was going to be a “clever little wizard” – What kind of wizard do you think he will be?  What spells might he cast?

7. How was Mr Majeika able to get Miss Worlock’s spell book.  What was he able to do with it?

8. Look at page 65.  What had Mr Majeika done to Miss Worlock?

9. What was the arrangement made between the policeman, the bus driver and the bank manager?

10.  Hamish Bigmore had a lucky escape – how do you think he was feeling at this point of the story?  Do you think he deserved to be rescued?  Give reasons for your answer.

11. How did Pete describe his experience of being a pig?  What was the good part about it?

12. What has been your favourite part of this section of the book?


Pages 69 – 79

1. This section of the book is titled ‘The Ghost Hunter’ – what do you think will happen?

2. Who was the head of the School Governors? – What are School Governors and what job do they do?

3. How did Thomas describe Lady Debenham?

4. How did Pete describe her?

5. Why was she angry with the school at this moment?

6. Who had done it do her and why?

7. What did people use to help them get better before they could get medicine from a chemist?  

8. Why was it necessary for Mr Majeika to prove to Hamish that herbs were of a healing nature?

9. What did the mixture do to Hamish?  What had gone wrong?

10. What trouble did Hamish get into?

11. Look at page 78 – why did Thomas feel ‘tiresome’ about the situation?

12. Think about what happened in the classroom – what does this tell you about Mr Majeika?  Use the text to help you answer.

13. Draw a picture of what happened in the classroom after Hamish got the mixture.


Pages 80 –94

1. What word or phrase on page 81 tells you that Hamish enjoyed himself when he was invisible?

2. What lesson did Mr Majeika learn from this experience.  Use page 81 to help you.

3. How was Hamish punished for his behaviour?  

4. Why was Lady Debenham late?

5. Describe what happened at the school fete?

6. What words are used to describe Lady Debenham?  Make a list of these found in the text.

7. Mr Potter saw what happened - What reason did he give for the flowers hitting her face on page 88?

8. What other mischief did Hamish get up to?

9. What happened to Lady Debenham and how was she feeling?

10. What was Mr Potter worried about on page 90?

11. Look at page 93 – What do you think Lady Debenham will say?  

12. What changed Lady Debenham’s mind about St Barty’s school?

13. What do you think will happen to Hamish Bigmore, when the fete is over?

14. Where might the story go from here?

· Write a newspaper report for the School Fete.  Describe the reasons for Lady Debenham being there, the activities it offered, what exactly happened…..

· Write a thank you letter to the school from Lady Debenham thanking them for a wonderful time at the school fete.  You may want to remind them that their school will not be shut down.


Mrs Chipchase


Letter from Lady Debenham


Punctuation activity

Read the following text and re-write including the missing punctuation.


Vocabulary activity

Read the following text and fill in the missing words by using another word that means the same.  

