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Once by Morris Gleitzman
Year 6 term 1 (HA)
Before 1st session chn to: 

Look at front cover of once and read blurb.

· What might this story be about? What clues have you used?

· What do you think will happen? What evidence is there to back up your suggestions?

· When do you think this story is set and who do you think it is about?

Session 1 –Chapters 1 & 2: Assessment focus 2
· Relook at front page – what can you see (boy / star / train tracks / quote) and blurbs 3 sentences

· Share predictions and suggestions about the story.

· Pg 1 who is the narrator and how can you tell? 
· Where & when does the author introduce the story? What evidence is there to support answer – answer on pg 2 (ID where Poland is on world map)
·  Pg 4 “sent the carrot up here…to surprise me” In your own words explain why Felix has the idea that his parents are coming to get him – why does he think the carrot is a sign? 
· What do you think of his deduction?
· Top Pg 6 how do you know that Felix will miss his friends when he leaves.

· What would you give your best friend if you were to leave them like Felix?

· End Pg 8 Why did Felix try to get Dodie into the bath first?

· Are Felix’s predictions about the future correct?

· Why would a Jewish boy be in a catholic orphanage?

· Who is/are the key character(s) so far in the book? Discuss how having only 1 main character can make a story stronger.

· Pg 10 what tense is the first sentence written in and how does it change over subsequent lines into the rest of the page – eg sentence 1 distant past, sentence 2  more recent past, sentence 3 perhaps last night or this morning, rest of story = here and now

· Bottom of Pg 11 what words could you use to describe Felix’s feelings as he hears the car approach the orphanage?
· Who do they think people with the armbands are? (implied German Nazi’s)
· How has Felix’s feelings changed?
· Read to end of chapter: Ask chn q’s bout the end of chapter to show understanding of what they have read eg, what were the end burning, why did Felix make up the story about Dodie’s parents?

TASK AF2
True or false questions about chapters 1 & 2.
Session 2 – Chapter 3 & 4: Assessment focus 3
· Recap events so far in story.

· Pg 17 / top Pg 18 – what impression do you get of Felix?

· Top Pg 20 “why is she acting so strangely?” What might Felix be thinking / feeling at this point? – discuss his thoughts about Mother Minka changing his name.

· Pg 20 where it reveals the men are Nazi’s – what evidence is there that these men were not from Head office or librarians as Felix thought but in fact Nazi’s – link back to the arm bands / behaviour etc

· Bottom of Pg21 what might Felix have been thinking?
· Bottom Pg23 why was leaving Dodie the books a good way of saying goodbye?
· Pg 24 look at Felix’s letter – what style is it written in? Formal language.
· Pg 25 / 26 Why is Jankiel concerned about Felix running away? What message is he trying to give Felix & what might he “really regret”?  - where in the text does it imply what Jankiel is thinking & feeling?

· Pg 27 what other great escapes have they seen in films before?
· Pg28 will Felix’s dream ever come true? Yes / no – why?
· Pg 32 (after letter) what would you have done in his situation? The same / different – why?

· Bottom Pg 32 – ¾ way down pg 33 why did Felix tell himself that story?
· Pg 34 who are the people in the truck?

· Pg 36 do you think it was bad or good luck that he didn’t get picked up? 
· Pg 37 what do the chn think is happening around the bend in the river? – how does the author imply the scene / events that Felix does not see?
TASK AF 3 
Independently read chapter 5 pg 38 – 48 - If you could interview one of the characters so far what questions would you ask? Write a list of 10 probing questions to find out more about each character – make sure they relate to what you have read so far.
Session 3 – Chapter 6 & 7: Assessment focus 5
· Share some of the Q’s chn have written – why are they good questions eg open ended – straight to the heart of the matter etc.
· Chn to recap events from chpt 5 – show them how to skim the last page & ½ to help them remember what it was about.
· Pg 49 1st word – why did the author choose this title? And why does the he use the same word to begin each new chapter? 
· Can you find an example of a powerful verb to describe the movement of the flames? What does it tell you about the action of the movement?

· Pg 51 “shivering in the heat” using the text around this phrase what do you think it means – why did the author use it?

· Bottom Pg 51 why does the author start using short sentences? How does this affect the reader? Build up in the plot?
· How does Felix feel now? What might he be thinking?
· Pg 52 what is Felix beginning to realise?
· find examples of effective description – what makes it effective eg burning bright as day (alliterative simile) 

· Throughout the page can you find more examples of a powerful verbs? What do they tell you about the character / actions or setting?

· Pg 53 why does Felix refer to this girl as an orphan but not himself?
· What powerful adjectives could you use to describe Felix’s actions?

· Pg 55 paragraph beginning “the girl looks at me like I used to look at Marek ...in a wrestling accident” what do you think this phrase means – why did the author use it?

· Pg 59 Who do you think the people are / where do you think they are going? Why did Jewish people have to wear a star during WWII – refer to the start on front cover
· Pg 61 should they go with the soldier?

· Pg 62 what does “indignant” mean – try to work out meaning from surrounding text / use dictionary.
· Pg 64 / 65 What part of the text tells us that Felix is changing his mind about what’s going on & shows his positivity is being challenged?
TASK AF 5
Try to answer these questions as fully as you can – don’t forget to use the text to help you:

Are you enjoying the story so far? Yes / No – why?

How has the author encouraged you to want to finish the book?

What have you learnt about WWII from Felix’s story?
Session 4 – Chapter 8 pg66 &9: Assessment focus 7 
· Discuss what the children have learnt so far about WWII from reading the book.
· Pg 69 how do you think Felix is feeling at witnessing such brutality? How would you have felt in the same situation?
· Pg 71 Do you think the taunt “dirty jews” is literal as Felix understood it?

· Pg 72 why did Felix rely on his imagination so much? 
· Open discussion about concentration camps and how the German people were led to act the way they did.

· Pg 74 what do you think was in the bag that stopped the Nazi from killing them all? – make sure chn understand that man holding the bag was a Jew
· Pg 76 what is wrong with Felix?

· Pg 77 why was Felix swamped by panic? How would you have felt if you were Felix & now knowing what had happened to your parents?
· Pg 78 what would have happened to Felix if he hadn’t gone into the orphanage?

· Pg 80 who were and where had all the chn come from?
· Pg 81/ 82 why would Felix not allow Barney to read on of his stories? How would you have felt if you were Felix?

· Discuss the task below in terms of the books meaning.
TASK AF7
Do you think this book is trying to give the reader a message? If so what is it?

Think about and relate your answer to the people in the book: Felix, The Jews, Nazi Soldiers and German towns’ people.
Now reflect on the events of WWII that you know about.
Relate this to life today - how you treat others ; war in other countries; how people interact with each other.

Session 5 – Chapter 10 & 11: Assessment focus 5 for guided reading and AF3 for the task.
· Share some of the answers from previous task.
· Recap about what had previously happened to Felix and being rescued by Barney (a fellow Jew)
· Pg 84 what powerful adjectives does the author use to describe the light in the cellar?

· Bottom Pg 84 why are the chn hidden in a cellar and why do they have to be quiet? answer  on pg 85 / 86
· Pg 86 spot the alliteration which the author uses to describe one of the young boys.
· Top pg 87 what new fact(s) has Felix learnt? Adolf Hitler is not a good man as he thought / the orphanage saved his life.

· Bottom Pg 87 – if you were one of these chn what would you wish for?

· Bottom Pg 89 do you think Felix will ever find his parents?

· Pg 91 can you find a powerful adjective that describes Barney. What does it tell you about the character / setting?
· Half way down pg 93- Why do chn think that Barney can walk around and have some freedom (although still limited) as a Jew when others are being openly persecuted?
· Pg 95 find one example of a word you don’t know the meaning of and by using the text around it can you work out what it might mean? (ghetto) 

· Why do you think Barney does not answer Felix’s question about other ghettos?
· Pg 96 answer to Barney’s “freedom” – why did the Nazi’s keep qualified people like Barney to hand? Discuss (answer to this is on pg99/100)
TASK AF3
Independently read chapter 12 pg 102 – 110

What do you think will happen next?

Do think his parents are still alive. Write a suitable ending (short story) of events as you think they will unfurl. Try to mimic the authors frank but descriptive style.

____________________________________________________

Session 6 – Chapter 13 : Assessment focus 6.

· Share some of the predictions.

· Chn read chapter 13 together pg 111 -120
· At end of chapter together discuss issues raised about the ghettos / people being told they are going to the countryside but in fact led into death camps / shooting of children etc – how does the author make you feel? How has he achieved that response within you?
· Are there any other questions about the contents of the chapter / book?
TASK AF6
Independently read chapter 14 pg 121 – 131.

Answer these questions as fully as you can:

What makes this a successful story? What evidence do you have to justify your opinion?

What has been the most shocking part of this book for you so far? How has the author managed to achieve this response?

What has been the most / least interesting part of the story?

Session 7 Chapter 15: Assessment Focus 6

Share some of the opinions from previous week’s task

Chn read chapter 16 pg 132 – 148 together and discuss issued raised eg Felix ripping his book up/ Barney choosing death & the chn’s predictions of story ending previously made 

NB Might have to give chn extra time to do task in same day due to holidays!

Task AF 6

Independently read chapter 17 p149 & dear reader at the back of the book.

Answer the following questions as fully as you can, remember you can use the book to back up your opinion:

Were you surprised by the ending? Was it what you expected? Why / why not?

How did you think it would end / should have ended?

What part was the most exciting part of the story?

What part was the least exciting part of the story?

Why do you think the author wrote this book?
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