                                                                                              

Soccer Showdown
Chapter 1


1. In the school football team, which two roles did Josh Parker have? (p. 4)
1) __________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________

2.  Describe the contrast between Baz and Michael which made them a good pairing up front.  (p. 9)
_____________________________________________________________

3. Write down the phrase that tells us about Will’s quick reactions. (p. 11)   

   _____________________________________________________________

Chapter 2

1.  “Old Smithy often says we run about like headless chickens …” (p. 15).  In one sentence, describe what this means. 

_____________________________________________________________

2.  Explain Baz’s conflicting hopes of how Will would play in the two matches and why? (p. 21)

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Chapter 3

1.    In your own words, describe the moves which led to Colford’s first goal scoring opportunity. (p. 27)

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

2. What did Michael’s dad do to help him? (p. 31)
   ______________________________________________________________

Chapter 4

This chapter includes vocabulary relating specifically to football.  Write down what you understand the following terms to mean:
1. direct free kick  (p. 37) __________________________________________

2. to mark (p. 37) ________________________________________________

3. form a wall (p. 38) ______________________________________________

4. penalties (p. 42) ________________________________________________

Chapter 5

1. “I’ll go last,” insisted Josh. (p. 47). Why does the captain go last?
 _______________________________________________________________

2. “The butterflies were churning inside him.” (p. 49).  Explain this metaphor.
   ______________________________________________________________

Chapter 6

1. Why did Michael panic when his mum woke him? (p. 59)
   _____________________________________________________________

2. What positional changes did Michael’s dad suggest since Dinesh couldn’t play? (p. 61)

   _____________________________________________________________

3. Explain what “goal difference” means. (p. 62)

   _____________________________________________________________

Chapter 7

	word
friend (p. 72)
pass (p.73)
alert (p. 75)

luxury (p. 76)

blunt (p. 79)

delight (p. 80)       
	Antonym
         
	Word
	Antonym
        


1. The following words can be found in this chapter.  Use a dictionary to find at least one antonym (opposite meaning) for each word.  Now add 6 pairs of your own. 
Chapter 8

1. Why was Tom’s goal so special? (p. 87)

_______________________________________________________________

2. How did Michael and Josh feel about the final score?  Why? (p. 94)

   ______________________________________________________________

3. The following adverbs can be found in this chapter.  Write one paragraph including all of these.  Careful – use them appropriately.
   
   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

It’s your turn
Create a table and list the Colford, Red Star Dynamos and Forest Rangers players that you know.  Remember – some names will be listed twice.

	Colford
	Red Star Dynamos
	Forest Rangers

	
	Baz
	



If you could pick your ideal football (or other sport) team, who would you include?  Draw the pitch (or playing surface) and show the positions of each player.  You can include famous people, friends, celebrities or anyone else you like.  Use a separate piece of paper.  

Not keen on sport?  Make up your own supergroup/television programme.  Who would play which roles?  
                                                                                              

Soccer Showdown

Chapter 1


1. In the school football team, which two roles did Josh Parker have? (p. 4)

Defender and captain.

2.  Describe the contrast between Baz and Michael which made them a good pairing up front.  (p. 9)

Michael was tall and strong.  Baz was small and fast.

3. Write down the phrase that tells usabout Will’s quick reactions. (p. 11)   

      Will’s reflexes were laser sharp.
Chapter 2


1.  “Old Smithy often says we run about like headless chickens …” (p. 15).  In one sentence, describe what this means. 

It means darting around with no purpose or direction.
2.  Explain Baz’s conflicting hopes of how Will would play in the two matches and why? (p. 21)

He wanted Will to save all the goals when playing for the school but Baz wanted to score 6 goals against Will when they played against each other for their clubs.

Chapter 3

1.    In your own words, describe the moves which led to Colford’s first goal scoring opportunity. (p. 27)

  Charlie received a pass and drove up the left side of the park then passed across to Baz on the right.  Baz curled the ball into the goal mouth and Michael and Chopper tried to head it.  Chopper got their first but it dropped at Charlie’s feet and she struck for goal.  Liam made a good save off the line.
2. What did Michael’s dad do to help him? (p. 31)

   He gave him the laces from his walking boots when Michael’s lace snapped.
Chapter 4

This chapter includes vocabulary relating specifically to football.  Write down what you understand the following terms to mean:

1. direct free kick  (p. 37) a free kick which can be struck at goal without passing to another player.
2. to mark (p. 37)shadow a player from the opposition to stop them from getting the ball.
3. form a wall (p. 38) a defensive group of players standing side by side with no gaps.
4. penalties (p. 42) a free shot at goal which only the goalkeeper can defend.
Chapter 5

1. “I’ll go last,” insisted Josh. (p. 47). Why does the captain go last?

 To take the responsibility of the extra pressure of having to score to win.
2. “The butterflies were churning inside him.” (p. 49).  Explain this metaphor.

   His tummy felt like butterflies were fluttering around inside him as he was nervous.   

Chapter 6

1. Why did Michael panic when his mum woke him?

He thought he had slept in for the match as his school match was in the morning but his club match was in the afternoon.
2. What positional changes did Michael’s dad suggest since Dinesh couldn’t play? (p. 61)

Include Adam in the starting line up.  Michael could play sweeper and Adam could cover behind when Michael moved forward to join the attack.
3. Explain what “goal difference” means. (p. 62)

   When teams have the same number of points, the positions are then decided on the difference between the number of goals scored and the number of goals conceded.
Chapter 7

	word

friend (p. 72)

pass (p.73)

alert (p. 75)

luxury (p. 76)

blunt (p. 79)

delight (p. 80)       
	Antonym

         Accept any correct antonyms.
	Word
	Antonym

        


1. The following words can be found in this chapter.  Use a dictionary to find at least one antonym (opposite meaning) for each word.  Now add 6 pairs of your own. 

Chapter 8

1. Why was Tom’s goal so special? (p. 87)

It was his first goal of the season.
2. How did Michael and Josh feel about the final score?  Why? (p. 94)

   They were both happy because it was a draw and Dynamos became champions and Rangers also got promoted as runners up.
3. The following adverbs can be found in this chapter.  Write one paragraph including all of these.  Careful – use them appropriately.
   

It’s your turn

Create a table and list the Colford, Red Star Dynamos and Forest Rangers players that you know.  Remember – some names will be listed twice.

	Colford
	Red Star Dynamos
	Forest Rangers

	
	Baz
	



If you could pick your ideal football (or other sport) team, who would you include?  Draw the pitch (or playing surface) and show the positions of each player.  You can include famous people, friends, celebrities or anyone else you like.  Use a separate piece of paper.  

Not keen on sport?  Make up your own supergroup/television programme.  Who would play which roles?  
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