Guided Reading Activities

Someone’s Watching Someone’s Waiting
By Jamila Gavin
Chapter 1 – The Mourning doll
1. Why do you think the writer chose to open the story with the poem?  What did it make you feel, as the reader?

2. What are the clues that tell you this chapter tells of things which have happened in the past, quite a few years ago?

3. How did the writer leave the last sentence a little bit mysterious to keep you reading?  What might make you want to read on?
Chapter 2 – Voices and Shadows
1. When chapter 2 opens at the bottom of page 6 and the beginning of page 7 the writer makes it clear that a lot of time has passed since the description of events in the first chapter.  What clues does she give you to let you know the time has moved on quite a few years?

2.  Granny Easter seems quite strange.  Who do you think she is?  What makes you think this?
3. Who do you think Emmaline might be?
Chapter 3 – A face in the window
1. On page 18 it says that Emma “breathed” her words amazingly.  What do you think it means if she “breathed” it?
2. Emma is about to find something puzzling as she walks through the forest.  At the top of page 21 the description of the forest gives the reader a clue that something mysterious is about to happen, how does she do that in her description?

3. At the bottom of page 23 the writer uses personification to describe the house which Emma is looking at, “their panes glinting like eyes”.   What effect does that have on the reader?  Does it make you feel or think anything about the house?
Chapter 4 – Granny Easter’s doll
1. When Granny Easter says “She didn’t want me to grow up” at the bottom of page 32 who do you think Granny Easter was talking about?
2. On page 36 it says that Emma shook the doll deftly, can you explain what that word means?  Try to work it out by reading the whole sentence, rather than using a dictionary.

3. On page 41 it says “the silence imprisoned them”.  Why do you think the writer chose that description to explain the silence
Chapter 5 – The Fourth Floor?
1. On page 45 it says that the curtain moved imperceptibly, can you work out what that means from  the sentence?
2. On page 54/55 the writer really uses her build up to create suspense before the character gets to the mysterious fourth floor.  How does the writer create suspense?

3. Emma suddenly felt afraid when she spoke to the woman in black.  What pieces of description did the writer use to show how scared Emma was, without actually saying she was scared.
Chapter 6 – Friends at last?
1. Why do you think Emma’s hair looks so untidy?

2. Why do you think these people are making a doll which looks just like Emma?
3. What do you think might happen in the final chapter?
Chapter 7 – A Girl in White
1. How old was Emmaline when she died?
2. Who was the girl who was there when Tombo had his bike accident?

I hope you enjoyed that book.  Now write a book review.

