Whispers in the Graveyard

Chapter 23 and 24
Suspense Story

Think about all you have learned about suspense writing during your reading of Whispers in the Graveyard. You are going to write your own suspense story. The characters, setting, plot development should be decided by you. 

Your final copy will be given to a P4/P5 class to read. 

Remember: Techniques make your writing more effective.

1. onomatopoeia to bring the noise alive

2. short sentences and paragraphs for tension

3. ellipsis (…) for dramatic pause

4. simile and metaphor for description

5. personification to make it seem as if things are alive

6. keep information hidden – something, a voice, a figure

7. use questions to show the character’s confusion

8. use active verbs to create action

9. use some direct speech
Partner Work

Take a few moments to talk to your partner about your ideas and briefly plan the story line in bullet points or mapping. 

THINK

· character (one main- better suspense if character is on own)

· setting (where is good for suspense – forest, abandoned building, cemetery?)

· plot (keep it simple)

· pace (½ page intro, ¾ - 1 page development or middle, ½ conclusion)

Finished?

· Read work carefully

· Underline the techniques you used. More techniques mean more success!

· Check work, or ask a friend, to check your spelling and punctuation
Extension: Illustrate your story on A4 (portrait)
