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What can you see?

What do you think the girl is resting on?

What time of day is depicted?

What type of whales could they be?

Do whales sing?

Why do you think they are jumping out of the water?

P 1 – 2

What types of stories begin ‘once upon a time?’

‘Filled with whales’ – is this literal?

Looking at the similes, what are they like?

What are your experiences of whales?

P 2 – 3

What is a jetty?

What is she listening for?

How would you see them?

How would you feel and why?

Describe how she is looking at her gran.

Describe the view outside the window.

P 4 – 5

Why did they need to know she was there?

Why did they go to her?

How would you give them a gift and what would you give them?

What would they give you in return?

Is she using her imagination?

P 6 – 7

Would you consider it a ‘gift’ to hear them sing?

Why do you think they sing?

Who do they sing for or to?

Why did she whisper?

P 8 – 9

Why is the uncle grumpy?

How do we know this?

Do you think he should speak to her like this?

How is their meat, bones, blubber important?

Is it useful for us to know this?

Is ‘singing whales’ nonsense?

What can you see in the room that tells you about the couple?

P 10 – 11

Why were the whales described as ‘magical?’

How do their opinions and stories differ?

Who would you prefer to listen to and why?

Look carefully around the room, what does it tell us?

P 12 – 13

Have you ever dreamt about a conversation you have had?  Discuss.

Why do you think she is dreaming about them?

Would they call her name?

P 14 – 15

Why did she go somewhere quiet?

Why do you think she chose the jetty?

Why did she drop the flower into the water?

What will she do now?

Why do you think she chose a flower?

P 16 – 17

When is dusk?

Why is it ‘foolishness?’

Why do you think he feels so passionately about this?

Why would she be dreaming her life away?

P 18 – 19

What do you think awoke her?

What would you do?  Would you get up?

Describe what you think she can see from the window.

P 20 – 21

How do you think she was feeling?

How do you know this?

Describe how you think she got out of the house.

Why do you think the whales were there?

P 22 – 23

How long do you think she was there?

Had she slept? Discuss.

Did she hear her name?  

What happened in the morning?

