
The Ant and the Grasshopper 
 

 
 

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, 
chirping and singing to its heart's content.  An Ant passed by, 

bearing along with great toil an ear of corn he was taking to the 
nest. 

 
“Why not come and chat with me,” said the Grasshopper, 

“instead of toiling and moiling in that way?” 
 

“I am helping to lay up food for the winter,” said the Ant, 
“and recommend you to do the same.” 

 
“Why bother about winter?” said the Grasshopper; “We have got 

plenty of food at present.”  But the Ant went on its way and 
continued its toil.  When the winter came the Grasshopper had no 

food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw the ants 
distributing every day corn and grain from the stores they had 

collected in the summer.  Then the Grasshopper knew: 
 
 

It is best to prepare for the days of necessity. 
 
 



The Crab and Its Mother 
 
 

 
 
 

A CRAB said to her son, "Why do you walk so one-sided, my child? 
It is far more becoming to go straight forward."  The young Crab 

replied:  "Quite true, dear Mother; and if you will show me the 
straight way, I will promise to walk in it."  The Mother tried in 

vain, and submitted without remonstrance to the reproof of her 
child. 

 
 

Example is more powerful than precept. 
 



The Fox and the Grapes 
 
 

 
 
 

One hot summer's day a Fox was strolling through an orchard 
till he came to a bunch of Grapes just ripening on a vine which 
had been trained over a lofty branch.  "Just the thing to quench 

my thirst," quoth he.  Drawing back a few paces, he took a run and 
a jump, and just missed the bunch.  Turning round again with a 
One, Two, Three, he jumped up, but with no greater success.  

Again and again he tried after the tempting morsel, but at last had 
to give it up, and walked away with his nose in the air, saying: "I 

am sure they are sour." 
 
 
 

It is easy to despise what you cannot get. 



The Hare and the Tortoise 
 
 

 
 
 

A HARE one day ridiculed the short feet and slow pace of the 
Tortoise, who replied, laughing:  "Though you be swift as the 

wind, I will beat you in a race."  The Hare, believing her 
assertion to be simply impossible, assented to the proposal; and 
they agreed that the Fox should choose the course and fix the 

goal.  On the day appointed for the race the two started 
together.  The Tortoise never for a moment stopped, but went on 

with a slow but steady pace straight to the end of the course. 
The Hare, lying down by the wayside, fell fast asleep.  At last 

waking up, and moving as fast as he could, he saw the Tortoise 
had reached the goal, and was comfortably dozing after her 

fatigue. 
 
 

Slow but steady wins the race. 



 

The Jay and the Peacock 
 
 

 
 
 

A Jay venturing into a yard where Peacocks used to walk, found 
there a number of feathers which had fallen from the Peacocks 

when they were moulting.  He tied them all to his tail and strutted 
down towards the Peacocks.  When he came near them they soon 

discovered the cheat, and striding up to him pecked at him and 
plucked away his borrowed plumes.  So the Jay could do no better 

than go back to the other Jays, who had watched his behaviour 
from a distance; but they were equally annoyed with him, and told 

him: 
 
 

"It is not only fine feathers that make fine birds." 
 



The Lion and the Mouse 
 

 
 

Once when a Lion was asleep a little Mouse began running up 
and down upon him; this soon wakened the Lion, who placed his 

huge paw upon him, and opened his big jaws to swallow him.  
"Pardon, O King," cried the little Mouse: "forgive me this time, I shall 
never forget it: who knows but what I may be able to do you a turn 
some of these days?"  The Lion was so tickled at the idea of the 
Mouse being able to help him, that he lifted up his paw and let 
him go.  Some time after the Lion was caught in a trap, and the 
hunters who desired to carry him alive to the King, tied him to a 
tree while they went in search of a wagon to carry him on.  Just 
then the little Mouse happened to pass by, and seeing the sad 

plight in which the Lion was, went up to him and soon gnawed away 
the ropes that bound the King of the Beasts.  "Was I not right?" 

said the little Mouse. 
 
 

Little friends may prove great friends. 
 



The Milkmaid and Her Pail 
 

 
 

Patty the Milkmaid was going to market carrying her milk in a 
Pail on her head.  As she went along she began calculating what 
she would do with the money she would get for the milk.  "I'll buy 
some fowls from Farmer Brown," said she, "and they will lay eggs 

each morning, which I will sell to the parson's wife.  With the 
money that I get from the sale of these eggs I'll buy myself a new 

dimity frock and a chip hat; and when I go to market, won't all 
the young men come up and speak to me!  Polly Shaw will be that 

jealous; but I don't care.  I shall just look at her and toss my 
head like this.  As she spoke she tossed her head back, the Pail 

fell off it, and all the milk was spilt.  So she had to go home 
and tell her mother what had occurred. 

 
"Ah, my child," said the mother, 

 
 

"Do not count your chickens before they are hatched." 
 



The Monkey and the Dolphin 
 
 

 
 

A SAILOR, bound on a long voyage, took with him a Monkey to 
amuse him while on shipboard.  As he sailed off the coast of 

Greece, a violent tempest arose in which the ship was wrecked and 
he, his Monkey, and all the crew were obliged to swim for their 

lives.  A Dolphin saw the Monkey contending with the waves, and 
supposing him to be a man (whom he is always said to befriend), 
came and placed himself under him, to convey him on his back in 
safety to the shore.  When the Dolphin arrived with his burden in 
sight of land not far from Athens, he asked the Monkey if he were 

an Athenian.  The latter replied that he was, and that he was 
descended from one of the most noble families in that city.  The 

Dolphin then inquired if he knew the Piraeus (the famous harbour 
of Athens).  Supposing that a man was meant, the Monkey 

answered that he knew him very well and that he was an intimate 
friend.  The Dolphin, indignant at these falsehoods, dipped the 

Monkey under the water and drowned him. 
 

Those who pretend to be what they are not, sooner or 
later, find themselves in deep water. 



The Stag at the Pool 
 
 

 
 
 

A Stag overpowered by heat came to a spring to drink.  Seeing his 
own shadow reflected in the water, he greatly admired the size 
and variety of his horns, but felt angry with himself for having 

such slender and weak feet.  While he was thus contemplating 
himself, a Lion appeared at the pool and crouched to spring upon 

him.  The Stag immediately took to flight, and exerting his 
utmost speed, as long as the plain was smooth and open kept 
himself easily at a safe distance from the Lion.  But entering a 

wood he became entangled by his horns, and the Lion quickly came 
up to him and caught him.  When too late, he thus reproached 
himself:  "Woe is me! How I have deceived myself! These feet 
which would have saved me I despised, and I gloried in these 

antlers which have proved my destruction." 
 
 

What is most truly valuable is often underrated. 
 



The Wolf and the Crane 
 
 

 
 

A Wolf had been gorging on an animal he had killed, when 
suddenly a small bone in the meat stuck in his throat and he could 

not swallow it.  He soon felt terrible pain in his throat, and ran 
up and down groaning and groaning and seeking for something to 
relieve the pain.  He tried to induce every one he met to remove 
the bone.  "I would give anything," said he, "if you would take it 

out."  At last the Crane agreed to try, and told the Wolf to lie 
on his side and open his jaws as wide as he could.  Then the Crane 

put its long neck down the Wolf's throat, and with its beak 
loosened the bone, till at last it got it out. 

 
"Will you kindly give me the reward you promised?" said the 

Crane. 
 

The Wolf grinned and showed his teeth and said: "Be content. 
You have put your head inside a Wolf's mouth and taken it out 

again in safety; that ought to be reward enough for you." 
 
 

Gratitude and greed go not together. 
 



The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing 
 

 
 

A Wolf found great difficulty in getting at the sheep owing to 
the vigilance of the shepherd and his dogs.  But one day it found 
the skin of a sheep that had been flayed and thrown aside, so it 
put it on over its own pelt and strolled down among the sheep. 

The Lamb that belonged to the sheep, whose skin the Wolf was 
wearing, began to follow the Wolf in the Sheep's clothing; so, 

leading the Lamb a little apart, he soon made a meal off her, and 
for some time he succeeded in deceiving the sheep, and enjoying 

hearty meals. 
 
 

Appearances are deceptive. 
 

 


