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poetr i

<eacher Tipg

Before You Start
Get the class t0 ma‘:ﬁei/ list of
ny objects as
?)SC):;?bK/ can think of. Now,
read the poem ‘1t’s As Easy
As ... Explain tha_t the
oem is all about things

which are impossible 10 do.

it i to
lass it is their turn
Tell the C gt

To enable t0 ct_\ildren
to produce a_snmple
list poem using a
prescribed structure.

The Next StEp

It’s As Easy As ...

ith exampl o "
?J?\rl?iel:s\(;\: impossible betteer !Unusual their idea, the
happenings.
Objectives

Possible Problem |

AFGaS

There should be feyy problem
with this exercise once childres
have foung their way around thn
poem. However, a5 ideas can i
co_me fairly rapidly from
children with this piece ask
the_m t_o be highly select’ive in
their fina| choice of

Suggestions, As always, the

PiCtures on thejr sheet in order
_to. Prompt them with Some
Initial idegs. With further
prompting, the children should
be ab_le to come up with
plentn‘ul &xamples on the things
it would be impossible to get ’
their mothers, fathers Sisters
and brothers tg do. R’ead the
poem to them again. Explain
that they are going to borroy
thf: .structure of “It’s as eas a

= Intheir own ideas. e

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Get the children to look at the T

And Finally ...

This poem is one which
readily lends itself to
erformance. Get the'
children to choose thelr
‘pest’ idea. The class aré
now ready 10 performa group

_ With everyone
i th the initial ‘1S

poem. WIth
joining I Wi
]as easy as ...’ before the_
beginning of each new idea,

work round the whole group.

Andrew Collett
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It’s as easy a5 walking with your feet in the air

or trying 10 cuddle a big grizzly bear.

ast sweet away

your |
me out and play-

It’s as easy as giving
or asking your teacher t0 CO

I’s as easy as tying your shoes with oné hand
or telling a duck to live on dry land.

Queen round for tea

asy as asking the
ne knee.

It'sas e
ga crocodile down on 0

or sittin

ching a bicycle tyre,

It’s as easy as stret
to put out his fire.

or asking a dragon

unting the stars in the skY.

It’s as easy as CO
dile to putona tie.

or asking a croco

It’s as easy as giving @ ghost quite @ fright,
or asking a bat to stay inat night.

the vicar to laugh,

It’s as easy as getting
ump out the bath.

or asking a spider t0 j

is, it’s no piece of cake,

It’s as easy as th
of m toffee-tooth ache!

trying to get rid

\C/:i?r?i/e some of these to help you
our poem. For ex i
) ample, if
é/(;u chhoose the snail then thlionk of
ofe thing a snail could never do!
¢ raccc;lljrsg, a snail could never W.in
. I So, your i
ace! your idea would look
It’s as easy as getting a snail to
win a race!

Look at the pictures. You need to

Now think of
your own ideas!
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Time

{eacher Tipg

Before You Start
Give the children two p|ecets
of scrap paper. Ask t‘h?m ,o
write down the word ‘slow
on one and “fast’ on the
other.
Read out some exgmp\es of
uations where time see_ms
Kly and where it
ly. Get

seems 10 9O sloyv Get
them to vote with their bits

sit _
to go quic

Possible Problem

_ Are

With younger chil%f’en the whol
concept of time appearing to i
gfas§ slowly or quickly may be

nfﬂcult to demonstrate. Som
children commonly answer tha(t9
: NS and aeroplanes 9o quickly.
0, plenty of pre-work in the |
;rgl Stage might pe needed with
t IS age group. Yoy might like
O Use some of the example

situations on the pypi
upil
overcome this. pupil sheet to

of paper by holding them up
for each situation.

Get the children to Mmake

two columng Onas
Paper with the tjtje
and “fast’. Tell th
You are looking for unusual
and odd ideas. In other
w_ords, originality! Some
Will ask if the poem, like
that on the Sheet, haé to
rhyn“!e.. Rhyme can Stifle
Creativity at thijs Stage - the
can work on that later. g

crap of
S ‘slow
em that

Objectives

To develop an
individual list poem
through the selectl’on
of children’s ‘pest

ideas. o
To perform this In

front
of the whole class.

And Finally ...
to choose
from their

Get the children
ir ‘best’ idea
t:v?l‘r: lit:i. Remind tht_am that
they are looking for ideas
that are probab\y very
different from those of
others in the class. They
are now ready to perfo‘rm
their time piece poem:

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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When I’'m running a race

or stood ina queue, ’
when I’m leftat my grandma’s
with nothing to do.

When I’'m sat all alone
or with nowhere to 9o,
these are the moments
when time passes slow.

When I’'m playing 2 g(;ame

or holding Dad’s hand,

when I'm running through puddles
or building with sand.

When I'm climbing a tree
or snow fills the air, \ CER
these are the moments ol Ohonay.
when there’s N0 time to spare!

Slow Fast

When I’m waiting for my Eating chocolate.
mum to get off the phone.

Christmas Day!

Use this sheet to write down as
many ideas for when time seems
to pass slowly or quickly. Use
the ideas in the boxes to help, but
include plenty of your own!

Now you are ready to write your
own list poem. Begin each line
with “Time passes slowly when ..
or “Time passes quickly when ...”

When I’m having my teeth
pulled out!

Watching my favourite

football team score!
\When I’m eating cabbage -

yuck! Spending money!

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

Email Andrew or Play Games on
www.wackyverse.com
Email: a@wackyverse.com



ointS

poetr P

<eacher Tipg

gefore You Start
Ask everyone 10 write down
the name of an object. They
must not tell anyone what this
is. Playing the ‘yes and no’

game children will now work
in pairs t0 ask one another for
clues about the identity of
their object. Children cannot
answer with ‘yes’ Of ‘no’ in
response 10 questions. This

Riddles

Possible Problem
AFGaS

Chi .
ildren wi| prObably h
ave

INn unde )
what constityt rstanding quite

oy _es aridd
naturzdot;)t/hchlldren as tf.thec es
_ elr obj
unli e
- kely to pe Subtle o
ge stress th iy

tell th at their ¢
0 usee‘ truth or encoyr 6ers must
ha,f-truths, in gﬁhthem
- 111 Other

. not to ni
away! to give too mych

will help them in formulating
clues.

T

EXp,aI?net Next Step

ke 9 the class that

o gomg to be reg| ey

€S and th

ot at the

e abgz: wh,gt the two);;r:eﬁt

i L ead the rj i
y-line. Ask child(:grlletso

jot down W

hat th .

oem j eyt

tﬁ;]eem is aboyt. St)(/) hink the
last give-auq P before

|

the chilgd y line

ren to justi - Get
answers, Nty thei
truth, Now revea] ther

Get them to fijy
grid with their ¢

out the ridder
lues. dder

w

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Objectives

To demonstrate that

there are many ways

of describing an object
or person. To get
children to carefully
consider their choice
of language in writing
a description of poem.

And Finally ...
The children might like 10
place objects in DOXES with
only a small hole in the lid.
Other children might like 10
guess as 10 its identity by
feeling the object and
reading a set of clues written
on the boX. Children might
like to generate a set of
riddle labels for classroom
cupboards. The reader
would then have to guess

their contents.

Andrew Collett
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What r

oars with

anat _ out a

Whairgts Without g tonmzuf?h
an keep alive thg oeld

|t’s around you all the time but h
but you can’t touch itatall, urt the very youngs?
:nsdnr?;?k?érv\?gybs:&all. What runs in g g '
. . Whilst stretehi directions
It smells of fish and chips, etching ever higp
gher?

atis jt?
It’s t? Don’t you know?

or anything like that. Somett
ethlng we call fire

It’s not so very thin

and not so very fat.

|t’s there on the table

and under every chair,

i’s what we need to read a poem -

it’s what we all call air!

How often might you
see your object?

\What one thing could
never go with your
object?

Say where you would
never find your
object.

1f you could change
its name, what would
you call it?

Draw a disguised
picture of your object
in the square below.

\Write down one thing
that goes well with
your mystery object.
Do not make this 100

obvious!

_ To Do!
Think of an object. It
needs to be something
everyone in your class is
likely to have heard about
IS\I:vy,]clook at the grid. |

e if you can

ot answer the
Finished?

Now you have the start of
your riddle. Order your
ideas into sentences!

\What one thing could
your object
never do?

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

i _Andrew Collett
mail Andrew or Play Games on
. W\_Nyv.wackyverse.com
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LOVE IS

{eacher Tipg

Discuss
It it can some-

getalong with
y. Get

Read the poem.
how difficu
times be 10 g€l
your own famil
everyone t0 CO
situation where

d
to try really har
their temper with someon

their family. This will readily

me up with a
they have had

not to |ose_
ein

Possible Problem |

- Ar eas

€ whole discussion process
mlght_ turn into Moaning and
groan_mg Session aboyt brother.
and sisters, To a point, this js i
to be welcomed sg loné as it
does not Overide the ultimate
purpose of the task.
Some children might also not
have_the Mmaturity to consider
love in the context of thejr
brother or sister so this will
Need tg he explaineq.

relate 10 neighbours and
friends.

The Next StEp

After sharing theijr initial
Ideas the children Might want
to use the pupil help sheet
Thl.S asks them to Write doWn
their Own ideas aboyt What
SOmetimes annoys them
aboyt members of thejr own
family. The grid is just to
get them starteq and most
echtlld;en should be apje to
Xtend theijr j i
o Ideas fairly

Objectives
To write a list poem.

To ask children to

consider their
thoughts and feelings

in relation t0 their
own family and
’ friends.

And Finally ...
Children might like tO ma_k_e a
friendship certificate deta!hng

hey consider

Il the qualities € -
2\ good friend must have. This
could easily be extended to @

‘good’ prother/sister
certificate.

Rm—

Children might like to develop
a “‘top ten’ of the most

i its for each
annoying hab|t_s ‘
mem%er of their own family.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Love Is .,

Love is saying you’re sorry
when red in the face, ;
or letting your best frien

come first in arace.

It’s asking your mum
if she’s had a good day,

[ d
or telling your da_
that he’s not turning arey-

|t’s buying your sister
a big cuddly bear,

1 toys
or sharing your _
when it’s not always fair.

It’s helping your_brother
to find his lost kite,

or reading his st(_)ry

at least once & night.

Love is looking away
when others tease you

for, of all of the things, ‘
love is the hardest t0 do!

Read the sentences and see if you can fill in the gaps with your
own ideas.

The hardest thing to do for my best friend would be to:

Think about your neighbour, your teacher, your grandma or
grandad, the dinner lady, the Prime Minister, your pet, in fact .....
anyone you can think of!  Continue these on the back of this
sheet!

Use your ideas to start your list poem. So, if the hardest thing to
do for your sister would be to let her borrow your things, then your
poem would start like this:

Think of the very hardest thing
you might have to do for every-
one you know. Fill in the gaps
on the sentences already started
for you, then add some more of
your own on paper. Think of all
the different members of your
family there are: cousins,
grandparents, nephews, nieces
etc

Love is letting my sister borrow my things.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

Email Andrew or Play Games on
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poetr it
<eacher Tipg

Before You Start

Ask children 10 bring an
object from home. From
these they are go_lpg tc_) )
attempt some 'InltH‘i\'Slml e
work. Using the f;\\;se
* technique, : _
i?\r;fgfen place their objects }[n
a close boX SO others cgnno
see. Orally, get the f:hl\(i_rer;
to describe what their ob]e‘c
is like: smells like feels

Trees

Possible Problem |
AFGaS

Firm guidance Will probap|
be.needed On exactly what g
Objects might be brought intg
school - yoy may prefer to
choqse these yourselfl Asin
any imaginative activity there
will be many who wijj Write
rcie(?s\;vn only their first

onse i
aCtivmes-s to the five Senses

like ..... €tC - -
Objectives

To develop skills of
description through

simile work.

The Next StEp

Itis now time ¢

children oyt intg :z’;e e -
Playground to find some
trees! Having already
Wo_rkgd with the Structure of
asimile, ask them to fill in
the pupil Worksheet. They
may want to place Several
Ideas into each box anq
extend these onto rough
Paper. Bark rubbings are 3
good place to Start in order ¢
get the children to think ’
about the texture of thejr tree

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

And Finally ...
e poem. Get the

n to pool their ideas in
nd to choose

Read th

childre
small groups @
two from each person. They

are now ready t0 put this

oem
togetherasa group P
i?ace. And finally ... usé the

objects the children brought
in to make a display area. N
Label these with the d|f_f‘eée

responses from each child.

a@wackyverse.com - www.wackyverse.com
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Trees

It’s older than It stands like a

My tree’s taller than & giant

it’s wider than a bus,

it’s larger than our football team -

ten times the size of us. It’s wider than a It makes a noise like

e a hedgehod

1t’s rough lik 00

i n
with skin all brown &
it stands like & \ampposrtd

ier left on guard.
oresot It’s taller than a ... It’s rough like a
It creaks in the v_vind _
like an old rocking chai,

1 ass
it rustles as you p’
to let you know it’s there.

|t’s older than My grandad It smells like a

it’s wiser than us all,
our tree in the garden '
stretching high and tall.

My leaf rubbing

Choose a tree. See how many of
the boxes you can fill with your
own similes. Visit other trees so
that you can fill as many boxes as
possible. Do not write down the
first thing which comes into your
head. Consider you answers
carefully and take plenty of time to
stop and stare at your tree. Now
put your ideas into sentences.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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{eacher Tipg

Clouds

Possible Problem |
Before You Start

~ Areas
ical’ ! sC hildren may not pe able to
Draw a picture of 2 ‘typical p?; Srr fully spot 5 shape or
fluffy cloudonthe pic e |
plackboard. The children n ourage children not ¢
will obviously recognise @3 | necessariy look for
such. Now ask them to take @ S OMmplete” pictyre shapes.
few moments 10 study one of , Ugge;st that a cloyq Mmight
Get them 10 00K like 3 dragon wij

clouds. with no
P ider that, in fact very few teeth etc
consl : YV
will look like your version on
the board.

— Objectives

i ’s
To develop chlld_ren
imaginative instincts by
getting them to lo_ok at
everyday objects in an
unusual light.
To introduce children t0
metaphors.

Take the children outside ang o
a§k them to sketch three ver
different clouds, They will g
n_eed_ to use rough paper at
first in Preparation for their
more detailed ang final effort
Ask them What the shape of i
each remings themof. p
enforce that there js né ‘ri v L

1 y ht’

And Finally ...

Get the children t0 illustratr?
and develop their ideas. T ey
may want to tadd’ to thelr
pieces and develpp shgpe‘
poems using their origina
ideas.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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P

getr poirt
Clouds

It'sa spaceship landing
it’s a grizzly begr,

it’s a wicked Wlt_Ch

it’s a giant’s chair.

A feather duster A face with two noses
A puff of smoke

1t’s a puff of silver
it’s a snowdrop wide,
it’s awave when crashing

it’'s a mountain slide.

|t’s a dragon’s tower
it’s a swan all proud,
it'sa snowman’s castle
it’s my magic cloud!

To Do!

Choose four clouds to sketch.
Make sure they are very different
from one another in shape and, if
possible, colour. Once you have
done this write down all of the
things that the shape and size of
your cloud reminds you of.
Remember, it can be anything at
all. Take plenty of time with each
one and see if you can come up
with some really unusual ideas.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

Email Andrew or Play Games on
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{eacher Tipg

Before You Start

e class to make a_list
of as many pairs of _objects
or animals which might
normally go toget_her.
From fish and chipsto
stawberries and cream this
should present few

roblems. Younger
F():hildren may be need to be

Get th

prompted!

The Next StEp

their chojce of pairs. Get
them to grade their jdegg out
of ten as to Which they think
are the most unusual ang
lntdresting. That is, thoge
which are Jeagt likely to have
been used by someone else
O.therwise We may end y .
with a list of ‘buckets anc?
Spades’ ang ‘Mmice ang
cheese:z’.' Use the themes
Opposite to get them thinking

Objectives

To develop @ sim

Ask children to be selective in

Without You

Possible Problem |

AFGaS

There shoulg be few problem
of understanding When usin )
su_ch a simple Structure as ’
this. However, the danger of
sugh an exercise couylg be that
c.hlldren opt for only the )
Simplest of paired words

ple list

poem using a given
structure.

To performa short
poem 10 the class.

And Finally ...

This particular pidce lends
itself to some rapid drama oS
work. Ask children _to wor

a pair in demonst_ratmg a it
simple action t0 illustrate

ideas. _
Finally, as appropriate, z_aLHO\(l)vf

them to borrow the end|ng
jve their piece

my poem tog
sense Of structure.

b

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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planets And Space

Without you I’'m like

a street with no name

I’m like a ship without sea
or a firework without flame.

< ==y Without you I’m like
The Queen a duck on dry land,

for whatever | do

you always understand!

To Do!
Think of as many pairs of
objects which normally go
together. You might find the
pictures on this paper useful in
getting started with your ideas.
For example, if you looked at
the picture of Santa you could
make a list of all the Christmas
things which normally go
together. Make a long list of
as many as you can

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Ask the children to come up
with a list of objects which
we would find outside. For
example, rees, hedgehods,
leaves, cars, birds, flowers,
etc. Ask them to explain in
what ways they aré changed
by the arrival of autumn.
Some ideas might be:
windows misting, cobwebs
sparkling etc

Objectives

To write an open—ended
list poem piece using the
yery minimum of given

structure.

To extend and develop
children’s understanding
of changes in seasons.

The Next Step

You should by now
e

Autumn

Possible Problem |
Areas

F i
or this to work well. th
, the

children wi
will ne
o \ ed to
aUtrunnLicr:]h Information gg”ect
Sl as possible. A
w round the sch nature
phgether With some !
ot
o Ographs to exte
Perience wij oy it

Ilc
develop thejr idea:ga”y help to

gatherin
gso
Vocabular re useful

Y. Th i
’t\J’est tackled in gf ove is
oW, ask ops:

chi
what arri Idren to consiger

vals th ;
autumn, as o Sreare in

listi %> Opposed to sj
affoug oct which g
- Yo ©
fro Ou could -
consli;dew’ fireworks ('_T(C:)nmder
rs. fo , Ice,
to [i g, etc.
list an action #A0K them
each: word for

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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And Finally ...

Read my poem. Get the
children to work through the
connecting pairs in the box
and add these 10 their initial
ideas. AsS appropriate and,
according to ability, the
children may be able to
extend their ideas into
similes:

« autumn is a car coughing
........ like an old man first
thing in the morning’.

They are NOW ready t0 write!
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Autumn 1S

A shadow tall

A splash of gold,

A day cut short,

One p\ayground, cold.

A conker raceé

A crunch of feet,
A lazy wasp

One fireside treal.

A tree left bare

A classroom bright,
A flower folding
One morning, white.

A sinking sun

A painted world,
A robin’s song
One hedgehod, curled.

A silver mist

A cowbweb’s Crown,
A magic dressed
{n autumn’s gown.

The first one is done for you.

anNSWEers.

write these out with the starting
title of ‘Autumn Is’

Remember new idea, new line.

See if you can join up each of
the pairs of words in the box above.

There are not necessarily any right

Now, with your first thoughts see if
you can choose your best ideas and

die
stretch
chimneys sneeze
puddles blaze
people fall
fog sparkle
flowers go back
clocks appear
cobwebs

shiver
children hangs
bonfires go home
conkers smoke
coats choke
shadows freeze

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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poelr) oit

‘eacher

sheet to help W

Before You Start

Tips

i | the things
Make a list of all t ; )
which have anything to d° ;Zg'm”g p:or to attempting this
i ter: - However, 5
\g;g(\:;:ms steam engines, "Z)e,?ther is rarely likth)r/]io
i drains, Oblige, I have j
clouds, hosepIPes; _ Included an
boats etc. Use the s_xtended sg\t/er,)ston Sheet to help
ith this. elop ideas towargs
of the activity, the end

Look at the pupil

Ideas.

The Next Step

Water Words

Possible Problem |
Areas

There’s no Subsij
Situte for pej
able to observe the rain "

Objectives
o develop use of v
.. 3 "
similes using a 5 U

prescribed structure.

sheet. Ask

t(;]hlldren to try ang match up

ose I i

whichvgg;?iv'” ,ihe circle brainsoring eSS

whic Destr OrThW'th those ttry\\zse on the sheet.

oo e s ais ere should Using the extension sheet, try

argument over tf:yssmn e - - N
u to develop

Use p_lenty of photographs -

find Pictures to generate

And Finally .-

Add those inital ideas from

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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\Water

\Waves crash and then disappear
giants paddle where no one can hear,
raindrops race like stars shooting low
and rivers rush with nowhere 10 9O.

Shipwrecks creak down under the sea
saucepans sizzle just before tea,

hose pipes hiss like snakes in a spin
and drains gurgle under their skin.

Baths bubble all steaming and hot
coffee pours from out of its pot,
waterfalls roar to warn you away,
wishing wells wait to hear what you say-

Buckets tip when left by the door
umbrellas drip onto the floor,

snowmen melt into the ground

and wellingtons splash like no other sound!

bubble
splash

rumble
burst

foam
roll
swim
thunder

drizzles

ice

taps soap

tears kettles

clouds
hosepipes waterfalls

pipes

saucepans

waves
ducks

rivers

wellingtons

\?veoe c|}|f you can match up the “circle’
wo:rf l:t)o those in the square. There
e answers for ever .
_ y one, s
if you can add words of your own0 See

Use the EXTENS
ION shee
complete your ideas. e

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

Emai
mail Andrew or Play Games on
c W\_Nw.wackyverse.com
mail: a@wackyverse.com




This is a fun poem_wmgh carc
also work with se_nous |ssue‘,
Initiate a discussion about &
the things chi\c_iren are y
unhappy with In the wor C.an
Try to seta rule that they
have one ‘fun’ and one
‘serious’ suggestion. So,
suggestions cc_)u\d be ats
simple as having 10 eab o
vegetables Of the numbe
wars around the world.

Objectives

To develop a list

poem.

To initiate discussion

on issues of

If Children Ruled
THE WORLD.

Possible Problem

e Areas
€ danger is that s, i
. ggesti

made by children will %ot b?ens

alanced or consid
ered.
There will pe d

. the usyg|
ndd ;)f all schools’ or ‘bang “
aaults’.  Thege id
edited-oyt oction

at the selection
Stage. However, g

€ncourage off-pegt and
unusual - f impractica] -
Ideas like central heating for
| unds or snow jn July!

banning of school etc.

sIng the ‘one fyn’ and ‘one
SErious’ rule ask them to
develop a Top TEN of ryles
they woulg Mmake, Try to
encourage fresh ideas for
rules rather than

simply a b
on those magde by adul)t/s! -

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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importance to yound
pe0p|e.
The Next Step |
e e = o Finaly -
0 be in charge .
the world for 4 day. Tghe?(: Starting with the line lf’
will be immediate children ruled the world",
enthusinsm for this idea with encourage children to list
Suggestions of free Sweets

their ideas. Tnis is best -
done collaboratively: Spin
offs from this could _be a
board game with chﬂ_dren
working through t_helr owa_eq
ideas and rules with penalli€s
for breaking these. T_hlS .
activity isa good way |nto
wide range of role playing
activities.




All schools would be
close to the seaside.

If Children Ruled The World

If children ruled the world

. vegetables would be banned

No more pollution of and adults sent to bed at eight
our atmosphere right across the land.

Teachers would wear uniform
and be told what to do,

they'd have to sit in rows all day PE Lessonsl
with no trips to the loo. EVERY DAY!

Weekends would be sunny

school dinners would taste great,
grannies wouldn't try to kiss

and parents wouldn't be late.

An END to

Things would be much better,
if only for a day,

so come on children everywhere
it's time to get our way.

MORE 'FUN
science experiments!

We would SAVE
THE WHALE

You are going to write a list 0
all the things you would like to
see in the world - all the things
which might change it for the
better. From stopping cruelty
to animals to having more PE
lessons, you should have plenty
of ideas. Silly ideas like central
heating for playgrounds are a
good choice too! Try to choose

i _ Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
one sensible for every sill

Andrew Collett
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oints

Before You Start

This is a simple and fun
activity. Start off by
reading the class some
football poetry. See
extension sheet 10.
There is plenty of scope
here for the inclusion of
simple football chants,
claps and debate on the
‘hest” football team in the
world. Which, of course,
is Newcastle United!

Objectives

poem. TO

to think

Wongastava

To develop a list
encourage children

imaginatively about
useless objects.

(\)/}/e’re lookin
a

posss'_ br;]any odd things as
e more - the stranger and
Thiam e, us_eless the betterl
s uld incluge empt A
seco;’qd a;]t footballs evefw Y pop
Cond-hand fi
childrar: 33 fireworks

have to exist.ggeStionS {0 not

children g ,NvEncourage

o ENT thej
N useless objects litl?: '

fireproof
_ Mmatc
Inflatable gart gce)Zr(er 3

g to collect a |jst

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

Possible Problem |
Areas

In any footh
is too 20l poem piece
Tt
Ther GAME"
problee ;r € generally ve:\;/”? '
o rS with this activit o
piece reli the humour of t)I;.
collectin'eS on the childre °
i poeg odd-ball items 1?
need to 21 So they wil| >
carefull 100se these ve
Y. i

Using the poem’s structure,
children will need to replace
my ideas with their own.
This activity lends itself
readily to drama work with
children creating their owWn
adverts 10 proclaim the
virtues of their own
«waterproof teabags’ Of
‘silent alarm clocks’. Asa
way into creating adverts, see
ways of ADVERT\S\NG A
POEM - Extension 5.




What A Save

CRAZY INVENTIONS

Our school goalie saves beer mats
and little bits of chalk,

he saves old rubber bands

freezer for Eskimos and parrots which won't talk.

A freeze

Combs for bald-heads . :

Diet celery . He saves double-sided playing cards

Ejector sea's ff\r helicopters  4nd doughnuts with no hole,

ﬂriﬁ'ﬁin? gzx:éel’rs it's just a shame our goalie

Ngn- ctick Sellotape can't ever save a goal!

Reduced calor‘1ice wa‘reL )

d-hand firewor

Secon MORE crAZY INVENTIONS

Self-stick fryin
9 pan

Um?r‘@”ﬂ with a Skyhgh-r
Unsinkable submarine
Waterproof sponge

Make a list of as many useles
objects as you can think of: -
empty pop cans, flat footballs
etc. However, to make your
ideas more interesting, look at
my list of crazy and really
useless objects. See if you can
come up with some of you own.
Use these to re-write my poem
about a goalkeeper who saved
VVERYTHING -

except GOALS!

Silent alarm clock
Waterproof teabags
nderwater hairdryer
See-through blinds
A cordless bungee Jump

Black highlighter
Inflatable darTbogfg

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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Attention

<eacher Tipg

Before You Start
Get the class t0 mak_e a list
of all the things which the;y
would not like to do. Ge
them to consider such areas
as clothes they wou{:\?_| :gt
be seen We ,
\;)V:g‘glts they would not want
to be seen with, places they
would never go etc. The‘
more extreme the; gxamp es
then the more original the
end piece is likely to be.

Objectives

To develop a simp!
poem using & given

StruCtU\'e-

The Next Step

Possible Problem |
Areas

There should

be few
here, althoug ildra®

: h some childre
n
1\:/vnH Need to pe Steered away
rom examples which could

perhaps he Considered as sj lly.

Humour, of course, js always

welcomeq. There s plenty of

Scope for humouyr withi
- W .
oo ithin this

e list

_Get the children to share their
Ideas. Working in groups
?es(; tthem to put on thejr |
_COItor’s hat’ to deci i
_ldeas might be W(frctllﬁde heh
Including in the piece.
Encoyrage the use of
rhyming couplets, as
appropriate, However do
not_make this a requirer’nent
As in all Poetry efforts .
rhy;ne Will come with ’
confidence whe iter j
ready to includentrf?se. s

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Idren should now
have a raw collection of t
ideas. Get them to look &
the simple structure of my e
poem. Ask them 10 pl_ace_a
‘pest” of their ideas Wlth|n ;
the structure of the firstan
|ast two lines. In oth_er -
words, put their own ideas

place of my owWn-

The chi
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Attention Seeker

My brother will:

stand on his head,

try to play dead,

pull funny faces,

wear coloured braces,

climb a tall tower,

get dressed in the shower,
hang upside-down,

dress like a clown,

in fact, anything you mention,

just to get Mum'’s attention!

Try to think of all the things you
would never want to do. Your
ideas could be to do with places
you would never want to visit,
people you would never want to
be seen with or even clothes you
would never want to wear.
When you have your ideas, see
if you can replace some of my
own ideas in this poem.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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{eacher Tipg

Before You Start

children in

mmerse the
|revo|ting rhyme. Roa\_d
Dahl is an obvious ch_mce
here. Though you mlgh:;
also consider t:e work 0
-teacher from
aE\i:():(olnshire!! Children
always welcome the
freedom 10 discuss the
unmentionab\es of cow
pats and dirty socks.

awarenes

recipe.

writing.

The Next StEp

Objectives

To develop children’s

variety of language:
the language of the

the fun factor in

Revolting Recipe

Possible Problem
AFGaS

The obvioys
that this activity coylq
develop into a session
devoted to bodily functions
Ground ryleg need to be set'
and the point Made that
humour needs to pe Subtle
anq Not too obvigys, This
activity js therefore SOmethin
I would only attempt with 4 ’
group of children | Knew wel|

problem here js

s of awide

To promote

ert_ing revolting recipes
réquires a ot of Maturity
from the children, They neeq
_to decide between What
Ingredients are horrible byt
funpy and what are simply
plain rude. So, ask them t
collect together as many ’
horrible items as they can:
green socks, olq earwax '
to_ get them to pair these u
with different kinds of foog :
COwpat cake!  See i
Extension sheet 6.

try

d have a good

Iting food
t minceme

gs. Look

Children shoul
selection of revo
ideas, from maggo

to dandruff stuffin
cookery books t0 explore the

language of a recipe. Sge the
pupil sheet for sugge§te
yocabulary. Now children e
should be ready to put togc:
a recipe for one or more oh
their revolting dishes - they
could even make them:

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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C
) . : Pic
Revolting Recipes ool K
St
Sw s’ﬁ“ﬁ

Pour in a pimple, squeezed freshly today
with two maggots still juicy and fat,

then drop in some dandruff, fluffy and light,
from the hair of a flea-covered rat.

Then bring to the boil, for ten minutes or more,
adding two toenails o make it a treat,

then stir in a sock, going green down below
from the smelliest of dirty great feet.

poQC/; Flick in a fingernail, drip in some dung,
dice-up the dead skin from your toes,
before whisking it up with a dozen wasp wings
and the dribble from a dog's nose.

Then serve it all with blisters and boils
and bluebottles which haven't been fed,
and after a mouthful you'll work-out why
they call this best belly-burn spread.

S
bake fe%

Read as many revolting rhymes as
you can find. See extension sheet 7
for examples. See if you can invent
some ideas for revolting recipes.
See extension sheet 6 for some
ideas on this. Choose one of your
revolting ideas and, using the
‘cookery language’ on the pupil
page, see if you can invent a recipg
0 turn your teachers’ faces gre

v Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
Andrew Collett
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poetr P
{eacher Tipg

roffee apples Possible Proplem |
Are
et i Start $S'the children begin to collect
The best way into this poerg\ ; u i g o bein o
is for the childrep to have ha adgether, i igh aummaﬁca“y
recent of immed|ate_ - 2 e e il o,
experience of Bom‘_we Nig h T O,S-e Loty
As this is an occasion whic : z; o anq s o
most children love, then there g e hos s
should be few ob;taclgs to _'F:]OCess s isan o i
inspiration. Wait u_ntn\ the owey e encers "
day after Bonfire l\_hght N g s ot
pefore inciting an |mpr?mp ortopands and
chat about the children’s
evening. -
B Objectives
To develop @ LOUD

poem for performance
using the format of two

words per line.

The Next StEp

Firework Night

hands
bonfire

Cf_n'ldren will soon he
spilling over with tales
€xaggerated ang otherV\,/ise
of their own bonfire ’
€Xperiences ... the bi
rocket, brightest cathg?iiset
Wheel, loudest Cracker etc
Get them to make a Jjst of.aH
the things they can
rémember. From cheers to
chattering teeth, bonfires to
baked Potatoes - there should
be plenty to Write about.

nally ...

lop children’s
the FIVE

And Fi
In order to deve
i rther, usé
géﬁsfés exercise 'go help
develop astrong hs‘t of_ ’
onomatopoeic and “action
words. 1ngroups, operate a
system of selection as.
children try to paif their
bonfire words with these.

Encourage noise as children

experiment with reading and

[ art of
erforming these as pat
‘:heir selection. Extension 9

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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bang shriek
. dazzle
fizz
Firework Night
shoot
Bonfires blazing whiz

children gazing
fireworks flashing,
people dashing,
jumps gymnastic
colours fantastic
planet-chasing
rocket-racing
faces glowing

u crowds all growing!

scatter

Stars in flight,
on firework night.

Write down as many things as
you can remember about bonfire
night. Try giving one or two-
word answers. ldeas might
include catherine wheels,
rockets, stars, bonfire, toffee
apples etc. Now, see how many
SOUND & ACTION works you
can collect. Try whiz, bang,
whirr, shriek, roar etc Try to
match your words with those
in your first list.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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'(eacher Tipg

Before You Start

[ to make
Ask the the chlld_ren
a list of all the things they can

) . N
think of whlch have _
connection with maths. _{hlj
is best done on large sheets
scrap paper leaving space

ach word.
A proad and as

an be as _
el hildren like.

Maths Kennings

Possible Problem |
AFGaS

Children wij have no
problem in listing items
Connected with Maths,

Where they might fing
prqblems isin the concept of
hstl.ng ‘Properties’ of items
Whilst they will be apye (o Jie
thg basic function of an °
o_bje_zct, they Mmight fing jt
difficult to extend thijs,

general as the C

The Next StEp

Thg children are Now goin

to hst_the Properties of son?e
_of their objects as well as th
Job_s that they perform ang :
their overalj importance
These can pe SCribbleq oﬁ the
large Paper around the
chogen word. For example
or? time, Properties ang uses,
might inclyde - keeping a
date or for being the most-
watched item in the last half
an hour of school,

Objectives

To juggle with words in
order to explain away
common mathematlcal

concepts and equip
in a novel and new way.

ment

And Finally ...

airs, get children 10 read

out their descriptions to ef;\‘(‘:
other. The other chllq wi
need to QuUESS what this |te_:m
might be. Such an exerc_ltser’s
serves 10 heighten the Wil e

ipti he argues
riptive senses as
o th to exactly

with the other as
what he intended and wh‘zt has
been described. l’g shou

now be time to write!

Inp

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Maths Kennings

Maths Problem

Scales If'S a brain-tegsep
_creature mind-squeezer
're a cupboard-cr encil. ,
T e teacher. Fead peropper
recipe—mGE:: patience-tester
dm\:ejbr:\(ia)?er and number wrest|ep|
cake-

and pos’rage—fixer

Money

It's a happiness-spr'eader'
problem-shedder
power-giver

luxury-liver

life starter -

it's paper barterl

Make a list of as many
mathematical objects and concepts
as you can possibly think of.
Leave plenty of space around each
of these. Now, around your
objects and concepts, try to list
some of the jobs these perform.
The more off-beat or unusual the
job the better. Read the above
poems - it’s now time to have a

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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{eacher Tipg

rt with sharing the sheet
on OPTICAL |LLUS|ON|Sd.
These visual teasers shou

1 into a
rompt children
%iscussion on different ways

of looking at objects. Pupi‘l‘s
always enjoy these and w;) .
often throw up some off-

interpretations forthe
drawings. Encourage this.

Stal

Ob

The Next StEp

gead the poem EVERYDAY
o BJECTS. As you get to
€ second or thirg verses
children should be getting,
somz_a notion of what will be
réquired of them Prompt
them for their own P
Suggestion '
those in thes ;?gef(r)r:.e reading
qu ask them to Mmake a
quick note of a5 many
animals, opj
g obfj_eCtS €tc as they

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

jectives

ook Twice

SEE EXTENSION
SHEET EIGHT

Possible Problem

AFGaS

This js g difficult piece to
tackle and wij need plenty of
pre_a-work. However, once
chl_ld_ren understand the idea
thelr_lmaginations Will usual]
run riot with suggestions g
There wil_l be some who ;can 't
tshee anything’, Remind them
at _they are not necessarij
looking for the whole objeg/t -
tthe_y Must _ﬁ” in any 9aps with
ginations!

To encourage

children to look at
everyday objects
in a new light.

And Finally ...

Using the animal/object
ing, | et

listing, 1IN order 'go g _

children t0 consider Iookmr(;;
at everyday objects_throug
the ‘eyes’ onan animal or

creature. )
To a mouse & jigsaw puzzle
is crazing pa\_/mg or an
aeroplane is just the big
brother of a_blrd. r
Extend this O you
inanimate objects. Set_a theS
pupil sheet for further ideas.

Andrew Collett
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L ook Twice teardrops

A street light is

a spaceship just landed

with one foot on the ground,
two halves of a cymbal

with none of its sound.
That’s what a street light is.

An old woollen sock is

a snake’s sleeping bag

one half of a pair,

a nose-bag to niff

if ever you dare.

That’s what a woollen sock is.

A bathroom sink is

a swimming pool for midgets
an ocean of one,

a wet waterfall

quickly undone. o
That’s what a bathroom sink is.

a silver
button:
one push
and night
time is over

To Do!
Make a list of animals or
objects. Using EXTENSION
SHEET 8 you are going to try
and imagine one thing your
animal or object can see.
However, you are not looking
at this one thing through
YOUR eyes, but through the
eyes of your animal or object.
What do you think it could
suggest - think SIZE:

A telegraph pole is

a toothpick for giants

a man long and thin,

a tree straightened out,

one very large pin.

That’s what a telegraph pole is.

A letter box is

a man without teeth

a metal suitcase,

a person who’s gone

all red in the face.

That’s what a letter box i,

All things are

giants and dragons,

or tiny white mice,

in fact, anything you want,
if you care to look twice!

— The stars are tiny
windows opening _
and closing in the
night sky.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
Email Andrew or Play Games on
www.wackyverse.com
Email: a@wackyverse.com



’ ts
oif In A World
Without Maths

poetr P

Possible Problem

Areas
hThere should be feyy problems
ere. It’s helpful to have
plenty of visual pPompts to

Before You Start

children t0 think of all
ﬁikﬂmes gy mat:sm really get th_em to consider that
in our lives. Ty to get the mathy ot iy
to consider some of the less Mg U ot
obvious examples, sucﬁ as _SF;eCtacu,ar s e e
the role of maths In n_waj_or meftom ul opectsof ”
sporting events, p_redlctmg m o aeeing of -
the weather, running Jots
computers and the massive
impact these have on our
lives. -
Objectives

To demonstrate tha:
maths is an integra /
and vital part of our r/ / Vin
lives. Toput _ )]
together @ simple !lSt . /// =
poem 10 reflect this. ‘ =

m to the children.
ow the

By now, children
A should have
a good stock of ideas, |f not
, Read my PO

They are going o oI

€ncourage them to browse
structure of this piece,

through information books in

o0t library to really get 5
Cross-section of jdeq e
S. ] |
e Jectovem. ‘n aworld without math,s
they’d e N0 ooreveeersreee

an
tis. e MathS plays i laf
. e .
Carpets = kri(cii m,ple, fiting e font?: applied t0 other
Carpenter . w e?ge of area, readily  orld without
- Knowled reas ...
measurement. geof zcienCe, history, roads etc .-

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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In A World
Without Maths

In a world without maths
they'd be no maps to plot
no pyramids to climb,

no shapes to spot.

They'd be no money to spend
no trains on time

no graphs to shade,

no rhythm to rhyme.

They'd be no bills to pay
no roads to plan,

in a world without maths
we'd all be in a jam!

What's the longest

Piece of furnityre in
a schoo)?

The multiplicay;
plicatio
table! "

Consider all of the ways in which
maths is used in our lives. Try to
imagine some of the more unusual
and perhaps more powerful uses of
maths.

Read my poem. Using the
structure, ‘In world without maths
..... add some of your own
thoughts of what a world without

\ Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
maths would really be like. oetry Points from Children’s Poe

Andrew Collett
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{eacher Tipg

Maths Epitaphs

Possib|
Before You Start Ae Problem |
reas

Dig-out as many epitaphs as Epitaphs use

you can. See the pupil sheel play as part 01,3 uns and worg-
for some general examples. and humour 1t_helr appeal
These will readily lend difficult to e.x ,h_eSe can be
themselves to SOME way around th? ain. A good
improvised drama work. Start the SessionS Might be to
\\riting epitaphs should be sharing of som with the

fun so give your group plenty the children - alejokes from

of time to immerse source of puns aWayS arich
themselves in the language 0 words. nd plays on

Objectives

To consider some of the
characteristics and
qualities of maths
concepts and apply thes
to a piece of humorous
Verse.

Write down a Jist o ;

Mathemati
Write beside eaChabulary,
magined ‘death’ its

0

CIOQE‘)//V - fancied a change
Ise - became fooljsp,

sh.

Now, loo
, ook agai
example epitaphs. 1<

should pr

|f someone is stuck, a good
way in is t0 invent a
pirthplace for a maths
concept .... ‘Here lies the
body of a cube from York/
Hull/Greece ... this allows
for endless rhyming patterns.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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No one can believe it
it's broken the nation,
for it is the death

of multiplication,

The body of the kilogram Everyone thought,

has been finally found being so clever.

after being beaten for good that multiplication could y

by the English pound! go on forever. i
A number passed away
without any fuss,

when it was deleted
by a large abacus.

General Epitaphs
i rden
Traffic Wa Rosehip

At the traffic warden's grave : |
osehip, the for'Tune_Te”er

i tops to pine,
no-one £TeP here lieg dead

on account of the meter r -
l 1 could have sqyeq herself

and double-yellow line.!

if she'd only looked ahead!

Green Fingers

Read the maths and general
epitaphs. In pairs, see if you can
act-out one or more of these. The
more ‘over-the-top’ you are with
these, the funnier they will appear.
Make a list of as many maths
concepts as you can. Write down
ways in which they might have met
their maker. Now, have a go
yourself at writing a maths epitaph!

Here lies the body

of a gardener from Leeds,

so do please take a cutting

if you're after some seeds!

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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<eacher Tipg

Before You Start

ms,

From kilograms, grsa

etres, Cen“metrerr’\aps even
rr?wnnme“es. """ > jot down 2
imperial units ..... in which
P fall the ways in world
list ?ry to measure the
we

around Us.

Weights & Measures

Possible Problem

Areas
Problems Will occyr jf
children don’t know the valye
of various Weights ang
Measures, Pre-work on this
is obviously important.

Children might simply ljst

things that are a centimetre/
metre lon

9. They need to
think imaginatively about

their ideas. A centimetre

might be

a afairy’s wink, a
Spider’s smijle etc ...,

The Next Step

The idea for this

activity js
simple. Yoy

will be asking the
children to consider all of the
things which Might be the
length of 4 centimetre, metre
etc or weigh 4 gram, kilogram
and so on, Ask children to
consider some of the less
obvious €xamples. Prime
them with SOme poetry which

relies heavily on imagery and

point them in the direction of

the possible themes for these
on the pupil page.

Objectives

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

i d
To develop @ heightene
0 -
sense of spau%l) L end
reness. :
erlwr\:vaa;hematica\ \ea;mng
into the rea}\ms (_) ons.
children’s imagin

age some sort of
ess with ideas

children will inevitably
as

Try to encou!
selection proc

jon of
\lection O
a large CO o
:‘\a'\?lay obvious suggesetrla‘
y en
he very 9
orrow t ere
?tructure of my rp:‘oe
generate an exa
unit of measure.

ple for each
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Weights & Measures

A millimetre is
a distant star,
a spark froma firework
or a door left ajar.

A centimetre is
a bee standing still
a gentle snowflake
or a giant's pill.

A mefre is

nearly a leap,

or how wide I stretch
when fast asleep.

And a kilometre is
t+oo far to run,
a breath of wind

Jot down all the units of measure
you can think of. These will
include kilograms, grams, metres,
millilitres etc.

Read the poem. This lists a
handful of objects, sometimes real,
sometimes imagined, that
correspond to centimetres, metres
etc. See how many ideas you can
think of for each unit of measure.

and one step to the sun.

POSSIBLE THEMES

) rivers
animals

the sea ice

SNoOwW

taps
stars

waves

jewels

waterfalls
frost

clouds

Why did the numper
Pull a sily facep

It was trying 1o do
Some mentg| Mmaths,

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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{eacher Tipg

Shapes

Possible Problem |
. Ar
Before You Star}] Children can ﬁ'%a}iaginat,-ve
hildren out of the work difficut. T
I?:sifggff‘ to he playgroun. complain that theyh can't e
; i where anythi
the field - 1n fgc; ?rt\)}e/ ar \)/,e t,(?g_e dM“Ch oo
where there ;T(‘)‘gee awide challenge angne if they_ are to
opp_o;tuggﬁéundmgs, trees and World around t:] Z—;xan;l_ne the
\cl)?kr\fr%oints of interest. Tell 1fu_ggestiwls are “ké ly t(l)rzte
n a N )
B ey e e
?hg\g?n(;e‘ziit:hapes or bits of These are ﬁng ssgaa?tj:rrt]isnetc.
0 _ _ ]
i veryday point.
shapes hiddenin¢€
items. : :
Ob]eCthES
To encourage chi\_dren
{0 think imaginatively
whilst consolidating
their knowledge about
the properties of given
shapes.

The Next Step

Get them to j
. Jot down

- Square, circle
'ectangle etc. Aroyng -
e ' uses a very simplé
wn'?: ,dtg\fv);] Wl';“ eed to ‘%S&er? Each verse will
See which USa t,hat fhey can i)e in with whatever the
these shapes i aS,’ o bartof shgpe appears t0 be. As
ot be able g s oY, M3 e mportant o eer
with a full tri ole phing S\nildlr,en away from looking
note that l;’;lngle, but may : ¢ whole shapes - prime
edges of s o N m to look for suggestions
N  napes. Get them to 100K
which, perha'lOé9 Z;rlzngle 3’( objects from different
et 5" angles, upside-down etc t0

try and spot a hidden shape.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Star
octagon

Semicircle Shapes

olygon A triangle is ]

poly9 a tent to explore, cyhndef
: a shiny shark’s tooth

trapezium or an odd-looking door.

A circle is

a face without fun,
a round-a-bout

or simply, the sun!

rhombys A rectangle is
a square too wide,
kite a letterbox _
or a place to hide. triangle

And a cone is square

a lighthouse at night,

some arms open wide rectangle
or half of a kite.

pentagon

hexagon

Think of as many different shapes
as you can. There are many on
this page to help you. Jot some of
these down. Find a spot from
where you can observe the world
around you. See if you can spot
some or part of these shapes in
objects you can see. Be
imaginative - you don’t have to se
the whole shape ... see my poem!

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Before You Start

This is a simple poem
designed for a performance
piece. Give everyone a few
minutes to come up with a
couple of daft questions that
their parents are always
asking them. By this we
mean questions which really
have a secondary meaning.
EG ‘Do you think I’'m made
of money,’ meaning, of
course, you can’t have any-

The Next Step

Commo
N ground
a
youngsters here anzlongSt

i .
ISCussion wi]| quickly

throw
-Up more

a -
that parents Jjke tof;glg Fetons

What Parents Say

Objectives

To get children on
their feet and
performing their
own simple list
poem as part of a

group.

young children

this with
beyond. Year S/6

Beyond the 5
Sh_ould be fe
this activity,

Possible Problem
Areas

I have yseq
and

ge issue
, there
W problems with

And Finally ..

Use a large space give out
poster-sized paper and big
pens. Get them 10 borrow
the format of my poem and
insert their own three
questions. Once they have
this in poster form they
should readily be able to put

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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demonstrate their poem.
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wittP*  Qupil Page
What Parents Say

T 110
When will you stop acting like a child?

Are you lis‘rening?
What Parents Say
It's funny the things that parents say like:
What do you look like?

What kind of music do you call that?
What time do you call this?

It's funny the things that parents say.

All questions.  No answers.

L ix pairs of hands?
Do you think T've got six pair Do I have to repeat myself?

Parents are always asking
questions. See how many you can
think of.  Put together a short
sketch to demonstrate one or more
of your parent questions. For
example, WHAT TIME DO YOU
CALL THIS, could involve you
coming home late one evening
together with a short confrontation
Now use some of your questions i
the poem as above

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Possible Problem |

5 Areas

Ne of the stengths of thi

to write down a activity j .S Of this

o 31?\355 about the sorts and Ch%/lc'!iet it pupil-feag
few heas that they enjoy demonstrat: tire' PHlowed o
of ?hmg ith their time. This Knowledge e"- SXpertise ang
o \k;\“ anything from Subject g?h' . the'-r chosen
could eto fishing, football to minorits/ wh ol be g
Zycmr?g Try to avoid the all- demonstrateo S ot to

ancing. £ an interest in ve
too common response O much of anything. Broaden tg;

vision.

Before You Start

SCope of this to include

watching tele .
Although, with meny. ﬂ;‘: Playstation games or

may be the only response: television programmes
L Objectives

To take a sub]ec_;t, any
subject, and write a_bout
it asif itwerea recipe.

WithThfe Next Step
aftew sy i

there shoulg bgeiggi(t)eptlf}zidmg& o
plenty of ideas. |n discussio
try to focus 0N one or two "
COmmon actjvitjeg and ask
children to suggest what really

And Finally ...
«cooking’ words
on the pupil sheet. D'|s§:usst t:Qat
these are also used outside

i n
context of cooking - peop!e cal
with rage, an interviewer

Read out the

Makes their actjyiti
successful. [t mi o ‘boil’ L u
might be that 5 «qrill’ a politician or yO
good party needs plenty of can Orf% (1 the sun.
::'cengs’ (Oue USIC, 10 ey (gr\‘n(‘jj:a‘;ew|i“ need to divide a
miéht rrea l5;.reat fishing outing page into two, add cooking
Quire a calm day, a ords on one side a:\_d. theof your
ts (the qua ities

ingredien

Certain type of rod....? Get
hosen su

them to choose thejr Subject,

bject) on the other.
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A Recipe for a Magical Day
at The Seaside

Take one beach, soak in sunshine,
gently drip jewels into rock pools,
add the promise

of buried treasure.

Season with sand castles

and the sound of a seagull's song.
Mix in melting ice-cream, sinking sand,
bGTTe,«- stories of mermaids and one old shipwreck.

Finally, add children.
Then watch and wait.

Choose an activity. Write down a
the things which go together to
make this successful. Ifit’sa
football match, it might be that it
needs fans or having David
Beckham on your team! Divide a
page into two. On one side write
down these qualities, on the other
see if you can match some of these
to the cooking words as above.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett

Email Andrew or Play Games on
www.wackyverse.com
Email: a@wackyverse.com




poelr) oin

‘eacher Tip S

Letter Shapes

Possible Proplem |

Ar
Bgefore You Start vy me;?esalw
lain to the children that seeme s e (;%/S
Exp are going 10 be shape i e m ’
tc?e?éctives. Have a large letter

_ nnot “see’
anythin
t g other than the letter:

”':]Z)”_re unable to exteng their
ginations in thj

Jowly start to move the paper N this way. pre.
Slow

work j
hem to put up Stamn'; \‘;\:ﬁirly the answer
sk the hes
?r\?é?-haﬁd as soon as they spot :

d, but
drawn on the board,
concealed by black paper.

sh Iy simple
0 ¢C " ape POems, such as those in
hape. S0, an emerging - €appendix. A prelud
o adp bé a small bridge, train this can alsg be the eto
coul f-moon or, finally, trick MAGIC £y Se of those
tunnel, 2 hetl’ gt E pictures,
half a giant's : :
- Obj@Ct\VeS Oﬂ
: \ d refine g o/—-)
andre
To deve} o | sense < D
chidren’s natura 3
g of image and imagery- C =
To relate thelr o
7 b under§tand|n9 gf t:‘s AN ¢
- . the wider world 0
The Next Ste | poetry:
Keep repeatin

t
children to m 9 the above. Ask

room to Io kove around the o And Finally ...
oK at their emerg . eght’ answer in
Egapde from different angi;g " There is no gy
Si e-dOWn ort )
shut eyes, hrough haf-

this and the wackier_tbe |de_a‘\f
the more fun the activity wi -
feel. Get them t0 consu_je_r :
wider world of g\_ants, pme ,S
goblins in their dlscu§3|ons a
to what something might
remind them of. Follow-up
the activity with passages
strong in imagery to helpth_|S
define the links between
activity and poetry. See
' i appendix.
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sht So, a Capital
fA could be g Space capsule g
Torgotten pylon, the tip of an,
Iceberg or 3 f

: looded valle
Remind children that theyyao not
ave to ‘see’ the wh

: ole sha
It could be that Bis only onze
half of 3 Snowman o

Ao rkis
with its tummy Mmissing! e




This Page Illustrated by Steve Weatherill
www.babygoz.dabsol.co.uk
Illustrator and Author

Scribble down some letters on a
sheet of paper. Try turning these
upside-down, left and right to see
whether one part of their shape
reminds you of anything. Have a
look at the shapes on this page.
See if you can use these ideas to
help you with your own letter
shapes.
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Before You Start
The best stimulus for tms
poem is obviously a wm(:\y
day! If possible, show t tehe
children broadcasts_fromh_ve
National Geographic arc |
on this subject. All children
will have experience of
windy days, SO ask f_or
examples of how t_h|s t
affected them, their street,

neighbours etc.

The Wind

SEE EXTENSION
SHEETs 2/3

Possible Problem |

_ Are
This poem does re%%ire a good

geal of pre-work ang is usually
es_t tackled as Part of an overg)j
Project on Weather, Howeve
chtlgfren always have 3 dee "
fa_scmation for the Weather gnd
wn_l have much tq draw on frg "
their Own experience and :
:ﬁthumasm. Use extension
thee;ztiZ! Impress on children that
S no ‘right” answer.

The Next Step
Bram-storming could be the
next step with children
‘col_lecting together as many
windy’ words ag possible
However, a5 such an activi'ty
can S00N run out of Steam, ask
for a list of all the things ,
chlldr_en might fing outside -
anything from telegraph pole
trees., People, fences et K
Making this into a
Competition of who can

Collect the Most usually he| S
Now read the poem, WINDp .

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Objectives

To develop @ simple list
poem using a given
structure.

To perform a short
poem 10 the class.

And Finally ..
ension sheet as &
hildren to add
ects are affected
leaves TWIST,

doors SLAM etc. We n(‘)-wt
have the beginnings ofalis
poem. Using the second ;
extension sheet (Ng;r(\jber )
n be exten .
tﬁigﬁ metaphor and sm_n\::
Leaves twist like a ballerina,
doors slam like & clap of

thunder

Using the ext
prompt, ask
how their 0b}
by the wind:

Andrew Collett
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The Wind C@}

[——

Wind v

It pulls at your clothes
it tugs at your hair,

it whispers on windows
to make people stare.

It rattles your rooftop
it creaks past each free,
it charges down chimneys
and roars with the sea.

It climbs with each cloud
it dives down below,

for wind is with you
wherever you go.

ake a list of as many objects as

you can which you can see outside Water Ripples Doo

- these could include telegraph rs Slam
oles, fences, trees etc. Spend

b b Clouds Race

about ten minutes on this as the list
is obviously endless. Now, read
my poem WIND. Imagine
yourself on a windy day and try to
add one word to each word in your
list to describe how your object is
affected by the wind.

Use extension sheet 2/3

Cupboards Clatter

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

Andrew Collett
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Children aré naturally well-
to rhythm and

{mmerse them in
lots of short nonsense poekr:a
play rhyme snap, ‘mime tme
rhyme’ etc. P_|ck out na
from children in the ;
classroom and try to fin

rhyming pairs for these.
Using surnames (Master/
Miss ....) will usually amuse

disposed
rhyme.

To build on children’s

The Next StEp

Objectives

Funny Folk

SEE EXTENSION
SHEET ONE

Possible Problem |
AFGaS

_The greatest obstacje to succes
IS Usually that of Managing th )
chl_ld.ren ’s enthusiasm for t?hise
activity. See extension sheet 1
to Support this piece. Some
children can find it difficult to
collect names, so djsh out a fe
ggczge.books and they can wor\ll<v
elrr i
oy :ference skills at the

love of rhyme 10
compose a selection
of nonsense rhyming

couplets.

Rhyming children’

with words js al\?vr.]a)slsnames
Popular, despite this being
such a simple activity, |n
suph an oral exercjse
children wij quickly ’begin tq
extend theijr nonsense pairs
(o sentences . ‘Miss Sal|
Patch loved to Scratch g
Master Pjke ate his bike_*
The Subject of near-rhyn.1es
will emerge, Establisheq
poets use them .. SO, their

AT WTIEYIN
Q
:’\fﬁhla hava

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet

And Finally ...

hildren

ost as much as ¢
)lbc\J‘\r/T; to rhyme their own
names, they enjoy creatmgd
names themselves. [_—:xtend
titles using Doctor, Sir, La 361
etc Encourage them to com
up with as many nonsgnse
names as possmsl_e: Miss
igglebottom, SIf
2:1%%ezea|ot. They can use
some of the my own

suggestions:

Andrew Collett
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Cousin Ross was
ALWAYS CROSS!

Funny Folk

SEE EXTENSION
SHEET ONE

Master Mule was just
SO COOoL!

Jimmy Dare lost all
his HAIR!

Arthur Needy was
always GREEDY.

Cousin Fred fell
out of bed

Sir Golfer Great
was overweight

To Do!

See how many names of
people you can collect ... you
can use some from this page or
make-up ones of your own.
Now you have your list of
names, try to rhyme each name
with a rhyming word. They
don’t have to make sense -
we’re doing NONSENSE
POETRY. Now try putting
Rese in sentences .... like jha

Johhny Coke
went up in SMOKE.

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Before

Possible Problem

AFGaS

Any proh
lems
A | usua
a ;);grd children cho,(?s/i;evowe
! _opriate ex ;
;?(er piece, Streasr:g:es for
Wh'_(r:r;pées must be thir?g;s
e g/er)‘/one Can identij
the v _o, Before Mum dfy
oo INg-up/Dad by;j :
e got a railwg e
: o_ther Similar Yo
on.trlbutions would
Yy be discouraged

hildren 10 make a
s they

fways been
an-made

Ask the €
list of all the thing

consider to have a
in the world - non m
objects. These could
include mountains, lakes,
stars, animals, rainbows,
scent, snowflakes,
earthquakes, ferns etc.
traditional collection of
poetry and reference books

Objectives
To develop a list

poem. To
encourage children

to think
imaginatively about

some of the great

events and
inventions which

have affected our
lives.

And Finally ...

Children nowW need to select

some of their examples.

Extend this by defining the
ect or event.

Now ask
/ the chilg
r(;](;nsmer all the M/f; v
mvg-rr_]ade objects o
ntions or even’ts T
. To

avoid a lis
alistof T
aetc | fmd it usefL\,f tcomputer
nything from the z%ter;( Clude role of each 0bj
Look for ways of describing
this in as imaginative and
possible.

colourful way as

Before:
The first rainbow painted

itself across the sky
The first star winked down at

a new world

century - at Je
r%Sg’;:t"?utes. ,:S;gz:jtzztﬁrst
Roman 'Lt;lude the pyramigq
toilet, ca ths, the flushin >
engine nals, the steam J

, the printing press ete

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Timeline of Inventions
& Discoveries:

Pottery: 7900 BC
Wheel: 3200-3500 BC
Toothpaste: 3§O BC
Paper: 105 A

Pr‘i)n’ring Press: 1450
Pencil: 156D
Microscope: 1674
Light Bulb: 1879
Battery: 1790
Internet: 1973
cD: 1980

DVD: 1995

reached for the stars. ;\W&%

Before music
sang its first tune
Before

Before mountains found their place
and raindrops knew their way.

Before questions had an answer
and children ran to play.

Before oceans knew their name
and sunshine filled each dawn.

Before the world began to spin,
Magic was born.

Before the first Snowfal|

paint _
rde ed the wor|qg White.
Before Concorae
reached for the skies

Before radio crackled
into life.

Make a list of as many things in the
world which you consider to have
always been with us.  This could
include the sea, cliffs, sky -
anything. Now, make another list
of man-made objects, inventions or
major events - see examples around
this page. Look at the poem.
Starting each line with *Before ...’
add your own ideas & my last ligg

Poetry Points from Children’s Poet
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Read the poem. Open a
discussion on Wt_\at
makes a good fner}d.
Hopefully there will be @
consensus that we all _
need friends and that 1t
isn’t always easy to stay
friends with someone.

the
Try to develop _
discussion around what 1t

Friends

. Areas
nep(_tlshlps are always g
Sensitive issue for young
l_c':shlldren. In every class there
usually at least one chilg
yvho senses that he/she js
lsola_ted from the Mainstream
of friengs, Make it g
cond!tlon that names are not
mentioned jn your initia|
(c:l;_s,sroom discussion
Ildren are alwa :
_ YS too e
to te -Victims®, e

might feel like to have no
friends at all.

The Next StEp

Ask the children to conside
all of the things that they r
would never want to do or
would never dare to do It
could be that they woulan’t
want to eat g certain food
watch a certajn TV '
Programme, wegar certain
Clothes, kiss their sister

|

Objectives

To enable children to
consider the value of

friendships. TO
promote PSE work

within the classroom.

To develop a list
poem around a given

structure.

And Finally ...

the poem, Frienc_iship.
e structure of this
children will need to porrow
the first and last two lines.

hyming

Try to encourage f _

co{\plets as they select thelr
hat they would

ings t /
o do. Thiscan

Look at
Using th

goodnight etc,
Off—peat and odd

Encourage
ideas herel

never want to
be developed In

5 ‘Certificate

Their Suggestions do not have
to come from their own
EXperience.,
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of Friendship’ - Wrzltten toan
anonymous friend in the

class.




Think of ALL the things you
would NEVER want to do.
This could include places you
wouldn’t want to go, scary

want to meet, TV programmes
‘watching the News for two

months’ ..... Now, add your
ideas to the poem.

people or animals you wouldn’t

that you don’t like etc. Don’t
just put ‘watching news’ .... try,

Friends
If you'd be my friend,

I'd paint myself blue
live in a shoe,

ride up to space

run any race,

stay up all night

take on a fight,
share my last sweet
have nothing to eat,
and smile without end
if you'd be my friend!
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