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Victorian Schools
All children go to school
Many children in Victorian England did not go to school.

Some went to Sunday schools.

Rich children

Children from rich families had Nannies to look after them, and they had toys and books. A governess would teach the children at home. When the boys were old enough, they were sent away to boarding school. Girls learnt singing, piano and sewing. 

Changes

By the end of the Victorian age all children under 12 had to go to school. 
School room

The rooms were warmed by a single stove or open fire. 

The walls of a Victorian schoolroom were bare but sometimes there was a bit of sewing. Curtains were used to separate the classrooms instead of walls.  Windows were high so children could not look out. They were sometimes crowded.
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Teachers

Teachers were very strict.

Before 1850 one teacher may be in charge of a class of over 100 children with help of pupils called “monitors”.  The head teacher quickly taught these monitors, some of them as young as nine, who then tried to teach their schoolmates. Sometimes, teachers were attacked by angry parents. They shouted that their children should be at work earning money, not wasting time at school. Teachers in rough areas had to learn to box!
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Lessons

Lessons lasted from 9am to 5pm, with a two hour lunch break.

Victorian lessons concentrated on the “three Rs”-Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic. Children learnt by saying things again and again, like parrots.

Slates and copybooks

Children wrote on slates, they scratched letters on them with sharpened pieces of slate. Paper was expensive, but slates could be used again and again. Older children learned to use pen and ink by writing in “copybooks”.

Abacus

The pupils used an abacus to help them with their maths. They were made of beads.

Cane

Children were hit with a cane (a stick) for breaking rules. 

Reasons include: being rude, leaving the playground without permission, sulkiness, answering back, missing Sunday prayers, throwing ink pellets and being late. Boys were caned across their bottoms, and girls across their hands or bare legs. 

Dunce's Cap

Pupils had to stand on a stool at the back of the class, wearing an arm band with DUNCE written on it. The teacher then took a tall, cone-shaped hat decorated with a large “D”, and placed it on the pupils head.
Drill

Drill is another name for PE.  A pupil teacher would play an out-of-tune piano. The children have to jog, stretch and lift weights in time with the awful music. It was like a Victorian aerobics class! 

Playtime

Children played in a yard. They played blind mans buff, snakes and ladders, hide-and-seek and hopscotch. Some boys would get a pig’s bladder from the butcher, which they would blow up to use as a football. 
