Darjeeling

Darjeeling is a state in West Bengal in India. It is famous for its tea. There is a lot of work that goes into making the tea that we drink. There are 86 tea gardens in Darjeeling alone which produce about 10 million kilograms of tea a year (this is known as annually). The rainy season or Monsoon as it is known starts in Darjeeling about mid June and from July onwards the tea is of good standard until the rain stops in October when it is not as rich in flavour. Firstly the tea leaves have to be plucked from the bushes. The plucking season is from the month of March to November. This employs 15,000 in Darjeeling alone. What is most surprising is that over half of these people are women. It is surprising because people would expect to see the women at home looking after the house and family. Tea is the biggest industrial activity, offering the largest employment in the hills of India. 

Answer the following questions in full sentences in your books:
1. Where is Darjeeling and what is it famous for?

2. How much tea is produced in Darjeeling annually?
3. What happens to the standard of the tea during the monsoon?

4. What happens between the months of March and November?

5. How many women work plucking tea leaves in Darjeeling?

6. Why is this surprising?

7. What is the biggest industrial activity in India?
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Tea Leaves after they have been picked.
