Black History Month Assembly: Mary Seacole
Child: Welcome to Year 2’s assembly and the story of Mary Seacole.

Mary Seacole: My name is Mary Seacole and I was born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1805.

Child: Mary’s mother was Jamaican and her father was a Scottish soldier. 

Mary’s mother: I was a nurse and I treated people with medicines and herbs.

(Show medicines and herbs)

Child: Mary used to play at being a nurse with her dolls and animals.

(Mary bandage a doll on a table)

Mary: When I was 12 I was helping my mother to nurse sick people.

(Mother and Mary Seacole with sick person)

Child: Later Mary opened a hotel in Jamaica.

Child: A hotel is where she cared for ill soldiers.

Child: A war began in the Crimea in 1854.
Child: Mary wanted to go there and help the wounded soldiers.

Child: Mary went to England.

(Mary on a ship and map of Jamaica and UK.)

Child: But no-one would let her go to nurse the ill soldiers.

Child: So she paid her own fare to sail to the Crimea.

(Mary on a ship sailing to map of Crimea from UK)

Mary: In the Crimea I opened another hotel.

Child (soldier): When I am wounded in the war I go to Mary’s hotel and she helps me to get better.

Child (soldier): When I am hungry I go to Mary’s hotel to buy food.

(Mary tends soldiers and gives food)

Mary: I look after soldiers on the battlefield as well.

All soldiers together: We all love Mary Seacole, because she is very kind. 

Child: After the war ended Mary went to London.

(Go on ship from Crimea to London)

Mary: I had no money, but all my friends helped me.

(Friends give her money and food)

Child: Mary was given medals for being so brave in the war.

(Child gives her medals)

Mary: I also wrote a book about my life.

(Shows her book)

Child: Mary died in 1881.

Everyone: Everyone remembers her as a kind and brave woman.

Child: Thank-you for coming to our class assembly.
