
David Rizzio (33), the Queen’s Secretary has been murdered, using this eyewitness account, try to identify Rizzio’s killer. 

In the Queen's chamber at Holyrood Palace, Rizzio and Mary, along with a number of friends, were playing cards. Mary was six months pregnant. It was a usual evening — light-hearted and relaxing. At roughly 9.00 pm Ruthven, an old and devious lord, entered from the staircase that led from Darnley's chamber a floor below. He was followed by a gang of men armed with knives and swords who grabbed Rizzio. Other lords of the Ruthven group, including Morton and Maitland, entered through the main door to the chamber and blocked the exit. In total Rizzio was stabbed 56 times as a horrified Mary looked on. 
The gang who seemed to know the palace well, escaped into the dark. Sheriff’s officers are now asking for your help in order to identify the killer from the list below. 

	Name
	Genuine Suspect
	Motive/ Reason
	Evidence

	Queen Elizabeth
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Lord Darnley
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Morton
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Maitland
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Mary
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Ruthven 
	Yes/ No
	
	



Lord Darnley (22) was found strangled outside a house in Kirk O’Fields. 

A neighbour who was awakened by a loud explosion discovered his body, here is her statement. 

“It was late evening and I was asleep until a heard a huge explosion. I immediately ran outside to see what happened and the lodge in which Lord Darnley had been staying was blown to bits. I then saw Darnley and three of his servants outside in the courtyard. They had escaped the explosion, but then a group of men pounced upon them and strangled Darnley and one of his servants to death.” 

It has also become clear that Mary had planned to stay with Darnley but changed her mind at the last minute. Her close friend and enemy of Darnley, Lord Bothwell has taken charge of the investigation even though some of his men were at the scene of the crime.

Who do you think is murderer? 

	Name
	Genuine Suspect
	Motive/ Reason
	Evidence

	Queen Elizabeth
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Mary 
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Lord Bothwell 
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Mary’s son James 
	Yes/ No
	
	

	Ruthven 
	Yes/ No
	
	


