World War II Assembly Script
* Please note – children’s actual names have been replaced with WWII characters *

Hilda
Good morning everyone and welcome to our assembly. My name is Hilda, and this is my friend Vincent.  We have had such a tough time lately with the War going on.  Some of us have had to cope with evacuation, spending the night in our air raid shelters…and don’t even get me started on the rationing!  I mean how anyone can survive on this amount of chocolate per week!  (Hold up the chocolate)
Vincent

Tell me about it!  My friend John lives in London and has had the most terrible time with the Blitz.  His mother and father didn’t want him to be evacuated to the countryside, so he’s spent many a night in the tube station to get away from the bombs!  We’ve both been very lucky living in _____________ At least it’s been relatively safe.  Thank goodness it’s all over now.  (Show photograph)
Constance
I’ll say… the damage to our cities was terrible.  It’s going to take a while to get things sorted.  Just look at these photographs from the London Blitz that my uncle sent me. (Show photographs and tell what they are)  He was a photographer for a London Newspaper because couldn’t go and fight due to an old First World War injury.  I think he worked as an air raid warden as well, ensuring people got to the shelters safely.
Grace
Talking about London and the Blitz, does anyone know what that word means?  

Harriet
Oh yes, hang on a minute... I do.  It’s from the German word Blitzkrieg.  Blitz means lightening.
Queenie
That’s right; Hitler’s invasion of Europe at the beginning of the war was also described as a Blitzkrieg attack because it happened so fast.  It seemed that he had those poor soldiers cornered in Dunkirk in no time.
Alice

Yes but don’t forget we all thought it was a phoney war at first.
Harriet
A phoney war?  What are you talking about Mary?
Alice
REMEMBER!!  After Hitler invaded Poland in September 1939, there was a 6 month gap before he swept into the rest of Europe.  People weren’t sure what was happening!
Queenie
Oh now I remember…gosh that seems a long time ago.  I’ll never forget the day that Mr Chamberlain declared war on Germany though.  September 3rd 1939. My whole family was gathered around the wireless.  It was quite an emotional moment.
Mabel
Yes I remember that.  It was quite something.  Both my older brothers and dad got called up to fight.  My poor mum was very upset.  Luckily they all came home safely, unlike a lot of folk.  I still have a couple of telegrams my dad sent me.  (Hold up the telegrams)

Robert
It was a tough few years, but the British spirit was fantastic.  People just got on with things and refused to be defeated.  Even with the blackouts and the rationing and upheaval of everyday life.  Oh and those dreaded gas masks.  Do you remember when we were all issued with those?
Gregory
(Sounding exasperated)  How could we forget?  We had to carry those things EVERYWHERE.  (Gesture to gas mask box).  Even to the lav.  It seemed ridiculous at the time, but I guess it was better to be safe than sorry.
Queenie
Luckily I only had to wear mine when we practiced putting them on at school.  We used to have to see how quickly we could put them on.  In fact, don’t you still have the instruction leaflet we were issued with Annie?
Isabel
Oh yeah, I think I do…give me a second (look around and then spot on floor in front of you!)  Here it is!  (Show everyone).  Why don’t you show everyone how to put it on Dorothy?  You’ll need a brave volunteer though!
(Queenie put Gas Mask on volunteer)

Felicity
You certainly will need someone brave!  The masks were made of black rubber, which was very hot and smelly. It was difficult to breathe when wearing them and it was not very pleasant.
Elizabeth
Well at least you didn’t have to spend the night in an air raid shelter with one!  I moved to London just before Blitz because my mum had to look after my gran.  It was pretty scary I can tell you!  Here are our next door neighbours building their Anderson Shelter…
Isabel
How come you weren’t evacuated then Elizabeth?
Elizabeth
I’m not sure really.  I guess my mother didn’t want to be alone with my Gran.  Sometimes I wish I had been evacuated, or been allowed to move back to Wetherby.  I was really scared in London, but at least I was with my loved ones.
Grace
Here are some memories from children that were evacuated:

“It was the first time I had been away from home. I was only nine years old. When finally arriving I remember sitting in a large hall waiting to be taken to foster parents. I sat there watching the other children being taken away. I felt unwanted and alone as I was the last child there”.

Alice
“We were lined up and the various people who said they would take evacuees came and picked us out if they liked the look of us.  It was like they were picking out puppy dogs from a shop window. Me and my elder sister Doris were picked out by a nice looking couple who took us away in their car, whilst my brother was picked out by a local clergyman. As we drove away I remember looking back and seeing my sister Rose and another child left behind.  I was feeling very worried for them as there appeared to be nobody who wanted to take them home”.

Henry
I’m really glad that I live in Wetherby and didn’t need to be evacuated during the war.  Although lots of children were happy in their new countryside homes, many were extremely unhappy.  Luckily the children who stayed down the road from me were well looked after.  They came from Hull and Sheffield in 1939 for a while.  They were a nice lot…two brothers about my age and their younger sister.
Vincent
Well I think that’s enough talk about evacuation and the war for now.  It’s about time we sang a couple of songs to liven things up a bit.  Has anyone got any suggestions?
Hilda
How about ‘Pack up your Troubles’ and ‘It’s a long way to Tiperary’? They’re nice and Jolly.  Please join in if you know the words!  We used to sing these songs to keep us cheery during the war.  On V.E day there were big street parties with people singing them and dancing – it was a great moment.

Gregory
I remember that day – my whole street was out joining in.  There were Union Jack flags everyone and the atmosphere was amazing.  A day I won’t forget, that’s for sure.  So come on you lot (gesture to the rest of the children)… On your feet, flags at the ready!
(Sing Songs)
Constance
That’s better!  What great songs!  I think we should probably round things up now for these nice people.  They’ve been listening very patiently to us for quite a while.  So to finish, I would just like to say what a pleasure it’s been sharing our war time tales with you all.  We’ve all been very lucky over the last few years and most of our families have been reunited thank goodness.  I think Mr Churchill helped to spur as all through with his encouraging speeches you know, not to mention all those posters!
Felicity
I know!!  There were SO many of them!  I brought some along today actually.  Just look at all these messages…  (Children to show posters).  This ‘Dig for Victory’ one I’ll never forget!!  I remember my Grandad digging up his front garden to grow potatoes and carrots!  I’m not sure I’ll ever want to look at a potato again!

Constance

Oh Felicity don’t be silly, I’m sure you’ll survive!  Anyway, most of the rationing has stopped now so you can eat more of the yummy things like chocolate and sweets!

Mabel
Stop talking about food you two…it’s making me hungry!!  Let’s sing some more songs instead!  Everybody on their feet again!

(Sing songs)

Isabel
Well that’s about us for this morning.  We hope you’ve enjoyed our assembly and have learnt something about World War Two.  Thank you very much for coming and listening so quietly.  Cheerio for now!









