AZTECS
HISTORY BASED PROJECT.
TERM 4
YEARS 5/6

WEEK 1 (3 Days)
WHEN WERE THE AZTECS?

Learning objective: to locate Mexico on maps of different scales.

Use globe or atlases to locate Mexico, Britain and Spain. On world map, colour in and key these three countries. Look at map of Central America showing Aztecs and other Amerindian civilizations.

Learning objective: to place Aztec history within a chronological framework; to make connections between different chronologies.

Make a timeline from 1400 to the present day. Get children to suggest who might fit on it, and who wouldn't e.g. us, the Victorians, the Tudors, the Saxons, Ancient Greeks, Ancient Egyptians.  On the other side of the timeline, fit in the Aztec civilization.

Learning objective: to interpret pictorial source evidence. 

The Legend of the Snake and Eagle. Recount the Aztec legend of the Snake and the Eagle  then look at worksheet  Sign of the Gods. Consider what else the picture tells us about the Aztecs e.g. what they wore - what might this tell us about the climate?  

WEEK 2 
HOW DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE AZTECS?

Learning objectives: compare different civilizations; to consider reasons why the Aztecs built where they did.

Tenochtitlan.  

· Colour map of the Lake. Compare map with picture of city. Can children orientate the picture to the map? It is not entirely clear and should produce some good discussion. 

· Consider why the Aztecs built in the middle of a lake. Advantages: defence. Disadvantages: difficulties of building in water, lack of space to farm. 

· Do worksheet In Tenochtitlan. Discussion: which building do children think is most likely to be the temple? Why? What might other public buildings be? 

·  Compare picture of Tenochtitlan with picture of Tudor London. What similarities? What differences? Explain that Tenochtitlan was the biggest city in the world at the time.

Learning objective: to understand how artefacts can provide evidence of the past.

Aztec Glyphs. Look at Aztec glyphs (picture writing). Intrpret what some of the pictures might be. Do worksheet Picture Writing. Explain compound glyphs and make own glyphs  based on place names e.g. Braintree. 

(There is also an ordering activity How to Make an Aztec Codex, which would fit in with this)

Consider what artefacts from the year 2001 you would put in a "timebox" (a shoebox) for archaeologists in 500 years time to discover. What might the archaeologists be able to tell about our daily life? (This would make a good homework activity).

Look at a "timebox" containing a range of pictures of Aztec artefacts. Now we are the archaeologists. What can we deduce about Aztec life? 

WEEK 3
WHAT WAS AZTEC LIFE LIKE?

Learning objectives: to identify the main features of Aztec society; to make deductions from sources.

Use QADS sheets to ask, research and answer questions about daily life in Tenochtitlan. Teacher could put up an initial list of questions: how did they get fresh water? what were houses built of? where did people buy food? etc. and children could then brainstorm to add more questions. Children could work in groups or individually. Work could be presented as an extended piece of writing or in other ways.

Plenty of worksheets and comprehensions to complement this.

Learning objective: to identify different experiences within Aztec society.

Locate different Aztec social groups on a social pyramid. Compare this to modern British society.

WEEK 4
TRIBUTE, TAXES AND WARFARE

Learning objectives: to understand how lack of resources caused the Aztecs to seek tribute.

Paying Tribute. Consider the disadvantages of living in a city in a lake - lack of food, cloth, paper, salt, animal products, copper, dye. Discuss possible solutions to the problem, then look at how the Aztecs solved it by threatening neighbours and demanding tribute.

Comprehension sheets on two ability levels.

Worksheet: Tribute.

Learning objectives: to research using a range of texts; to understand how central warfare was to Aztec society.

Warfare. Explain how important warfare was to the Aztecs. Look at the stages a boy went through before he could become a soldier; the weapons and clothing that were used; how war would be declared on another city; the reasons for declaring war (tribute and slaves).

Comprehension sheet on three levels, involving research from one, two or three texts.

Worksheets: Weapons. Dress the Warrior.               

WEEK 5
WHAT DID THE AZTECS BELIEVE IN?

NOTE: Mexicolore visit this week (October 3rd)

Learning objective: to make deductions from pictorial evidence.

Aztec Gods. 

· Introduction: Look as a class at worksheet Aztec Gods. Can children identify which god is which? 

· Main lesson. Matching game, working in small groups. Teacher will need to work with less able. Match pictures of gods with descriptions.

· Plenary. Which god would Aztecs ask to help them with various problems?

Learning objectives: to understand beliefs and ideas in Aztec society; to appreciate cultural differences and perceptions.

Aztec Religion.

Use information sheet on Aztec Religion to introduce the subject. Important for children to appreciate that the Aztecs did not see their religion as cruel or unusual - it was perfectly normal for them. It only seems strange to us because of our different culture.

Comprehensions: four ability levels. The two middle ability sheets use the same text.

Worksheets: The Temple. Sacrifice.

Aztec Ideas of Death.

Information sheet, and comprehension on two levels. This leads into work in a fortnight's time on Aztec Legacy, where the Aztec Day o the Dead Festival is compared to the modern Mexican Day of the Dead festival.

WEEK 6
CORTES AND THE AZTECS

Learning objectives: to understand reasons for the Spanish invasion of Mexico; to compare different points of view; to place events within a chronological framework; to consider how reliable sources of evidence are; to identify reasons for the defeat of the Aztecs.

The work will be mainly in the form of drama, and will be done during English time i.e. one hour per day. An additional two sessions could be used to further explore history objectives.

See daily lesson plans.

WEEK 7.
AZTEC LEGACY.

Learning objectives: to identify consequences of defeat for the Aztecs; to understand the influence of the past on the present.

What Happened Next? Look at effects of Spanish Conquest, using text What Happened after the Spanish Conquest and worksheet What Happened Next.

Global Marketplace. Look at some of the things that the Spanish brought back to Europe from Mexico - chocolate, tomatoes, avacadoes, chillies, coffee, turkey etc, and at things they introduced to Mexico. We could buy some avacado, guava, papaya etc for the children to taste and comment upon.

Legacy. Compare Aztec festival of the Dead with modern Mexican Day of the Dead. Consider similarities and differences. Comparison sheet to fill in.

Other worksheets: Legacy; Evidence Today; Technology, Design an Aztec Stamp.

