The First Roman Invasion of Britain 
The first Roman invasion of Britain was led by Julius Caesar in 55 B.C. he had a great battle with the Celtic tribes who lived here.  Caesar won the battle but took his troops home after.  He told the tribes that they had to pay tribute that is like taxes to Rome.  The tribes agreed but not long after they stopped and Britain stayed free of Roman rule for the next hundred years. 
The Romans were not going to stay away forever.  Britain was rich in many things.  There were metals like iron, gold, silver, tin and lead that the Romans wanted. The farmers also grew lots of grain that could feed the people of Rome. 
After Caesar left a few tribal chiefs became friends of the Romans and traded with them in Gaul that is now France.  They sold their goods to them and bought roman things from them like pottery, jewellery and wine.  These tribes became quite 
Romanised and liked the wealth that being friends with Romans gave them.  
These tribes however had fights with other tribes who did not like them being friends with the Romans.  So a hundred years after the invasion by Caesar the tribal chiefs asked their roman friends for help against the other tribes.  One tribal prince called Verica who was a prince of a tribe called the Atrebates he asked for soldiers to help him in his war against another tribe.
The emperor Claudius saw this as a chance to finally bring Britain into the empire so he set about gathering an invasion force. The emperor wanted to win a glorious victory that Julius Caesar had not got.  So in 43 A.D the emperor Claudius brought his armies and won battles against the Celtic tribes that lived here.  As part of his army the emperor had huge elephants that had never before been seen by the British this must have been a terrifying sight for the Celts.  The Romans were also helped by the tribal chiefs that had become friends with the Romans. These tribes were also treated better than the other tribes who did not want the Romans to rule their lands.
Questions.

1.  What year did Caesar invade Britain?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2.  What did Caesar ask the British tribes do after he had returned home?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.  Why did the Romans want Britain to be part of their Empire?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4.  Why were some tribal chiefs friendly with the Romans?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

5.  Why did Verica ask for the Romans to send him soldiers?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6.  What did the Emperor Claudius think he had a chance to do?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7.  What year did the Emperor Claudius invade Britain?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

8.  What did the Emperor have in his Army?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

9.  How do you think that the Celtic warriors felt when they faced the emperors army and why did they feel like this?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

10.  Who helped the Romans beat the British tribes?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

11.  Draw a picture of the battle that the emperor had with the Celtic warriors?

