Narrator 1:
Good morning.  In front of you, you see a Year 4 class.
Narrator 2: 
They’re sitting, or slouching, through another History lesson...

Narrator 3:
Some of them concentrating, some not so much.  And lots of them aren’t really sure about what’s going on.
DAYDREAMING CHILDREN HOLD UP THOUGHT BUBBLES
Daydreamer 1:
I wonder what’s on telly tonight.

Daydreamer 2:
I can’t wait for lunchtime.

Daydreamer 3:
What lesson is this?

Narrator 4:
As we said, they’re not all concentrating as much as they should be.

Narrator 5:
But what they’re learning about, or meant to be learning about, is actually really interesting! Why aren’t they listening?

Narrator 6:
I don’t know. I know I loved our history lessons.  They were always so fun-packed, and educational.

Narrator 7:
You creep! Don’t you know our reports have already been written? You can’t get a better comment now, you know.

Narrator 6:
Oh. Well. Ok.  But I do still enjoy History!

Narrator 8:
Me too, and WE’ve learned so much this term...maybe we should help them out a bit by making it a bit more interesting.

Narrator 9:
Hmmm...good thinking.  But how can we do that?

Narrator 10:
Well, we could take them back in time maybe. To give them a better idea of what World War II was really like.

Narrators:
Good idea!

Modern day Child 1:

I know World War II was important and everything Miss, but what’s it got to do with us?

Modern day child 2:

What war? What are you going on about? I thought we were still learning about the Tudors.
Modern day child 3:

I mean, I don’t really get what war was like.
Modern day child 4:

And how did people like us feel about it?

Modern day child 5:

Yeah Miss, what was it like?
Teacher:
(sighs) 

That’s what I’ve been trying to tell you!

Modern day children:

REALLY?

Teacher:


YES!!!

ENTER THE NARRATORS

Narrator 1:
Good morning children! We’ve come to show you how much you’ve actually learned in history this term...and more importantly, how interesting it is.
Teacher:
Er, excuse me, but who are you? 
Narrator 2:
Oh don’t worry about that. We’ve just come to lend a little helping hand.

Teacher:
Helping hand? Brilliant! I could do with it...  I do have to ask though, are you CRB checked? 

Narrator 1:
That really won’t be a problem.

Teacher:
But...

Narrator 2:
Why don’t you just take a seat, and a break. Have a coffee, and maybe a digestive. We know you like those.

Teacher:
Oh, well, ok then. (SITS DOWN IN CHAIR LOOKING RELIEVED AND THEN FALLS ASLEEP)

Narrator 3:
Right, looks like we’ve got her dealt with.  Ok, 4B, let’s take a trip back to 1939 shall we?

Narrator 4:
Hold on to your tables and chairs children, it might be a bit of a bumpy ride!

EVERYONE WIGGLES AND BOUNCES AROUND ON CHAIRS OR STANDING.

Narrator 5:
We are in 1939.  It’s September and life for children in Britain is about to change completely.  

PLAY START OF WAR SPEECH http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/08/99/world_war_ii/430071.stm UP TO 43 SECONDS.
Narrator 5:
Now 4B, there are a few people you should meet.
War child 1:
My name’s Elsie.  I am 7 years old, and it’s my birthday next week.  But no one’s really in the mood to celebrate.  See, we’ve just been told we’re at war.  I don’t really know what that means, but I know it’s put mum in a right stinker of a mood.
War child 2:
My name’s Robert.  I’m Elsie’s brother. 

War child 3:
And I’m John. I’m 11. I want to be a soldier, just like my dad.

Narrator 6:
At the start of the war, the government decided to evacuate as many children as possible from the cities.

Modern day child 1:
Wait a minute, what does evacuate mean?

Teacher:

(HALF ASLEEP) Honestly, do any of you listen to me?

Narrator 7:

Don’t worry Miss, we’ll sort it.  The word evacuation was used to describe how thousands of children were sent to the country to live.

Modern day child 2:
Why did that happen?

Narrator 8:

Because the cities were obvious places that the Germans would bomb – most of the factories, important buildings and also people’s houses were built in or near the cities and the government wanted to protect the children from this.

Modern day child 3:
So who did the children go and live with?

Narrator 9:

If they didn’t have any relatives to go to, they were sent to host families – people who lived in the country and could take in another child.

Modern day child 4:
Did they know the families?

Narrator 10:

Not always, no. Anyway, let’s find out a bit more about Elsie, Robert and John.  
Elsie:


Mum’s said we’ve got to go away, Robert. Have we done something wrong?

Robert:


No, Elsie. We’re going to be evacuees.

Elsie:


What does that mean? I don’t think I want to be one.

Robert:


 We’ve got no choice. We’re going to go and live in the country for a while. It’s to keep us safe.

Elsie:


What’s the country?  I don’t think I want to live there.

Robert:


It’s where there are lots of fields and farms. 

Elsie:


And what’s so great about that?? I don’t think I’m going to like it.

Robert:


It’s ok, we’ll be fine.  Now go and pack your suitcase. And don’t forget your gas mask. Oh, and you need to fill in this label, so the people looking after us know who you are.

John:


I’ve heard we’re getting a train there. I’ve never got on a train before. It’s going to be really exciting!

Robert:


I’ve heard children get sent to all sorts of families – and get made to work all day on farms, and that the children there don’t like all the city children, and laugh at them because of their accents.
John:


But you just told Elsie it’ll be fine!

Robert:


What else could I say?

Elsie:


I’m ready now Robert. Here’s your case.  Mum’s waiting to take us to the station.

Robert:


Well, I guess we’d better be going then.

Narrator 1:

Many children found themselves separated from their brothers and sisters, living with families who had been forced to take in a new child. 

Narrator 2:

But not all of them had a bad time...what’s that story we read when we were in Year 4?

Narrator 3:

Oh, Goodnight Mister Tom? The boy in that book was happier in his host family than he was with his real mum! 

Narrator 4:

That’s true. And it was true for a lot of the evacuees – living in the country turned out to be a much happier time for them than it might have been back in the city. 

Modern day child 5:
Hmmm, I’m not so sure about this evacuation thing.  I don’t think I’d like to leave my family and go and live with strangers, even if they were nice.

Narrator 5:

Well, let’s find out a bit about what it was like for the people who did stay in the cities...maybe you’ll think differently.

PLAY AIR RAID SIREN  http://free-loops.com/download-free-loop-1461.html 
War woman 1:

Oh no! It’s the siren again. Quick! Get the blackouts up! 

War woman 2:

I don’t know if I can stand another night of this...it’s driving me crazy!

War woman 3:

(I know – it’s been 43 nights so far. When will it ever stop?

War woman 4:

I haven’t had a good night’s sleep in so long, I can’t remember what it feels like. What with going to the shelter, the sirens, the noise of the planes, the bombs...

Narrator 5:

The 7th September 1940 saw the start of what became known as The Blitz.  It started with 57 consecutive nights of bombing on London and went on across Britain until May 1941.
Modern day child 6:
Wait a minute! From September to May. That’s... er... how long is that?

Modern day child 7:
9 months.
Modern day child 8:
That’s almost like a whole year at school...wow. That must have been a nightmare.  I couldn’t sleep for 4 nights when Take That were on at the cricket ground and that was bad enough.

Narrator 6:

Yes, well, that’s ALMOST the same...

Modern day child 9:
Excuse me, but what was that woman talking about when she said about going to a shelter?

Narrator 7:

During an air raid, when they knew the bombers were coming, people had to go to an air raid shelter.  Some people had these in their back garden, some were inside people’s houses.

Modern day child 10:
Ooooh! I remember those! We learned about them! Now, what were they called?

Teacher:

I actually think I’d be better off running a sandwich shop...

Modern day child 1:
I remember. The ones in the garden were called Anderson shelters and the ones in the houses were like cages...they were called Morrison shelters.

Teacher:

Thank goodness! Thank you ___________________  10 B Awards (FALLS BACK ASLEEP SMILING)
Modern day child 2:
Right, that bit makes sense, but what about the blackouts? What were they?

Modern day child 3:
I remember that bit now... People had to put covers on their windows and turn out all the lights to make their houses less noticeable to the bombers.

Modern day child 4:
It’s all coming back to me now...I guess we have learned a lot.

Modern day child 5:
It’s all making more sense now too.
Modern day child 6:
So, can we go back to our normal life now? See, the thing is, it’s nearly lunchtime, and it’s chips for dinner so if we’re late, we’ll miss out!

Narrator 8:

Honestly, is that all you think about?!

Narrator 9:

You wouldn’t have coped very well in the war would you?

Modern day child 7:
What do you mean?

Narrator 10:

Well, one of the other hardest things about living through the war, and after it had finished, was rationing.

Modern day child 8:
I wrote that word in my World War 2 dictionary. Never did find out what it meant.

Teacher:

We did a whole lesson on it.

Modern day child 8:
Oh, sorry Miss.

Narrator 1:

Anyway, because of the war, there was a lot less food in Britain.  The ships that brought food from other countries couldn’t in case they were bombed, the people who used to work in the factories to produce food were either fighting or involved in wartime duties, the trucks that brought food were being used to deliver war supplies...

Modern day child 9:
Ok, we get the idea. So what food did people have?
Narrator 2:

Well, let’s meet another family to find out.

War child 1:

Mum, what is this we’re having for tea?

War mum:

It’s scrambled eggs.

War child 2:

It doesn’t look or smell or taste like scrambled eggs.

War mum: 

That’s because they’re powdered eggs.  You know that’s all we can get at the moment. 

War child 1:

Is there any bacon to go with it?

War mum:

No, sorry.  We’ve had our ration for this week. And last week the butcher didn’t even have any.  Maybe next week.

War child 2:

Can I have a glass of milk?

War mum:

Yes, but remember, we’ve only got these 2 pints to last us the week now. 

War child 1:

I keep thinking of a full roast dinner, with loads of gravy, huge roast potatoes and 3 different types of meat.

War mum:

I think it’ll be a while before we have a meal like that!

War child 2:

Especially considering how rubbish those potatoes in our garden look – they’re tiny!

Narrator 2:

Each family or individual was given a ration book and people were allowed a certain amount of food each week.  Once you’d had that much, that was it.  
Narrator 3:

Some people took the government’s advice to “Dig for Victory” and started digging up their gardens, or local parks or school fields to grow their own vegetables.

Modern day child 9:
Can we stop talking about food now? I’m really hungry!
Modern day child 10:
I know but this is important.  Can you imagine not being able to get the food you want, whenever you want? That would be rubbish. 

Modern day child 1:
Life certainly doesn’t sound like it was much fun during the war, particularly for children.    
Modern day child 2:
For some of them anyway.  I mean, I guess the ones who spent the war living with a good host family in the country were ok?

Modern day child 3:
But what about when they came back?  Everywhere had been bombed, their fathers or brothers might have been hurt, or taken prisoner, or even killed in the war.  There was still hardly any food to go round...

ALL MODERN DAY CHILDREN START TALKING ABOUT DIFFERENT THINGS TO DO WITH THE WAR.

Narrator 4:

I think our work is done...

Narrator 5:

Yup. Let’s get them home.

TEACHER WAKES UP TO ALL THE NOISE.

Teacher:

I don’t believe it – I’ve never seen you all so enthusiastic about a lesson!

Modern day child 4:
Of course we are Miss! This stuff about the war’s really good. I’ve learned loads!

Modern day child 5:
I’ve got loads of things I want to find out more about.

Modern day child 6:
So Miss, how did it all end?

Teacher:

Well, I don’t want to ruin your last few history lessons, do I?  We’ll find out, don’t worry.  Now, off you go to lunch.

Narrator 6:

A job well done there everyone. Seems those year 4s have learned more than they realised...
 Narrator 7:

Absolutely, and they enjoyed it!  Now, let’s go and find those chips they mentioned.  I’m hungry.

