TEACHING HTUs




This idea has worked for me. I made up the traditional place value cards and printed them onto colour coded paper, laminated them and put them into individual packs (nothing new there).

However, I then made up in the form of a base ten resource – colour co-ordinated in the same colours.  To do this I merely made a 10x10 grid and photocopied onto green paper. Then filled a page with squares ten horizontally and photocopied onto blue paper. Then filled a sheet with a grid (the same sized squares) and photocopied onto orange paper. Laminate the lot and put into HTU bags.

Pupils can then visualise a sum using both the place value cards and in a more concrete form. Some ways I have used them is to give them a number using the place value cards – and vice versa. So what makes this different? I feel that colour co-ordinating the values helps pupils visualise the link.                                                                                                                      
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