Percussion instruments are played by being struck, shaken, rubbed or scraped. They are perhaps the
oldest form of musical instruments. Some percussion instruments play not only rhythm, but also melody
and harmony.
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Percussion instruments are played by being struck, shaken, rubbed or
scraped. They are perhaps the oldest type of musical instruments.




Drums are made in many sizes. They all have different names.

Maracas are egg-shaped musical rattles that are played in pairs. They came
from South America.

Cymbals are thin and round and made of metal.

A tambourine has jingling metal disks set in its frame.

The xylophone is a melodic percussion instrument.

The hand bells are shaken.

The timpani is often called a kettledrum because it is shaped like a kettle.

The beads on the Cabasa are shaken or turned.

Castanets are two pieces of wood which are joined by a piece of string.
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