5T’s Class Assembly on The Chinese New Year

Hannah and David to add more details
Reader 1 ____________________
Good morning.
Today is the Thursday 10th of February and Yesturday 9th February was a special day.
It was the first day of the Chinese New Year.  

Reader 2 ____________________

Most people here celebrate New Year on the 1st. of January, but Chinese people celebrate it on a different day each year. They celebrate it on the day of the second new moon, after December 22nd., which this year is today.
If you look out of the window tonight, the moon will look very small.


Reader 3 ___________________ 
The Chinese celebrate for 15 days.
They have fireworks, coloured lanterns, dragon processions, delicious food - and maybe best of all - the children are given money in special red envelopes!
Reader 4 ___________________

 The Chinese also call the years after animals.
Today is the beginning of the Year of the Rooster.
The years are named after 12 different animals.
We are going to show you how the 12 animals were chosen.
ALIYA : NARRATOR 1: It was nearly New Year. Twelve animals were arguing.
There was - a dog, a pig, a rat, an ox, a tiger, a hare, a dragon, a snake, a horse, a ram, a cockerel and a monkey.

NATASHA : NARRATOR 2: They thought the New Year should have a name.
They were arguing because each animal wanted the year to be named after itself.
The monkey, the dragon and the dog started the argument.

SHIVANI: DRAGON: This year should be called The Year of the Dragon, because I'm the fiercest. (ROARS. BREATHES FIRE.),

SIMRAN: MONKEY: (SCAMPERS OUT OF THE WAY OF THE FLAMES.) No, it should be called The Year of the Monkey, because I'm the quickest.

SAMI: DOG: (RUNS BEHIND TREE.) No, no. It should be called The Year of the Dog, because I'm the cleverest.

DRAGON + MONKEY: Oh no you're not!

DOG: Oh yes I am! (barks)

NARRATOR 1: They argued for hours. All the other animals joined in too. 
CHANEL: RAT: (SQUEAKING) It should be me as I’m the sneakiest!

ISHPAL: SNAKE: (HISSING) So what, I’m super smart.
ROBERT: TIGER: (GROWLING) I’m the strongest and sleekest of all of you.

ELLIE: OX: (BOOMING) I’m stronger than you.

LAURA: HORSE: (NEIGHING) No – ooo you’re not.

MOHAMMED: SHEEP: (BAAING) But I can buck higher than you!
NARRATOR 1: There was so much growling and barking and squeaking and bleating that they disturbed the Chinese gods.

ANIMALS: (BARK, SQUEAK, ROAR etc.)

REMY: GOD 1: Whatever is the matter with those animals?

MATTHEW: GOD 2: Let's go and see.

NARRATOR 2: The gods appeared in the sky. The animals were amazed.
They stopped arguing and stared at the gods.

NICOLE: GOD 3: What are you arguing about?

ANIMALS: (BARK, SQUEAK, ROAR etc.)

EDWARD: God 4: Be quiet! What dreadful manners you all have!

NARRATOR 1: The animals were ashamed. One by one, they explained the problem. 
SAM: RABBIT: (BOUNCING) We can’t decide which animal to name the New Year after.
DAVID: BOAR: (SNORTING) Sorry we disturbed you, oh great ones, but we need your help. All we do is argue and that won’t sort anything out.
NARRATOR 1: The gods thought it over. 

(chatting together secretly, then turn and announce confidently)
GOD 1: We've got an idea. Listen carefully.

GOD 2: Can you see that big river? Why not have a race across it? We can name this New Year after the winner of the race.

DRAGON: That's a good idea.

ANIMALS: Yes! Yes!

NARRATOR 2: Each animal thought he would be the winner. They hurried to the river bank and lined up for the race.
JACK: ROOSTER: cock a doodle doo, I’ll show you – oooo! 
GOD 3: Are you ready?

ANIMALS: Yes we are.

GOD 4: Ready, steady, go!

______________?NARRATOR 3: With a mighty splash, the animals jumped into the river. They swam as fast as they could towards the other side. The ox was the strongest swimmer. He was soon in the lead.

OX: I'm going to win easily.

RAGIBAN: NARRATOR 4: Now the rat wasn't the best swimmer, but he was the cleverest animal there. He saw the ox was in the lead.
He said to himself:

RAT: He's not going to beat me. I know what I'll do.

NARRATOR 3: The rat climbed onto the ox's back. The ox felt something strange.

OX: The water must be tickling me. 
I'm going to be the winner! Ho, ho, ho!

NARRATOR 4: The ox laughed loudly - and swallowed a big mouthful of water!
While he was coughing and spluttering, the rat jumped off his back and onto the bank.

RAT: Hooray! I'm the winner. Tee, hee, hee.

OX: Where did you come from?

NARRATOR 3: The rat just laughed. The gods laughed too.

GODS: (LAUGH)

GOD 1: Hard luck, Ox. You're very strong, but Rat was too clever for you this time. We will call this year The Year of the Rat. Ox, you were second, so next year will be The Year of the Ox.

NARRATOR 4: One by one, the animals finished the race. Tiger was
3rd. Hare was 4th. Dragon was 5th. Snake was 6th. Horse was 7th. Ram was 8th. Monkey was 9th. Cockerel was 10th. Dog was 11th. and Pig was 12th.

GOD 2: Well done all of you. We will name a year after each of you, in the same order that you finished the race.

NARRATOR 3: The animals were happy with this and didn't argue anymore. Rat was especially pleased, because the first year was The Year of the Rat.
_____________________________________________________
LAURA: Now each year has a different animal name and each animal has its own characteristics.

RAT: It is said that if you were born in the year of Rat:

You are charming, imaginative and generous. You are quick tempered and critical of things.

You would be happy as a sales person or writer

Famous people who are the rat are - Bono from U2 and Geri Halliwell (Ginger Spice)

OX: It is said that if you were born in the year of the Ox:

You are a born leader; you are confident, methodical and good with your hands. 

Your signs suggest that you would be successful as a surgeon, general or hairdresser

Famous people who were born in the year of the ox: Jim Carrey and George Clooney and Princess Diana

TIGER: It is said that if you were born in the year of the Tiger:

You are sensitive, stubborn and often seen as a Hothead or rebel. Your sign says that you would be excellent as a boss, an explorer or a racing driver.

Famous people who are Tigers:   Richard Branson – owner of everything

Tom Cruise – actor – Mission Impossible,  Robbie Williams and Posh Spice
RABBIT/HARE: It is said that if you were born in the year of the Rabbit:

You are always pleasant, get to sentimental and cautious.

Your sign suggests that you would make a good lawyer, diplomat or actor

Famous people born in the year of the rabbit:

Germaine Greer – writer and Joss Stone and David Beckham and Mike Myers
DRAGON: The only mythical creature the Dragon

You are full of energy, enthusiasm and popular. You are gifted, intelligent and a perfectionist. 

Your sign suggests that if you were born in the year of the Dragon you would make an excellent artist, priest or politician

Famous people who were born in the year of the Dragon

Salvador Dali – artist, Al Pacino – actor, Orlando Bloom (Legolas in LOTR) and Doctor Seuss and Tom Jones
SNAKE: It is said that if you were born in the year of the snake:

You are rich in wisdom, romantic and deep thinking. You are stingy with money and have a strange sense of humour

Your sign suggests that you would be most happy being a fortune teller, writer or teacher

Famous people born in the year of the snake:  Bob Dylan – singer, Tony Blair and Pierce Brosnan (Bond James Bond)

HORSE: It is said that if you were born in the year of the horse:

You are very hard working, intelligent and friendly. You can be a bit of a big head.

Your sign suggests success as an adventurer, scientist, poet and politician

Famous people who are Horses:   Rolf Harris, Clint Eastwood – actor, Barbara Streisand – singer and John Travolta

SHEEP/RAM: It is said that if you were born in the year of the ram:

You are gentle and caring. You dislike aggression and love nice things. You would be best as an actor, gardener

Famous people who are rams include: Leonard Nimoy – Spock in Star Trek, George Harrison – ex Beetle and Nicole Kidman and Bill Gates

MONKEY: Last year it was the year of the monkey. It is said that if you were born in the year of monkey:

You are very intelligent and witty. You are always well liked. Your sign promises you, success in anything you do.

Famous people who are monkeys include: Liz Taylor – actress, George Lucas – made the film Star Wars, Verne ‘mini me’ Troyer and Michael Schumacher and Justin Timberlake
COCKEREL/ ROOSTER: This is the sign that began yesterday. It is said that if you were born in the year of the Rooster:

You are a hard worker, speak your mind and some may find you boast too much. You are a dreamer, flashy dresser and extravagant.

Your sign suggests that you would make a restaurant owner, soldier or world traveller 

Famous people who are Roosters: Yoko Ono, Rod Stewart, Christian Slater and Matthew Perry (Friends)

DOG: It is said that if you were born in the year of the Dog:

You are honest and faithful. You have a sharp tongue and take no prisoners.

Your sign suggests that you would make an excellent businessman, secret agent or a teacher

Famous people who were born in the year of the dog: Henry Cooper – boxer, Liza Minelli, David Bowie and Elvis Presley and Prince William.

PIG/BOAR: And last but not least comes the pig or boar. It is said that if you were born in the year of the Pig:

You are a splendid friend, honest and able to tolerate others. You always want the nice things in life. 

Your sign suggests that you would best as an entertainer or a lawyer

Famous people who are born in the year of the pig: Dudley Moore – actor, Elton John – singer Morrissey and Arnold Schwarzenegger.

_____________________ If you know any Chinese people, remember to wish them a Happy New Year. 
We could have the dance here or some music.


And finally - we have an animal poem for you. Hands together eyes closed.

GIRLS: Dear God, you made the animals:
The graceful horses with their foals,
The elephant and kangaroo,
The wolf, the bear and lion too.

BOYS: You gave the farmer useful friends,
Like pigs and cows and goats and sheep
And for OUR friends you gave us pets,
The rabbits, dogs and cats we keep.

ALL: Perhaps, God, when they bark and squeak,
They're really trying hard to speak
A Thank You Prayer, which we pray too
YOU MADE US, GOD, AND WE THANK YOU.

9. Of course all animals are loved equally, by God who made them.
God does not have favourites.
We will now sing  
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