R.E. Medium Term Plan

Year 4 first half of summer term 2009.
Christianity – Caring for Creation.
	lEARNING OBJECTIVES


	date

w/b
	ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

	
	
	AT1 Encounter
	AT2 Response
	
	

	The children should learn:

About what the Jewish Torah (Hebrew Bible) and the Christian Bible says about creation.

That there are key beliefs shared by Jews and Christians [and Muslims].

That Jews and Christians [and Muslims] believe they have a relationship with God and responsibility for the rest of creation.

That there are many different theories of creation.

That some Christian people think that conflict exists between scientific evidence and religious belief, and that for others there is no such conflict.

To ask puzzling questions of life and recognise that they are different from the questions that seek information or opinion.


	20.04.09
	Look at pictures of a Jewish Torah scroll and of a Muslim Koraan.  Have a copy of a Christian Bible to hand.

Discuss the common historical roots of these three religions and the sections of text that they have in common – the creation, the ten commandments and the story of Abraham.

Watch the powerpoint presentation ‘Creation Story’ which retells the story from Genesis chapter 1.


	Why do these three major religions all have a similar story about creation?

What beliefs does the story teach about God?

Why is it important to Christians, Jews and Muslims that God created the world?

What role was given to humans in this account of creation?

Children to write an acrostic poem using the word ‘Creation’ which sums up religious beliefs about creation. 

FOR STUDY BOOKS.

	Pictures of Torah and Koraan.

Bible.

PPT presentation ‘Creation Story.’

Best paper for acrostic poem.
	Most children will be able to:

State Jewish and Christian beliefs about creation.

Ask appropriate questions about puzzling issues raised by the narrative.

Identify experiences that could cause people to wonder and realise some questions are difficult to answer, e.g. ‘How was the world made?’ ‘Why are we here?’

Some children will only be able to:

Recognise how many Christians and Jews believe God made the world.

Retell the creation story (Genesis 1 and 2) briefly.

Begin to understand the idea of stewardship.



	
	04.05.09
	Read together the book ‘Wonderful Earth’ and enjoy the flaps and fantastic illustrations.
Introduce the concept of ‘Stewardship’ – that we were created with the specific role of looking after the world in which we live.
	What is our position in this model of creation?  What is our designated role and responsibility?

What influence/effect have humans had in the world?

In what ways can we care for our world better than we are doing at the moment?

Children to create a page for study book to go opposite the one made last week.  They will put a picture of themselves in the centre, surrounded by words and phrases to do with all sorts of aspects of creation which we can influence.
FOR STUDY BOOKS.

	‘Wonderful Earth.’

Best paper for the mind map.
	

	
	18.05.09
	What do the children know about science’s version of how life came to be?

Discuss Darwin and the theory of evolution.

Do the children see a conflict between these two beliefs?

Discuss the fact that some Christian people think that conflict exists between scientific evidence and religious belief, and that for others there is no such conflict.

Read Psalm 8, which is a poem expressing beliefs about creation shared by Jews and Christians.  Talk about belief in God and enable children to express their own views.

Contrast with the scientist’s view that all this life happened by chance – which removes our responsibility over the rest of creation.

	On the IWB use the document ‘tricky questions’ to prompt thought and discussion.

Can the children generate any ‘tricky questions’ of their own – ones to which it is very difficult to postulate an answer.

These could be written on cards to form part of a small R.E. display.
Assessment opportunity – can the children ask appropriate questions about puzzling issues?
	The Bible – Psalm 8.

‘Tricky Questions’ document.
	

	
	08.06.09
	Use the page from the Blue Peter Green book which charts the progress of a river from source to mouth, past roads, houses, farms and factories, gradually becoming more and more polluted as it goes.

Follow its progress and discuss the changes as it flows along.


	If we take on board the Bible’s idea of ‘Stewardship’ – that we have a responsibility to look after the world around us – what changes would we make to this picture?

The children will have their own copy of the picture, and will stick squares of paper onto it to comment on what is happening to the river and how things should be done differently if we were all taking our stewardship role seriously.  E.g. the factory would not be discharging waste into the river but would be cleaning and disposing of it responsibly.


	
	

	
	15.06.09
	We will go on a ‘Stewardship walk’ around our school and grounds.  We will look out for places (a) where ‘we’ (the school community) have not been looking after our environment very well.  Also (b) places where we are doing the right thing.

E.g. (a) litter in the playground, ‘flower beds’ walked on, trees and bushes with leaves and shoots pulled off, paper wasted in the toilets, taps left running around school.  (b) Recycling centre, litter bins etc.


	Are we being good stewards of our school environment?

In what ways could we improve?

What are we doing really well and how could we do more of this?

The children will work in pairs to create information posters to display around school to encourage everyone to be responsible for our school environment.
	Coats if necessary.

Paper for posters.
	

	
	29.06.09
	Using children and props retell the story of the feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 6:35 – 44).

Discuss the concept of ‘miracles’ and the way Jesus used these and parables to teach his followers.
	What is this story saying about the poor and hungry?

who are the poor?

How did God help to feed them in the sotry?

Can he do the same today?

Does he?

Does he expect us to look after the poor and hungry?

How?

Relate to our links with St James in Uganda.

Also to Comic Relief and other high-profile charity events.

Oxfam.

Fair Trade.

What can we do in a very small way (our loaf and fish) which would contribute greatly to helping those in need?


	Bible: Mark 6:35-44.
	

	
	13.07.09
	Play the ‘Food chain’ game – which illustrates the balance needed within an ecosystem.  Play the game the normal way first, then stop the game and explain that a farmer has just sprayed all his crops and killed all the aphids and other tiny insects.  Remove them from the game, and play again.  Very soon lots of the bigger insects and birds will start to die because of the lack of small insects to eat.


	Discuss what the children have learned from the Food chain game.

In small groups, come up with lots of ways in which humans have a detrimental effect on the world’s environment.

Collect the ideas, and then address them – what could we do differently?

Assessment opportunity – do the children understand and identify with the idea of stewardship?


	The Food Chain game.
	


