SCIENCE:  ANIMALS
HOURS: 2x week (6 wks) 

YEAR: 6

TERM:  Autumn

TEACHER:  Mrs West   

	SUB-TOPIC
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	MAIN ACTIVITY
	LESS ABLE
	EXTENSION
	ASSESSMENT

	ANIMALS

HABITATS

AND

ECO-SYSTEMS


	To know and understand the seven life processes (MRS.NERG)

To know that animals are classified into vertebrates and invertebrates and what this means 

To be able to use classification groups to sort a range of animals

To know the attributes of the animal classification groups (bird, mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, insect, arachnid and mollusc)

To be able to create and unlock KEYS to identify animals

To understand that different animals are suited to different habitats

To understand why animals are suited to their chosen habitat

To understand what a food chain and a food web is

To understand the terms PRODUCER, CONSUMER

PREDATOR and PREY

and be able to use them correctly

To be able to create food chains and food webs

To understand the possible effects of a break in a food chain or a food web

To be able to interpret food chains and food webs

To know about different eco-systems

To understand what can happen when a break down in an eco-system occurs

LITERACY LINK


	Discuss the seven processes.  Use egs – breathing – plants and humans, share cards out.  Match – find definitions.  Posters to illustrate.

Discuss fact that all living things = plants or animals.  Animals can be split into 2 groups - vertebrates and invertebrates.  Classify given animals and label.  Tree diagram to illustrate.

Vertebrates – looking at the five vertebrate groups – divide up given animals.  Discuss how they’re grouped.  Introduce five groups – do children now change their minds?  Describe each group and stick pictures in to match groups.  FARM B.  Riddles?

Discuss fact that invertebrates can be divided into three groups – arachnids, insects and molluscs.  Describe key features of each group.  Record in books as ‘missing person’ (!) adverts with illustrations.

ICT link – branching database on animals.  Create closed questions to identify animals.

2 x sessions.

Adaptation – why do certain animals have certain features?  Share ideas on how desert rats and seals are suited to their environments.  Record info as reports.

Adaptation – use worksheet to identify which environments animals live in and give reasons linked to their evolved features and characteristics.

Children choose one animal and complete a profile on it – characteristics, features and habitat.  Record as part of info page. ICT?

Discuss what a food chain is – green plant = producer, what predators, prey, consumers and decomposers are and that --- means ‘is food for’ or ‘is eaten by’.  Physical demo using white boards. Poster to identify.   Use sheet of pictures to create food chains.  Label producers, predators, prey and consumers.  Introduce omnivore, carnivore and herbivore.  Sheet Junior Focus – sorting. Venn diagram?

Discuss what a food web is – a series of food chains linked together in a habitat/ ecosystem.  Revise all terms from previous session.  Use whiteboards to demonstrate food chains and the effect of inc/dec in populations.  Complete food webs using given information – living on the ‘hedge’ sheet.

Complete questions on food chains and webs.

Complete questions on food chains and webs.

Look at a range of ecosystems eg woodland, pond, polar, desert, etc.  Discuss key features of each. 

Revise breakdown in food webs – record what happens to actual ecosystems when this happens.

Discussion texts – Should we bring back the wolf?

Junior Focus March 2002

Children use notes to write discussion article.
	
	
	


