Play starts with Michael Jackson’s Thriller playing

Skeleton, Dracula, Fairy, Pumpkin dance to the music.

Mum: Wow, look at you lot, don’t you look spooky

Skeleton: Yeah we’re going to go trick and treating and get loads of sweets from the neighbours

Fairy: My costume is sooooo much better than yours….I think I’ll get the most sweets

Dracula: No no I will!!

Mum: Hold on a minute, I don’t remember agreeing to that

Pumpkin: You didn’t Mum, we decided yesterday after school

Skeleton: Halloween is my favourite celebration of the year, we get sweets, carve pumpkins 

Dracula: And dress up in scary costumes (Points at fairy looking confused)

Fairy: But Mum, why do we celebrate Halloween?

Mum: I’m not sure but I think these guys can tell us a little more. 

Expert A: Halloween is celebrated on October 31 every year, but few people understand why.

Expert B: 'Halloween' gets its name from a traditional Catholic celebration. It evolved from the term 'All Hallows Day' which we now know as ‘All Saints Day.  

Expert C: This is celebrated on November 1st, which makes Halloween, Hallows Day Eve. People then shortened this to Halloween.

Expert D: Historians have linked Halloween back to a Celtic festival known as Sowan. This festival was the equivalent of their new year because it celebrated the end of the lighter half of the year and moving into the darker half

Expert E: Celtic people believed that because of the crossing over of the times, it allowed many spirits, ghouls and witches to become active.
All together: WHAT!!!!

Expert F: Don’t worry this is just a myth, because we all know these things aren’t real.

Pumpkin: But that doesn’t really explain why we get dressed up and eat loads of sweets?

Expert G: Well over the years the symbols you link with Halloween have been introduced from other celebrations and they have all combined together.

Fairy: Like what?

Expert H: Well pumpkins for example. People used to carry candles from eleven to midnight to frighten away bad spirits. Faces were carved into the pumpkins to make them even scarier.

Skeleton: Yeah just like mine

Expert I: This is also why we dress up in scary costumes, as people believed in warned off bad spirits 

Dracula: Did you hear that fairy….your supposed to look scary

Expert F: Yes but remember it really doesn’t matter as these stories are just myths which doesn’t mean they are true

Fairy: I look fabulous, and I really want to go trick or treating NOW!!
Pumpkin: Hold on, we haven’t found out why we are trick or treating yet.

Expert J: Well that might have all started from a Christian festival known as ‘souling’ Poorer people would knock on doors and beg for a cake known as a soul cake. 

Expert K: To say thank you for the cake, the person would promise to pray for them and their family to have good luck and fortune in life.

Skeleton: Well that explains the treats, but how about all those tricks I like to play on people?

Expert L: Many places in England combined Halloween with Mischief Night when boys played all kinds of practical jokes on their neighbours. They changed shop signs, took gates off their hinges, whitewashed doors, and tied door latches.

Dracula: Wow, there’s some good ideas, can I write them down?

Fairy: Hey, why is it just the boys that get to have fun? I’m coming tonight too!!

Mum: Well like I said earlier, I can’t take you tonight.

Pumpkin: That’s ok Mum, were only going around the corner, we wont get lost.

Expert M Even though there are no real ghosts or ghouls around you should still be very careful when trick or treating to look after yourself and others.

Expert N I completely agree, you should always take an adult with you to ensure you cross roads safely, don’t get lost and to make sure you go to suitable houses.
Pumpkin: What do you mean suitable houses…Those that will give us loads of sweets?
Expert O Well even though it is a really fun time at Halloween, there are some people that like to be in bed early, especially older people and they wont enjoy being kept awake all night by trick or treaters. Some people will find your costumes quite scary too, and we certainly don’t want to go upsetting the neighbours.

Mum: Oh no we don’t…Old Mrs Jones across the road is always in bed by 7 o’clock and we wouldn’t want to go scaring her
Expert P And there is one more thing…..

Dracula: The sweets

Expert P Yes the sweets….an adult will be able to ensure you don’t get any bad stomachs by controlling how many of those lovely sweets you eat

Dracula: Ahhhh, but that’s sooooo unfair

Mum: Yes but I definitely agree with the experts on that one

Fairy: So Mum can you please take us trick and treating now

Skeleton: Yeah Mum please, after listening to all of that I really don’t want to upset Mrs Jones next door, and we will be much safer with you

Expert Q: Well now you know the history behind the celebration, you might as well go and enjoy it with the children

Mum: Oh ok then, I’ll go and get my costume sorted

Children look at each other confused

Mum: Its not just for children too you know

All together: Oh Mum, you’re sooooo embarrassing!!!

Expert Q: And we hope you all have a very happy and safe Halloween too

Prayer Reader: Please bow your heads for a short prayer

Lord,

Help us to consider the needs of others, as we plan our Halloween celebrations.
And we pray that you will keep us safe and watch over us on this historical night.

Amen

Finish with Thriller dance (whole class)

