Women
· [bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.amnh.org/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/amnh/images/exhibitions/past-exhibitions/horse/chariot-race/1871613-1-eng-US/chariot-race.jpg]The only way women could ‘take part’ in the Ancient Olympic Games was by owning (but not riding) a horse!

[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ4ZPSsBxDdHitsByUs2gd_zlu8C5rLHiYkD_NdBk1PQodeDgu0]
· At the first modern Olympic Games, in 1896, no women competed. The founder, Pierre de Coubertin, felt that their inclusion would be "impractical, uninteresting, unaesthetic, and incorrect"!

· The first female Olympians competed in the 1900 in tennis, golf, sailing, horse-riding and croquet.
[image: https://talesandtravelsofthetinman.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/6fd9b4decc134f41c0633e651eccac_h300_w400_m2_bblack_q100_p100_chroasnns1.jpg]

· The first medal-winner was Hélène de Pourtalès (sailing).


· Women from the USA were not allowed to compete in swimming events in 1912, because they would have to have worn long skirts!
· [image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-9MQUG9eVFgE/UheKo9WcnxI/AAAAAAAAKqs/kG0vywM3TEA/s1600/800mfinal.jpg]Women were allowed to compete in running events for the first time in 1928. 

· [image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTpC9TUgatb1q8YWKzSxuJj_ZdHn66l6k-Pew9NGNo72yTMywBw]However, false news stories, about women ‘collapsing’ after the 800 m race led to it being banned until 1960. The first women’s marathon wasn’t held until 1984.

· The first time that all countries sent female athletes was in 2012. Prior to that, Muslim countries such as Saudi Arabia did not allow women the same rights as men to take part in sports.

· 2012 was also the first time that women could compete in all the events that men compete in.

· [image: http://www.coventry-swimming.org.uk/~wasa/wp-content/uploads/synch1.jpg]In 2012, 44% of competitors were female.

· 2 sports remain women-only: synchronised swimming and rhythmic gymnastics)
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