American assembly

As audience are sitting down: Madonna American Pie
Class march in singing : Yankee doodle
1: Welcome to our last class assembly as 3/4LN, we hope you enjoy it!

2: Today’s date is the 4th of July. This has a special meaning for many people, lets find out why!
3: Independence Day is the birthday of the United States of America and is celebrated on the Fourth of July each year.
4: U.S. President Abraham Lincoln explained the importance of the Declaration of Independence:
5: "Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that (everyone) all men are created equal."
6: In the seventeen hundreds America was ruled by England under King George the 3rd. The United States was made up of 13 colonies which were: 
7: Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York, Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
8: The colonies were not happy because of the high taxes that the American people had to pay to England. This was known as "Taxation without Representation".

9: In 1774 the 13 colonies sent representatives to Philadelphia to create the First Continental Congress, they were not happy with England and a year later they declared war.
10: "The British are coming, the British are coming" shouted Paul Revere as he rode his horse through the late night streets, this sounded the alarm and the battle of Concord began. 
11: This marked the start of the colonies war for Independence. 

12: In June 1776 America won its bid for freedom. An American committee was formed to make a formal declaration of independence. 

13: A vote was taken late in the afternoon of July the 4th. 9 of the 13 states voted in favour for the declaration of independence.

14: In 1941, Congress declared July 4th a legal public holiday and Independence day is still celebrated today with picnics, fireworks, parades, carnivals and celebrations.

15: The original U.S. flag had 13 stripes, Red for the British colours and white for America’s new independence and 13 white stars on a blue background, one for each of the colonies.
16: Since 1777, there have been different versions of the flag. The colours have always stayed the same, but the number of stars has changed. There are now 50 stars, one for each American state. 
17: Francis Scott Key was a lawyer and poet. He wrote the patriotic poem "The Star-Spangled Banner” after he witnessed heavy fighting at Fort McHenry, near Baltimore in 1812. 
18: The battle lasted all night, but the fort was bravely defended and the American flag was still flying when morning came. This inspired him to write his poem, now used as America’s National anthem.
Song: National Anthem

19: We have found out about America’s past, let’s find out what it’s like as a country now.

Song: America – west side story
20: There are now 50 states in America including the original 13 colonies. The states are:

21: American Fast food facts. The largest doughnut ever made weighed 1.7 tons, the same weight as a baby elephant and was 16ft wide.  It was made in New York in 1993.
22: American’s love cookies and eat over 2 billion cookies a year which works out at 300 cookies each! Try some of ours! mmmmm!
23: The first chocolate chip cookies were invented in 1937 by Ruth Graves which she baked at her Toll House café in Wakefield, Massachusetts.

24: The World's Biggest Cookie was baked in 1993 in North Carolina. It measured 102 feet in diameter and weighed over 40,000 pounds, the same weight as five adult elephants! Yum!
25: Beef burgers were invented by Fletcher Davies in 1904 in Texas. American’s ate more than 13 billion beef burger’s in 2003. 
26: 9.6 billion of these were brought at fast food restaurants like Mc Donald’s and Burger King. The McDonald brothers created their first restaurant in 1920 in California.
27: McDonalds now has over 30,000 restaurants in one hundred and 19 countries serving nearly 50 million people every single day.

28: American sports. Baseball is the official national sport of America. The game is similar to rounders and the winning team scores the most runs. Babe Ruth and Joe DiMaggio were famous Major League players.  

29: American’s also enjoy, ice hockey, basketball, American foot ball and they also have cheerleaders to cheer them on.

Song: Born in the U.S.A.

30: Let’s look at some famous modern Americans:

31: Bart Simpson. We first met Bart Simpson in 1987, and when he's not hanging out with his best friend Millhouse, he's dreaming up new ways to make Homer mad and torment Lisa. 
32: Bart's full name is Bartholomew Jojo Simpson. He has been in 400 episodes of the Simpson’s and this year marks the shows 20th anniversary. A new Simpson’s film is being released on the 27th of July.
33: People copy Bart’s famous phrases, 'Aye Carumba!', ‘Eat my shorts’ and 'Don't have a Cow, man!'

34: Each episode of the Simpson’s contains about 24,000 individual drawings, takes six months to produce, and costs a million dollars.

35: Elvis Presley. He was an American singer famous for his voice and swivelling hips. He stared in 27 films and recorded 94 singles including ‘Hound dog’ and ‘Blue suede shoes’. He was known as the king of rock and roll and lived in Graceland.

36: Madonna. She is a successful American singer. She became famous for her outrageous clothes and dancing. She has been in several films and has recorded many award winning albums. She is known as the Queen of pop.
37: Mickey Mouse was created by Walt Disney in 1928. He has appeared in hundreds of cartoons, films, newspapers and comic books and he now welcomes people to his Disneyland home. 
38: Disneyland first opened on July 17th 1955 with 18 rides. Today, there are more than 60 adventures and attractions.

39: Disneyland is open everyday of the year. 515 million guests have been to the Californian Disneyland since it opened.
40: We have enjoyed learning about America, could we all go and visit Disneyland to meet Mickey Mouse and eat a proper American burger?
41: Thank you for watching our assembly, we hope you have enjoyed learning why July the 4th is so important to the people of America.

Song: Madonna American Pie

